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Brown  Appoints  First 
Openly  Gay  Judge 


LOS  ANGELES,  CA  —  “As 
there  are  judges  of  varying  faiths 
and  colors,  I  would  hope  that  they 
would  be  considered  based  upon 
their  work,  not  what  religion  they 
were,”  said  Stephen  M.  Lachs, 
39,  upon  his  appointment  to  a 
judgeship  on  the  Los  Angeles 
Superior  Court.  A  statement  is¬ 
sued  by  the  National  Committee 
for  Sexual  Civil  Liberties 
(NCSCL)  said,  “This  appears  to 
be  the  first  time  that  an  openly  gay 
person  has  been  appointed  to  a 
judgeship  anywhere  in  the  coun¬ 
try.” 

Lachs  is  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  the  Los  Angeles 
Gay  Community  Services  Center 
(GCSC)  and,  until  his  appoint¬ 
ment  by  Gov.  Edmund  G.  Brown, 
Jr.,  had  served  as  a  Superior 
Court  Commissioner  and  was  as¬ 
signed  to  hear  cases  in  that  court’s 
Juvenile  Division.  As  a  commis¬ 
sioner,  he  was  appointed  to  serve 
by  a  majority  of  the  judges  of  the 
court.  His  Sept.  15  appointment 
makes  him  a  “full-time  judge  with 
equal  status  to  the  other  Superior 
Court  judges,”  according  to  the 
NCSCL  statement. 

In  addition  to  his  judicial  duties 
and  his  work  with  the  GCSC, 
Lachs  is  an  ex-officio  member  of 
the  board  of  the  Municipal  Elec¬ 
tions  Committee  of  Los  Angeles, 
of  which  he  was  a  founder  and 
which  functions  as  a  gay  political 


group  which  makes  financial  con¬ 
tributions  to  candidates  who  sup¬ 
port  gay  causes. 

“I  think  it’s  important  for  me 
to  say  that  I  haven’t  gone  out  tell¬ 
ing  people  I’m  gay,”  said  Lachs. 
“I  never  did.  It  all  comes  from  the 
fact  I  happened  to  be  on  the  board 
of  the  Gay  Community  Services 
Center.  I’m  on  the  board  because 
I  feel  the  operations  of  the  center 
are  important.  But  if  people  ask 
(about  my  gayness],  I’m  not  going 
to  lie,  although  I  might  wonder 
why  they  ask.” 

In  many  media  accounts  of 
Lachs’  appointment,  he  has  been 
referred  to  as  the  nation’s  first 
“avowed  homosexual”  judge.  In 
response  to  that  phrase,  Lachs 
commented,  “Some  day,  I  hope 
people  will  use  a  phrase  other  than 
‘avowed  homosexual.’  It  makes 
me  think  of  taking  oaths  or  vows 
at  midnight.” 

In  terms  of  his  views  on  the  law 
and  the  people  affected  by  it, 
Lachs  said,  “I  appreciate  the 
needs  of  our  society  to  feel  secure, 
to  feel  there  is  a  system  that  pro¬ 
tects  people.  We  are  pretty  much 
defenseless,  most  of  us,  as  indivi¬ 
duals,  and  we  look  to  government 
to  provide  the  protection  we 
want.”  He  described  himself  as 
sensitive  to  individual  liberties  but 
also  aware  that  society  needed 
protection  from  the  government. 

While  Lachs  evidently  does  not 


INS  Harassment  Continues 


Compiled  by  Jil  Clark 

NEW  YORK,  NY  —  U.S.  cus¬ 
toms  officers  harassed  two  Italian 
women  when  *\zy  arrived  at 
Kennedy  International  Airport  on 
September  5  to  visit  friends  in 
New  York  City.^  Despite  the  fact 
that  the  women  produced  proof 
that  they  had  sufficient  funds  for 
their  stay  and  said  that  they  were 
here  to  visit  friends,  the  guards 
searched  their  suitcases.  There 
they  found  a  copy  of  the  Gay 
Yellowpages  as  well  as  papers 
with  addresses  of  feminist  groups 
written  on  them. 

The  guards  told  them,  “If  you 
are  lesbians  you  have  to  go  back.” 
The  guards  read  their  personal  let¬ 
ters  and  detained  them  for  forty 
minutes  before  letting  them  pass 
into  New  York. 

When  the  women  arrived  at 
their  friends’  home,  they  called 
the  New  York  City  office  of  the 
National  March  on  Washington 
for  advice  and  solace.  According 
to  Joyce  Hunter,  who  answered 


Lucia  Valeska,  Co-Executive  Di¬ 
rector  of  NGTF 

the  phone,  they  were  crying  and 
hysterical.  Hunter  told  GCN  that 
they  had  declined  to  disclose  their 
names  for  fear  of  repercussions 
upon  returning  to  Italy. 

According  to  a  temporary 
Immigration  and  Naturalization 
Service  (INS)  regulation  that  has 
been  in  effect  since  early  August, 
the  border  guards  acted  unlawful¬ 
ly  when  they  attempted  to  prevent 
the  two  women  from  entering  the 
U.S.  The  directive,  issued  by  INS 


Commissioner  Leonel  Castillo 
instructs  guards  to  “parole”  sus¬ 
pected  homosexuals  into  the  U.S. , 
though  it  permits  the  guards  to 
question  them  at  length. 

Thus  far,  neither  the  two  har¬ 
assed  women  nor  any  lesbian  or 
gay  organization  has  complained 
to  the  INS  or  to  the  Justice 
Department  (of  which  INS  is  a 
branch)  about  this  incident. 

In  speaking  with  GCN,  how¬ 
ever,  Lucia  Valeska,  co-chair  of 
the  National  Gay  Task  Force 
(NGTF),  stressed  that  NGTF  is 
working  with  INS  and  the  Justice 
Department  in  order  to  effect  per¬ 
manent  changes  in  its  policy 
toward  lesbians  and  gay  men. 
NGTF  hopes  that  INS  will  not 
only  drop  “sexual  deviance”  from 
the  list  of  criteria  for  U.S.  entry 
denial,  but  also  that  it  will  decide 
to  prohibit  the  guards  from  asking 
visitors  any  questions  about  sex¬ 
ual  or  affectional  preference. 

Valeska  said  that  she  believes 
Continued  on  Page  6 


Anger  Mounts  over 
Bombing  and  Violence 


By  Barry  Mehler 

ST.  LOUIS,  MO  —  Over  200 
women  and  men  gathered  at  the 
Metropolitan  Community  Church 
on  Sept.  17  to  discuss  the  bombing 
of  Mor  or  Les,  a  lesbian  bar  in 
South  St.  Louis,  and  the  subse¬ 
quent  arrest  of  bar  manager  and 
gay  rights  activist  Mac  McCann 
(see  GCN  Vol.  7,  No.  10).' 

Rabbi  Bruce  Diamond,  speak¬ 
ing  for  the  St.  Louis  Rabbinical 
Association’s  Social  Action  Com¬ 
mittee,  received  a  warm  round  of 
applause  from  the  group  for  his 
support  of  gay  rights.  He  ex¬ 
pressed  the  concern  of  the  Jewish 
community  and  explained  that  he 
had  received  an  anonymous  cir¬ 
cular  letter  which  said  that  the 
“Kikes”  who  “have  been  squeez¬ 


ing  the  life’s  blood  out  of  South 
St.  Louis”  were  responsible  for 
bringing  the  dykes  to  the  area. 
The  letter  was  apparently  circulat¬ 
ed  within  the  neighborhood  of  the 
bar,  but  the  letterhead  identifying 
the  group  circulating  the  letter  had 
been  cut  off.  “What  is  clear,” 
Diamond  said,  “is  that  a  racist, 
anti-semitic  group  is  involved  in 
stirring  up  both  racism  and  sex¬ 
ism.” 

The  entire  group  stood  up  and 
applauded  when  Mac  McCann 
arrived.  She  spoke  openly  to  the 
group  for  over  an  hour,  saying, 
“My  lawyer  has  advised  me  to  say 
nothing  about  the  case,  but  I  feel  I 
must  speak  openly.  There  have 
been  too  many  rumors.  The  (St. 
Louis]  Post-Dispatch  reported 


.  .  .  that  ‘arson  investigators  said 
they  had  strong  evidence’  against 
me  and  ‘that  warrants  would  be 
sought.’  I  feel  like  I’ve  been  cruci¬ 
fied  by  the  press  and  TV,  all  of 
whom  have  named  me  as  the  pri¬ 
mary  suspect.  I  think  it  is  import¬ 
ant  for  all  of  us  to  understand 
what  is  happening  here. 

“Men  had  been  gathering 
outside  the  bar  after  closing  hours 
pounding  on  the  doors  and  yelling 
obscenities.  After  the  back 
windows  were  broken  and  a  brick 
was  thrown  through  the  front 
door,  I  became  frightened  and 
just  didn’t  want  to  stay  in  the 
apartment  above  the  bar.  I  leased 
a  house  two  weeks  before  the 
bombing  and  was  slowly  moving 
Continued  on  Page  6 


Plans  for  Third  World 
Conference  Firm  Up 


Stephen  M.  Lachs,  appointed  by 
Gov:  Brown  to  Los  Angeles 
Superior  Court 

feel  that  he  was  appointed  because 
he  is  gay,  and  that  his  sexual  ori¬ 
entation  will  not  affect  his  posi¬ 
tion  or  his  ability  to  function  ef¬ 
fectively  in  that  position,  he  is 
aware  of  the  problems  encoun¬ 
tered  by  other  gay  people  in  any 
field. 

“There  probably  are  millions  of 
lesbians  and  gay  men  in  the  coun¬ 
try  who  are  performing  their  jobs 
very  well  and  yet  are  in  positions 
where  they  feel  they  cannot  allow 
their  sexual  preferences  to  be 
known,”  he  said.  “This  is  hope¬ 
fully  something  we  will  start  see¬ 
ing  the  end  of.” 

“I’m  beginning  to  feel  like  a 
footnote  in  the  Guiness  Book  of 
Records,”  Lachs  reflected. 
“Hopefully,  others  like  me  will 
follow  and  I  will  just  become 
someone  who  is  doing  his  job  ef¬ 
fectively.  The  big  day  will  be  when 
someone  like  me  is  appointed  and 
it  won’ t  even  be  a  news  story.  ’  ’ 


COLUMBIA,  MD  —  Plans  are 
being  finalized  for  the  first 
National  Third  World 

Lesbian/Gay  Conference  in 
Washington,  DC,  Oct.  12-15. 
Spokespersons  for  the  National 
Coalition  of  Black  Gays  (NCBG) 
estimate  that  some  500  lesbians 
and  gay  men  will  attend  the  Con¬ 
ference,  representing  native 
Americans,  Asians,  Latins,  and 
blacks.  Organizers  said  that,  with 
some  100,000  persons  expected 
for  the  Oct.  14  National  March  on 
Washington  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights,  “it  is  not  unreasonable  to 
anticipate  thousands”  of  third 
world  lesbians  and  gay  men  for 
the  Conference.  The  fact  that  the 
nation’s  capital  “is  already  85% 
third  world  by  mere  residency” 
was  cited  as  a  factor  which  could 
also  boost  the  anticipated 
attendance. 

All  general  sessions  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  will  be  open  to  the  public, 
and  workshops  and  forums  are 
being  planned  for  non-third  world 
and  non-gay  persons.  The  primary 
focus  of  the  Conference,  however, 
will  be  on  Asians,  native  Ameri¬ 
cans,  Latins,  and  blacks. 

Inquiries  have  been  received  by 
Conference  organizers  from 
South  America,  the  West  Indies, 
Africa,  Canada,  and  parts  of 
Europe.  It  has  been  stated  that  the 
diversity  of  the  participants’  back¬ 
grounds,  cultures,  and  ages  will  be 
borne  in  mind  “so  that  the  Con¬ 
ference  will  be  as  relevant  for 
Mary  Ann  from  Cedar  Buff, 
Alabama,  as  it  is  to  John  from 
San  Francisco,  California;  or  for 
Latins  from  New  York  City  as  it  is 
for  American  Indians  from 


Minneapolis;  or  for  the  68-year 
old  grandparent  from  Denver  as  it 
is  for  the  17-year  old  youth  from 
Chicago.” 

The  Conference  is  scheduled  to 
begin  promptly  at  9  a.m.  on  Fri¬ 
day,  Oct.  12.  In  order  to  attract  as 
many  people  as  possible  to 
Washington  in  time  for  the  open¬ 
ing  session,  there  are  plans  being 
made  for  a  pre-Conference 
concert  on  Thursday,  Oct.  11,  fea¬ 
turing  third  world  lesbian/gay 
musicians  and  poets.  The  concert 
is  planned  to  conclude  with  a 
disco  dance.  Those  persons  who 
have  agreed  to  facilitate 
workshops  should  plan  to  arrive 
by  6  p.m.  Oct.  11  for  orientation 
and  an  informal  get-acquainted 
session. 

Speakers  at  the  Conference  will 
be  “lesbian  and  gay  speakers  who 
have  made  positive  contributions 
to  the  third  world  lesbian/gay 
movement.  Since  this  is  a  ‘nation¬ 
al’  conference  and  a  ‘third  world’ 
conference  and  a  ‘lesbian/gay’ 
conference,  all  of  these  factors  are 
being  considered  prior  [to] 
approaching  a  potential  speaker,” 
organizers  said. 

Representatives  of  NCBG  have 
expressed  the  hope  that  one  im¬ 
mediate  result  of  this  Conference 
will  be  the  creation  of  a  third 
world  lesbian/gay  directory,  the 
purpose  of  which  would  be  to 
identify  these  groups  to  each  other 
and  to  create  some  sort  of  com¬ 
munication  among  them  all. 

For  information  about  the  first 
National  Third  World  Lesbian/ 
Gay  Conference,  contact  NCBG, 
P.O.  Box  548,  Columbia,  MD 
21045,  or  call  (301)  596-5865. 


Third  World  Gathering 
Held  in  Boston 


BOSTON,  MA  —  The  Harriet 
Tu\>man  House  in  Boston’s  South 
End  was  the  scene  for  a  gathering 
of  Asian,  Hispanic,  and  black  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  on  Sept.  22, 
the  first  time  that  people  of  these 
diverse  groups  met  together  with 
an  eye  to  the.  establishment  of  a 
national  third  world  network. 

The  three-hour  informal  con¬ 
ference  was  highlighted  by  the 
appearance  of  three  guest  speak¬ 
ers  who  had  flown  in  to  Boston 
for  the  occasion.  Rev.  Dolores 
Berry,  a  pastor  of  the  Metropoli¬ 
tan  Community  Church,  is  the 
Co-Director  of  the  First  National 
Third  World  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Conference  slated  for  Oct.  12-15 
in  Washington,  D.C.  Jon  Gee  is 
the  Executive  Assistant  for  the 
Third  World  Conference  and, 
along  with  Berry,  is  among  the 
group  of  people  who  founded  the 
National  Coalition  of  Black  Gays. 
The  third  speaker,  A.  Ramon 
Muni,  of  Miami  (FL),  chaired  the 
organizing  effort  which  led  to  the 
opposition  of  the  Anita  Bryant 
Crusade  in  Florida.  He  is  also  a 
founding  member  of  the  Dade 
County  Coalition  for  Human 
Rights.  The  final  speaker  was 
Armando  Gaitan,  facilitator  of 
the  gathering  and  a  representative 
of  Boston’s  March  on 
Washington  Coalition.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  El  Comite  Latino  de 
Lesbianas  y  Homosexuales  de 
Boston  (the  Committee  of  Latin 
Lesbians  and  Gay  Men  of 
Boston). 

The  group  discussed  the  format 
*  and  planned  workshops  of  the 
Third  World  Conference,  and 
proposed  the  addition  of  work- 


# 


Armando  Gaitan,  facilitator  of 
Boston’s  first  third  world  lesbian/ 
gay  gathering 

shops  on  the  Latina  Lesbian 
Experience,  Immigration  and  Les¬ 
bians/Gay  Men,  Counselling 
Black  Gay  Youth,  and  a  panel 
presentation  about  Hispanic 
people  in  the  U.S.  Lesbian/Gay 
Movement. 

Unity,  visibility,  and  participa¬ 
tion  were  themes  stressed  by  the 
speakers.  A  firm  commitment  was 
made  by  some  participants  to 
develop  a  Lesbian/Gay  Third 
World  Caucus  in  Massachusetts. 

Armando  Gaitan  praised  the 
Harriet  Tubman  House  officials 
for  their  assistance  in  preparations 
for  the  gathering.  He  especially 
cited  the  aid  of  Robert  Ford,  who 
died  of  a  heart  attack  the  day  of 
the  gathering.  Gaitan  said  that 
Ford  “had  been  especially  sup¬ 
portive  of  Boston’s  third  world 
lesbian  and  gay  community.” 
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quote  of  the  week 

“The  indivisibility  of  human  rights  has  become  a 
cliche  in  the  mouths  of  politicians  like  Jimmy  Carter, 
but  it  is  a  concept  too  often  honored  more  in  the 
breach  than  in  the  observance  right  here  at  home. 
The  way  in  which  America  treats  its  homosexual 
citizens  is  a  case  in  point . . .  [H]omosexuals  are  the 
only  minority  against  whose  existence  there  are  laws: 
in  two-thirds  of  the  country  the  homosexual  is  an  out¬ 
law,  which  forces  millions  of  gay  Americans  to  suffo¬ 
cate  in  their  closets  of  fear  and  denial  of  self . . . 

“We  endorse  the  National' March  on  Washington 
for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights.  Too  many  people  in  the 
progressive  community  seem  uncomfortable  with 
this  issue  —  there’s  still  a  lot  of  social  stigma  if 
you’re  thought  to  be  ‘queer.’  The  best  way  to  guaran¬ 
tee  the  rights  of  minorities  is  for  members  of  the 
majority  to  stand  up  for  them.  The  freeing  of  sexual 
behavior  between  consenting  adults  from  govern¬ 
mental  repression  is  a  fundamental  issue  of  civil 
liberty.  It  is  time  to  rid  our  nation  of  the  shameful, 
Victorian  prejudice  that  makes  same-sex  love  a 
crime.” 

—An  editorial  statement  which  appeared  in 
The  Nation  magazine,  Sept.  15,  1979,  page 
196. 


all-gay  teams  in  competition 

BOULDER,  CO  —  Boulder  Gay  Liberation  at  the 
University  of  Colorado  has  announced  that  it  has 
recruited  and  entered  both  a  football  team  and  a  vol¬ 
leyball  team  in  competition  in  the  University’s 
general  collegiate  intramural  league.  All  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  both  teams  are  gay.  In  addition,  the  group  has 
organized  a  cheerleading  team,  the  “Lavender 
Express.” 

The  goals  of  the  teams  include  “exploring  ways 
in  which  the  group  mentality  of  team  sports  and  the 
individuality  of  gay  liberation  can  be  merged  in  a 
mutually  reinforcing  way,”  according  to  a  press 
release  from  the  Boulder  group.  Team  members  feel 
that,  by  engaging  in  a  “typically  mainstream  activity,” 
they  will  “serve  as  inspirations  to  other  gay  people 
that  any  activity  is  open  to  them.” 

In  other  sports  news,  Ann  Meyers  has  become 
the  first  woman  to  be  signed  by  a  team  in  the 
National  Basketball  Association.  Meyers  stands  5 
feet,  9  inches  tall  and  weighs  135  pounds,  30  pounds 
less  than  any  other  player  in  the  NBA.  She  has  been 
signed  by  the  Indiana  Pacers  and  is  the  first  four-time 
all-American  player  in  women’s  college  basketball. 


health  workers  to  march 

PHILADELPHIA,  PA  —  The  health  workers’  con¬ 
tingent  for  the  National  March  on  Washington  for 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  will  assemble  at  11:30  a.m. 
on  the  south  side  of  the  National  Gallery  of  Art  west 
of  4th  St.,  according  to  Walter  J.  Lear,  Convenor  of 
the  National  Gay  Health  Coalition.  The  Oct.  14  March 
has  received  the  endorsement  of  the  National  Gay 
Health  Coalition,  and  members  of  the  organizations 
which  comprise  the  Coalition  plan  to  carry  the  ban¬ 
ners  of  those  organizations  in  the  March. 


mta  resolution  jeopardized 

BOSTON,  MA  —  The  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Massachusetts  Teachers  Association  (MTA)  has 
moved  to  thwart  a  resolution  dealing  with  gay  rights 
that  was  recently  adopted  by  the  Annual  Meeting  of 
Delegates  (see  GCN  Vol.  6,  No.  46).  Although  the  Non- 
discriminatory  Practices  resolution  is  now  an  official 
MTA  resolution,  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  MTA 
has  assigned  it  to  a  committee  that  is  powerless  to 
implement  the  Resolution. 

The  resolution  should  have  been  assigned  to  the 
MTA  Legislation  Committee,  said  a  spokesperson  for 
the  MTA  Gay  Rights  Caucus,  so  that  they  would 
lobby  for  appropriate  legislation  including  the  gay 
rights  legislation  that  will  be  filed  next  year.  The 
resolution  should  also  have  been  assigned  to  the 
MTA  professional  staff  so  that  they  would  work  for 
contract  language  protecting  gay  and  lesbian 
schoolworkers. 

The  Gay  Rights  Caucus  of  the  MTA  has  asked 
the  MTA  Board  of  Directors  to  reconsider  its  action. 
The  Caucus  members  hope  that  the  original  assign¬ 
ment  was  merely  an  oversight.  “It  would  be  truly 
ironic,”  spokespersons  said,  “if  the  first  official 
action  of  the  MTA  Board  after  passage  of  the  Nondis- 
criminatory  Practices  resolution  turned  out  to  be  one 
which  would  result  in  continuing  these  very  kinds  of 
discriminatory  practices.” 


fourth  body  found  near  l.a. 

VENTURA  COUNTY,  CA  —  A  teenager  found 
dead  near  the  Los  Angeles/Ventura  County  line  has 
been  identified  as  David  Louis  Morello,  17,  of  La 
Mirada.  Capt.  Paul  Lydick  of  the  Ventura  County 
Sheriff’s  Dept,  said  investigators  believe  Morello’s 
death  is  connected  with  three  other  murdered  teen- 
aged  boys  whose  bodies  have  been  found  in  the 
same  area.  Authorities  reported  that  all  of  the  victims 
had  been  sexually  molested. 


release  of  names  opposed 

BOSTON,  MA  —  The  Civil  Liberties  Union  of 
Massachusetts  (CLUM)  has  stated  its  opposition  to  a 
plan  proposed  by  Massachusetts  State  Police  which 
calls  for  the  distribution  to  local  police  departments 
of  the  names  of  "child  pornography”  customers 
around  the  country. 

John  Roberts,  Executive  Director  of  CLUM,  said, 
“We  think  that  would  be  a  deprivation  of  privacy 
rights.”  Roberts  admitted,  however,  that  he  was 
unsure  about  the  existence  of  any  restrictions  on  the 
dissemination  of  such  information. 


where  will  it  end? 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  —  The  San  Francisco 
Chronicle  reported  recently  that  a  man  who  sprained 
his  ankle  while  disco  dancing  was  transported  and 
admitted  to  Mills  Hospital  in  San  Mateo.  He  was 
attired  in  gold  jeans  that  fit  so  tightly  they  had  to  be 
removed  by  cutting  them  up  the  sides.  Imagine  the 
surprise  of  the  hospital  attendants  when  they  uncov¬ 
ered  a  large  salami  taped  to  his  thigh. 


wait  whitman  endorses  march 

PHILADELPHIA,  PA  —  The  Walt  Whitman  Demo¬ 
cratic  Club,  which  organized  the  February 
conference  in  Philadelphia  which  started  the  plans  fo 
the  Oct.  14  National  March  on  Washington  for 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights,  has  voted  to  endorse  the 
March. 

The  Whitman  Club  has  also  urged  that  letters  of 
protest  be  sent  to  the  Senate  Finance  Committee 
concerning  the  nomination  of  former  Florida  Gov. 
Reuben  Askew  as  Special  Representative  for  Trade 
Negotiations.  Askew,  in  his  position  as  governor, 
supported  Anita  Bryant’s  homophobic  crusade. 
Letters  may  be  addressed  to  Committee  on  Finance, 
U.S.  Senate,  Washington,  DC  20510. 


d.a.  vows  prosecution 

MILWAUKEE,  Wl  —  District  Attorney  E.  Michael 
McCann  has  announced  his  intention  to  prosecute 
anyone  arrested  for  “sexual  perversion”  in  the  Club 
Milwaukee  baths,  which  McCann  referred  to  as  a 
“house  of  depravity.”  McCann’s  comments  came 
after  several  men  were  arrested  in  a  raid  on  the  baths 
on  Sept.  15. 

A  report  by  Helane  Morrison  in  the  Milwaukee 
Journal  described  the  arrests:  “Two  undercover  offi¬ 
cers  who  had  joined  the  club  [sic]  saw  10  nude  men  in 
the  steam  room.  The  officers  saw  through  the  fog  one 
man  standing  and  another  sitting  on  a  bench 
committing  an  act  of  sexual  perversion.  They  saw 
another  couple  in  a  similar  position  and  later  arrested 
the  four. 

“Later,  the  officers  went  into  a  back  hallway  to 
find  two  nude  men  lying  on  the  floor  and  arrested 
those  two.” 

McCann,  in  announcing  his  intention  to  prose¬ 
cute  anyone  arrested  in  the  Club  Milwaukee,  said, 
“Let  us  not  delude  ourselves.  We  all  know  what  goes 
on  in  the  cubicles.”  The  Sept.  15  raid  was  the  third 
such  raid  by  police,  and  the  six  men  arrested  were 
placed  on  “informal  probation.”  McCann  explained 
that  state  law  prohibits  “abnormal  acts  of  sexual 
gratification”  and  “sexual  activity  in  the  presence  of 
others,”  and  that  prosecutions  by  his  office  would 
focus  on  these  charges.  “I  don’t  think  there  can  be 
abnormal  acts  between  married  people,”  McCann 
said,  “if  anyone  thinks  this  would  be  subject  to  over¬ 
broad  interpretation.” 


embrace  wins,  pie  loses 

CHARLOTTE,  NC  —  During  a  recent  protest  by 
some  60  gay  and  human  rights  demonstrators  at  an 
appearance  by  Anita  Bryant,  one  man  tried  to  rush 
the  stage  and  was  quickly  hustled  outside  by  the 
police.  He  later  returned,  having  convinced  the 
officers  that  he  was  not  one  of  the  protesters,  and 
said  that  Bryant’s  anti-gay  crusade  had  converted 
him  to  heterosexuality. 

The  crowd,  estimated  at  about  4,000,  cheered 
the  man  when  he  embraced  Bryant  on  stage.  Another 
man,  however,  was  seized  by  police  as  he  too 
attempted  to  get  close  to  the  stage  and  Bryant.  He 
was  discovered  to  be  carrying  a  concealed  cream  pie. 


noble  speaks  in  michigan 

DETROIT,  Ml  —  The  Michigan  Organization  for 
Human  Rights  (MOHR)  has  announced  that  Elaine 
Noble,  noted  lesbian  and  former  member  of  the 
Massachusetts  House  of  Representatives,  will  be  the 
keynote  speaker  at  the  annual  MOHR  Convention  in 
Southfield,  Ml.  The  convention  is  scheduled  for  Nov. 
9-11. 

Noble  will  deliver  an  address  on  “The  Political 
Power  of  Gay  People”  at  8  p.m.  on  Nov.  10  at  the 
Oakland  Community  College  Orchard  Ridge  Campus 
Multi-purpose  Complex.  All  other  convention  activi¬ 
ties  will  take  place  at  the  Southfield  Ramada  Inn.  For 
additional  information,  contact  MOHR,  940  W. 
McNichols,  Detroit,  Ml  48203,  or  call  (313)  863-7255. 


86  arrested  after  robbery 

CHICAGO,  IL  —  In  a  search  for  two  "transvestite 
robbers,”  police  wound  up  arresting  86  persons  in  a 
tavern  alleged  to  be  “a  disorderly  house.”  Police  were 
acting  ©n  a  report  by  an  unidentified  man  who 
claimed  to  have  been  held  up  in  a  vacant  lot  near  the 
tavern  by  two  men  dressed  as  women. 

Police  reportedly  found  several  transvestites  in 
the  lot,  but  none  who  matched  the  description  of  the 
robbers.  Officers  then  entered  the  tavern,  arresting 
people  on  charges  that  they  were  all  “members  of  a 
disorderly  house,”  a  charge  usually  relating  to  gamb¬ 
ling  or  prostitution. 

At  a  subsequent  court  appearance,  63  men  and 
23  women  had  all  charges  against  them  dismissed  by 
a  judge  on  the  basis  of  insufficient  evidence. 


i  love  (gay)  new  york 

NEW  YORK,  NY  —  Harrison  Goldin,  Comptroller 
of  New  York  City,  has  come  up  with  a  new  promotion¬ 
al  gimmick  for  the  city.  In  addition  to  the  increasingly 
popular  ‘I  Love  New  York”  T-shirts,  Goldin  had  a  sug¬ 
gestion  to  make  in  a  recent  address  to  a  gay  business 
group. 

“It  might  make  sense  —  dollars  and  cents  —  to 
include  the  gay  community  in  the  national  promotion 
of  New  York  City,”  Goldin  said,  “along  with  China¬ 
town,  Little  Italy,  the  Statue  of  Liberty,  and  the 
Empire  State  Building.” 


civil  liberties  union  wants  you 

PORTLAND,  ME  —  The  Maine  Civil  Liberties 
Union  wants  to  hear  from  people  who  have  been  the 
victimsof  verbal  orphysicalabuse  by  officers  of  the 
Portland  Police  Dept. 

“If  you  are  approached  on  the  streets  or  else¬ 
where  and  treated  in  a  derogatory  manner  by  officers 
of  the  Department,  do  not  respond,”  states  a  warning 
in  Mainely  Gay,  a  publication  originating  in  Portland. 
“Instead,  attempt  to  determine  the  license  plate  of 
the  police  vehicle  or  badge  number  of  the  officer.” 

According  to  Mainely  Gay,  “Increased  police 
hostility  has  been  reported  recently  by  Portland’s  gay 
community.  Often,  gay  people  in  the  vicinity  of  well- 
known  gay  establishments  are  accosted  by  on-duty 
police  officers  and,  at  best,  jeered  or  illuminated  by 
the  squad  car’s  spotlight.” 

If  you  have  been  so  harassed,  you  are  urged  to 
contact  the  Maine  Civil  Lbierties  Union,  97A 
Exchange  St.,  Portland,  ME  04111,  (207)  774-5444. 
You  are  requested  to  include  your  name  and  a  way  in 
which  you  may  be  contacted.  At  your  request,  all 
information  will  be  kept  confidential. 


blake  in  ngtf  benefit 

BOSTON,  MA  —  Well-known  entertainer  Arthur 
Blake  will  bring  his  one-man  show  to  Buddies  on 
Sun.,  Oct.  7  at  9  p.m.  Proceeds  from  the  event  will 
benefit  the  National  Gay  Task  Force.  Buddies  is  loca¬ 
ted  at  733  Boylston  St.,  Boston. 


new  hampshire  marches 

CONCORD,  NH  —  Reservations  will  be  accept¬ 
ed  through  Oct.  1  for  transportation  from  New 
Hampshire  to  Washington,  DC,  for  the  Oct.  14 
National  March  on  Washington  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights. 

The  New  Hampshire  Coalition  of  Lesbians  and 
Gay  Men  will  charter  one  or  two  buses,  depending  on 
the  number  of  reservations  made.  Times  and  places 
of  departure  will  also  depend  on  those  who  make 
reservations.  Cost  Is  $45  per  person  for  the  chartered 
bus  ride  and  $10  per  person  for  motel  space,  based 
on  four  people  per  room. 

In  addition,  the  Coalition  is  seeking  anyone  who 
would  like  to  participate  in  the  state  lobbying  activi¬ 
ties  on  Monday,  Oct.  15. 

For  more  information  on  transportation,  hous¬ 
ing,  or  lobbying,  write  New  Hampshire  Coalition,  Box 
521,  Concord,  NH  03301,  or  call  (603)  225-3929. 


hepatitis  b  and  public  health 

NEW  YORK,  NY  —  A  scientific  session  entitled 
“Endemic  Hepatitis  in  the  Gay  Male  Population”  will 
be  presented  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  American 
Public  Health  Association  (APHA),  to  be  held  in  New 
York  City  from  Nov.  4-8.  The  session  on  hepatitis  in 
gay  men  is  scheduled  for  Tues.,  Nov.  6,  from  8:30-10 
a.m.,  and  is  co-sponsored  by  the  Medical  Care, 
Laboratory,  and  Epidemiology  sections  of  APHA,  the 
American  Venereal  Disease  Association,  and  the  Gay 
Public  Health  Workers. 

Two  papers  will  be  presented:  Hepatitis  B  in 
Male  Homosexuals,  a  study  of  the  incidence  and 
prevalence  of  the  infection  among  gay  men  in  five 
American  cities;  and  Hepatitis  B  Vaccine  on  the  Hori¬ 
zon,  a  report  on  the  two  large-scale  double  blind  trials 
now  underway  on  populations  of  gay  men  in  several 
U.S.  communities. 

A  panel  of  gay  health  professionals  will  after¬ 
wards  address  the  issues  raised  in  the  presentations 
of  the  papers. 
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Man  Sentenced 
in  Rape  of  Spouse 


Compiled  by  Jil  Clark 

SALEM,  MA  —  A  jury  of  four 
women  and  eight  men  have  made 
what  is  believed  to  be  an  unprece¬ 
dented  conviction  in  this  state: 
they  pronounced  thirty-two  year 
old  James  K.  Chretien  guilty  of 
raping  his  estranged  wife, 
Carmelina  Chretien.  On 

September  24,  they  sentenced  him 
to  three  to  five  years  in  Walpole 
State  Prison. 

Judge  Thomas  R.  Morse  also 
gave  Chretien  three  years’  proba¬ 
tion,  to  be  served  at  the  end  of  the 
prison  term,  for  breaking  and 
entering  the  woman’s  apartment 
on  February  8  with  the  intention 
of  assaulting  her  (she  and  her  hus¬ 
band  were  already  living  apart  at 
the  time  that  the  attack  occured). 

Defense  attorney  Ralph 
Barbagallo  said  he  would  file  an 
appeal  of  both  the  sentence  and 
the  conviction. 

On  the  day  of  the  sentencing, 
Barbagallo  told  the  court  that, 
prior  to  the  trial,  the  district 
attorney  had  offered  to 
recommend  probation  for 
Chretien  if  he  pleaded  guilty. 
Barbagallo  said  that  if  Chretien 
had  believed  there  was  a  chance  of 
incarceration,  he  would  have 
accepted  that  offer. 

According  to  district  attorney 
Kevin  Burke,  at  the  time  of  the 
indictment,  Barbagallo  had 
moved  to  have  the  case  dismissed 
on  the  basis  of  the  common  law 
defense  that  a  husband  cannot  be 
charged  with  the  rape  of  his  wife. 

“That  motion  was  denied  by 
Judge  John  T.  Irwin,  Jr.,  on  June 
25,  when  he  ruled  that  ‘regardless 
of  marital  status,  a  husband  can 
be  charged  with  the  rape  of  his 
wife,’  said  Burke. 

“What  this  verdict  shows,”  he 
continued,  “is  that  the  law  can 
protect  the  victims  of  rape  and 


sexual  abuse.  For  too  long, 
abused  people  such  as  women  or 
children  were  afraid  to  report  the 
abuse.  This  [conviction]  indicates 
there’s  no  need  for  victims  to 
hide.” 

According  to  testimony  given  at 
the  trial,  on  February  8th  at  3 
a.m.,  James  Chretien  broke  into 
Carmelina  Chretien’s  third  floor 
apartment.  Police  summoned  by 
neighbors  had  to  escort  him  out  of 
the  bedroom. 

Carmelina  Chretien  testified 
that  he  had  choked  her  until  “I 
thought  I  was  going  to  die,” 
although  their  nine-year  old  son 
gave  conflicting  testimony. 

James  Chretien  reappeared  at 
4:30  a.m.  in  her  bedroom,  she 
said.  “He  told  me  to  ‘be  quiet  or 
I’ll  kill  you.’  I  was  then  told  to 
undress.” 

Police  were  summoned  again 
and  this  time  took  James  Chretien 
into  protective  custody  “because 
of  a  strong  odor  of  alcohol.” 

Carmelina  Chretien  was  treated 
that  afternoon  at  a  hospital  and 
filed  a  complaint  the  next  day  at 
Haverhill  District  Court. 

Prior  to  sentencing,  Barbagallo 
presented  the  court  a  petition 
from  150  of  James’  friends  calling 
for  leniency  and  letters  from  his 
employers  describing  him  as 
“warm,  dependable,  and  having 
compassion  for  his  fellow  man.” 

Barbagallo  later  asked  the  judge 
to  stay  execution  of  the  sentence 
until  the  appeal  was  decided  so 
that  Chretien  wouldn’t  lose  an 
impending  employment  opportu¬ 
nity. 

Judge  Morse  declined  to  offer 
the  stay,  stating  that  he  was  con¬ 
cerned  about  Carmelina 
Chretien’s  safety.  Morse  further 
stipulated  that  the  defendant  must 
undergo  treatment  for  alcoholism 
as  part  of  his  probation  sentence. 


Speakers  and  Events 
Listed  for  March 


NEW  YORK,  NY  -  Plans  for 
the  Oct.  14  National  March  on 
Washington  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights  are  firming  up  as  the  day  of 
the  march  draws  closer.  On  Sept. 
12,  a  partial  list  of  speakers  was 
resleased  by  the  national  office  in 
New  York  City,  as  was  data  On  the 
march  and  rally  itself. 

The  march  will  depart  the 
Union  Square  area  of  4th  St.  at 
noon  on  Oct.  14.  The  rally  is 
scheduled  to  begin  at  2  p.m.  on 
the  Mall  near  the  Washington 
Monument,  and  is  expected  to  last 
until  5  p.m.  Entertainers 
scheduled  to  perform  at  the  rally 
are  Mary  Watkins,  Linda  Tillery, 
Holly  Near,  Meg  Christian,  and 
Tom  Robinson.  March  organizers 
said  that  this  is  the  list  of  con¬ 
firmed  performers  to  date,  and 
that  “there  will  be  many  more 
who  are  not  confirmed  at  this 
time.” 

Confirmed  speakers  who  will 
address  the  rally  include  Rep.  Ted 
Weiss,  co-sponsor  of  the  federal 
gay  civil  rights  bill  (HR  2074); 
Harry  Britt  of  the  San  Francisco 
Board  of  Supervisors;  Lucia 
Valeska,  Co-Executive  Director, 
National  Gay  Task  Force;  labor 
leader  Howard  Wallace;  Betty 
Santoro,  spokesperson  for  Les¬ 
bian  Feminist  Liberation;  Steve 
Ault,  of  the  March  on  Washinton 
national  office  (NY);  Juanita 
Ramos  of  El  Comite  Homosexual 
Latinoamericano;  feminist  activist 
and  author  Kate  Millett;  lesbian 
feminist  theorist  Charlotte  Bunch; 
Sky  Rose  of  Gay  Youth;  and 
Eleanor  Smeal,  president  of  the 
National  Organization  for 
Women. 

In  addition  to  the  National 
Third  World  Lesbian  and  Gay 


Conference,  which  will  be  held 
Oct.  12-15,  there  will  be  many 
other  activities  in  which  marchers 
and  conference  delegates  may 
wish  to  participate. 

On  Thurs.,  Oct.  11,  there  will 
be  a  dance  at  Harambee  House, 
2225  Georgia  Ave.,  N.W.,  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  Third  World 
Conference.  Music  will  be  provid¬ 
ed  by  Mary  Watkins,  Linda 
Tillery,  Phillip  Baker,  and 
Blackberri.  For  additional 
information,  call  (202)  462-5400. 

On  Sat.,  Oct.  13,  men  interest¬ 
ed  in  sports  are  invited  to  a  recep¬ 
tion  and  social  at  the  Exile  Bar  at 
the  corner  of  New  York  and  9th, 
N.W.,  from  1-4  p.m.  Men  are 
asked  to  bring  information  about 
their  areas’  sporting  events  for  the 
coming  year.  Also  on  Oct.  13,  the 
Washington  Area  Women’s 
Center  will  sponsor  a  disco  dance, 
with  a  DJ,  at  the  Shoreham 
Americana  Hotel  at  Connecticut 
Ave.  and  Calvert  St.,  N.W.  The 
dance  is  for  lesbians  and  admis¬ 
sion  will  be  $7  at  the  door. 

Several  other  groups  have 
scheduled  events  ranging  from  a 
press  conference  by  Parents  and 
Friends  of  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men 
to  a  hospitality  suite  hosted  by  the 
Gay  Atheists  League  of  America 
to  a  performance  by  Les  Ballets 
Trockadero  de  Monte  Carlo.  In 
addition,  the  Washington  Gay 
Community  Center  will  present 
Pat  Bond  in  “An  Evening  with 
Gertrude  Stein”  and  “Conversat¬ 
ions  with  Pat  Bond.” 

For  additional  information 
about  the  many  events  which  have 
been  scheduled  during  the  march 
weekend,  contact  the  national 
office  in  New  York  City  at  (212) 
924-2970. 


THE  WINNERS:  Incumbent  Mayor  Kevin  H.  White  (i)  and  State  Sen.  Joseph  Timilty  will  vie  for  the 
office  of  Mayor  of  Boston  in  November’s  final  election. 


News  Analysis 

King  Strong,  White  Wins 


By  David  Brill 

BOSTON,  MA  —  In  the  first 
Boston  election  in  which  almost 
all  mayoral  candidates  actively 
sought  support  from  the  gay  com¬ 
munity,  the  community  turned 
out  in  full  force.  The  most  visible 
gay  support  was  found  in  the 
camp  of  State  Rep.  Mel  King, 
while  incumbent  Mayor  Kevin  H. 
White  had  former  Rep.  Elaine 
Noble  marshalling  gay  votes  on 
his  behalf  on  Sept.  25.  State  Sen. 
Joseph  Timilty’s  gay  community 
coordinator,  Ron  Catena,  had  less 
gay  support  to  organize,  but  will 
have  considerable  work  to  do  in 
November. 

The  final  count  had  White  and 
Timilty  the  winners,  at  42  and  28 
percent  each.  King  finished  third 
at  15  percent,  less  than  150  votes 
ahead  of  School  Committee  presi¬ 
dent  David  Finnegan,  the  only 
candidate  who  did  not  seek  gay 
support.  The  surprise  of  the  elec¬ 
tion  was  considered  to  be  the 
strong  showing  of  King,  who 
spent  an  estimated  $35,000  with 
almost  no  media  advertising, 
ahead  of  Finnegan  —  the  member 
of  a  prominent  political  family 
who  has  run  citywide  three  times 
before  —  who  spent  much  more. 

King  cut  deeply  into  traditional 
Kevin  White  territory,  carrying 
Ward  4  (South  End)  with  41  per¬ 
cent  of  the  vote,  and  even  garner¬ 
ing  27  percent  of  the  vote  in 
White’s  home  area,  Ward  5 
(Beacon  Hill  and  Back  Bay),  fin¬ 
ishing  second,  where,  no  doubt, 
Rep.  Barney  Frank’s  support  was 
critical.  He  also  finished  a  healthy 


third  in  Ward  21  (Allston)  at  20 
percent,  as  well  as  carrying  the 
predominantly  black  wards  of  the 
city  by  60  percent. 

Timilty  is  counting  on  King  and 
Frank  to  deliver  the  considerable 
amount  of  gay  support  which  was 
evident  on  Tuesday.  However, 
after  the  election,  neither  Frank 
nor  King  would  make  any  predic¬ 
tions  about  whom  they  would 
back  in  November. 

But  Ron  Catena  told  GCN,”  I 
think  with  Barney’s  and  Mel’s 
help,  there’s  no  question  that  we 
can  go  on  to  victory  in  Novem¬ 
ber,”  and  added,  “I’ve  got  my 
work  cut  out  for  me.” 

The  conventional  wisdom  is 
that  most  of  Finnegan’s  vote  will 
go  to  Timilty,  which  makes  King’s 
support  all  the  more  important. 
Frank  told  GCN,  “It  was  an  im¬ 
pressive  showing,  and  a  good  day 
for  gay  voters.”  Frank  said  on 
WHDH  radio  on  election  night 
that  he  also  expects  that  most  of 
the  Finnegan  votes  will  go  to 
Timilty,  but  that  some  of  the  King 
votes  may  not  vote  at  all  in 
November.  White  has  tradition¬ 
ally  been  very  strong  in  the  black 
wards  of  the  city,  where  King  ran 
well. 

The  Gay  Caucus  to  Elect  Mel 
King  was  among  the  visible  con¬ 
tingents  in  the  campaign.  The  gay 
caucus,  organized  by  Lee  Tenny¬ 
son,  leafletted  bars  across  the  city, 
set  up  a  telephone  tree,  and  ran 
numerous  benefits  and  house  par¬ 
ties  for  King.  Gary  Dotterman, 
owner-manager  of  The  Bar, 
donated  a  sound  system  which 


Tennyson  used  to  call  people  out 
of  their  homes  to  “get  out  the 
vote.” 

This  unprecedented  gay 
political  involvement  was  not  ig¬ 
nored  by  the  local  media,  either. 
Three  Boston  television  stations, 
as  well  as  the  Boston  Herald 
American,  ran  news  features 
about  Boston’s  “gay  vote”  and 
estimated  the  size  of  the  vote  as 
high  as  25,000. 

At  King’s  election  night  recep¬ 
tion  in  the'  Hotel  Bradford  were 
many  familiar  faces  in  the  gay 
community,  as  well  as  activists 
from  many  of  Boston’s  women’s, 
tenant,  and  liberal  organizations. 
The  ebullient  crowd  behaved  as  if 
King  has  finished  first,  not  third, 
judging  from  the  atmosphere  and 
the  music  (“Ain’t  No  Stoppin’  Us 
Now”).  The  candidate  himself 
specifically  cited  the  work  of  the 
gay  community  in  his  campaign, 
and  said  he  had  brought  together 
“all  the  love  groups  in  the  city.” 

At  Timilty’s  reception  in  the 
Park  Plaza  Hotel  around  the  cor¬ 
ner,  the  crowd  was  less  diverse  but 
no  less  ecstatic  over  their  candi¬ 
date’s  predicted  second  place 
showing. 

White  did  not  have  a  central 
election  night  reception  for  the 
preliminary  election,  but  will  have 
one  in  November.  At  the  mayor’s 
Back  Bay  headquarters  on  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Avenue,  which  has  been 
run  by  Elaine  Noble,  an  overflow 
crowd  of  mostly  young  profes¬ 
sionals  and  city  employees,  in¬ 
cluding  many  lesbians  and  gay 
Continued  on  Page  6 


Father  Awarded  Custody 
of  Two  Children 


Compiled  by  Robin  Lippincott 

JOPLIN,  MO  —  In  what  is 
thought  to  be  the  first  victory  of 
its  kind  in  Kansas,  a  gay  man  has 
been  awarded  custody  of  his  two 
children.  GCN  first  learned  of  the 
case  through  a  letter  written  by 
two  of  the  fathers’  concerned 
friends,  Rick  and  Dennis  Cook 
who  are  associated  with  the 
Metropolitian  Community 

Church  in  nearby  Joplin  (see 
GCN,  Vol.  7,  No.  1). 

As  stated  in  the  letter,  the 
father’s  ex-wife  had  re-married 
and  was  a  victim  of  spouse  abuse. 
The  gay  father,  Tom  —  who  pre¬ 
fers  to  remain  semi-anonymous  — 
told  GCN  that  because  of  the  vio¬ 
lence  witnessed  by  the  children  in 
his  ex-wife’s  home,  he’d  had  to 
take  them  to  a  therapist  for  some 
time.  He  further  revealed  that  his 
ex-wife  and  her  husband  had  at¬ 
tempted  to  discredit  his  character 
by  setting  up  and  photographing 
displays  of  gay  pornography  in  his 
house  while  he  was  on  vacation. 


They  also  arranged  and  photo¬ 
graphed  the  house  to  make  it  ap¬ 
pear  as  though  the  children  were 
living  in  squalor.  To  counteract 
this  slander,  a  teacher  of  the  eldest 
child  attested  to  her  good  groom¬ 
ing,  high  grades  and  attendance. 
Tom  said  he  felt  that  the  custody 
trial  had  put  a  barrier  between 
him  and  his  daughter  which  he 
hopes  to  eradicate  in  time. 

Originally  unable  to  receive 
local  counsel  because  of  the 
uniqueness  of  the  case  in  a  small 
Kansas  town,  Tom  eventually 
turned  to  Kansas  City  attorney 
David  T.  Greis,  who  has  written 
an  article  on  the  case  for  Calendar 
magazine  which  he  also  plans  to 
send  to  the  National  Gay  Task 
Force  (NGTF).  Greis  was  unavail¬ 
able  for  comment,  but  according 
to  the  article,  the  judge  made  his 
decision  from  the  bench,  based 
upon  in-court  testimony  and  the 
depositions  of  expert  witnesses. 
Dr.  William  Cameron,  a  Balti¬ 
more-based  clinical  psychologist. 


and  Dr.  Alan  Kent  Malleon,  a 
practicing  L.A.  psychologist,  both 
testified  that  the  father’s  homo¬ 
sexuality  would  not  cause  prob¬ 
lems  of  gender  identity,  and  fur¬ 
thermore,  that  homosexuality  is 
established  in  a  child  within  his  or 
her  first  three  years,  and  is  prob¬ 
ably,  by  all  ethical  and  healthful 
means,  irrevocable. 

The  ex-wife  stated  that  she  did 
not  want  custody  of  the  children 
but  would  prefer  to  see  them  in  a 
foster  home  rather  than  with  their 
homosexual  father.  She  was  not 
held  responsible  for  either  half  of 
the  legal  fees  or  child  support,  and 
will  continue  to  see  the  children 
two  weekends  a  month  and  during 
summers.  Tom  emphasized  as  a 
warning  to  others  the  expenses  in¬ 
volved,  and  also  asked  that  we 
stress  the  support  he  received 
from  NGTF  as  well  as  friends, 
and  that  he  hoped  that  his  experi¬ 
ence,  as  precedent,  would  help 
others  in  the  future. 
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greetings  to  you 

Dear  GCN, 

Greetings  to  you  from  the  state  of  Oklahoma, 
and  from  a  guy  who  would  like  to  subscribe  to 
your  Gay  Community  News.  I  would  very  much 
like  to  subscribe,  but  have  one  slight  problem. 
I’m  not  allowed  to  have  common  currency  in  my 
possession  because  I’m  in  prison.  What  I  would 
like  to  do  is  send  the  sum  of  $2.10  in  postage 
stamps  in  hopes  you’ll  be  able  to  accept  it  for  my 
subscription  fee  for  six  weeks.  If  it’s  possible  for 
you  to  accept  these  stamps,  I  would  be  very 
grateful  to  you  for  your  assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Carl  Smallwood 
Oklahoma  State  Penitentiary 
McAlister,  OK 

Editor’s  Note:  We  get  many  requests  for  sub¬ 
scriptions  from  prisoners  who  have  no  funds  of 
any  kind.  If  you  would  like  to  help  get  GCN  to 
gay  women  and  men  behind  bars,  you  can  do  so 
by  sending  a  check  today  to  Prisoners/GCN,  22 
Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 


rape  crisis 

Dear  People, 

The  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  would 
like  to  inform  the  community  about  our  tempor¬ 
ary  closing.  From  Oct.  9,  1979,  until  Jan.  2, 
1980,  we  will  be  offering  only  minimal  referral 
services  to  allow  us  time  to  come  together  and 
strengthen  our  resources. 

Six  years  ago,  the  crisis  center  opened  in  a 
community  virtually  without  support  networks 
for  women  trying  to  work  through  rape  experi¬ 
ences.  At  present,  Boston  maintains  rape  units  in 
local  hospitals,  a  rape  team  in  the  police  depart¬ 
ment,  and  various  groups  working  on  rape  edu¬ 
cation  and  legislation. 

Given  the  present  array  of  services,  the  center 
sees  the  need  for  a  reassessment  of  our  position 
and  goals.  In  addition,  we  have  faced  internal 
issues  for  a  long  period,  such  as  lack  of  funding, 
counselor  turnover  and  overextension  of  our  ser¬ 
vices.  As  a  result,  the  collective  has  made  the 
decision  to  take  three  months  to  focus  our  efforts 
on  reorganization  in  order  to  reopen  with  a  bet¬ 
ter  knowledge  of  how  to  best  answer  the  needs  of 
the  community. 

During  this  period,  we  are  hoping  to  gather 
input  from  the  people  who  use  our  services,  to 
train  a  new  group  of  volunteers  for  the  group, 
and  make  the  scope  of  what  we  offer  more  feasi¬ 
ble  for  ourselves  and  useful  to  the  women  in  the 
area.  Our  general  meeting  to  elicit  community 
response  will  be  held  at  the  Cambridge  Women’s 
Center  on  Tuesday,  Oct.  23  at  7:00  p.m.  All 
women  interested  in  aiding  the  reorganization  of 
the  center,  in  whatever  way,  are  invited  to  join 
us.  Additional  input  by  mail  or  telephone  will  be 
welcome  up  until  our  closing. 

While  we  are  closed,  women  who  need  the 
services  of  a  counselor  will  be  referred  to  Boston 
City  or  Beth  Israel  Hospitals.  Our  answering 
service  will  be  operating  to  give  further  informa¬ 
tion  and  to  receive  messages  from  women  we  are 
presently  counseling.  Please  cal!  492-RAPE  if 
you  have  questions. 

Katie  Kenner 
The  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center 
46  Pleasant  St. 

Cambridge,  MA 


on  debate 

Dear  Friends: 

Gay  people  are  frequently  victims  of  the  larger 
society’s  trivialization  of  our  issues  and  con¬ 
cerns.  The  nongay  media’s  treatment  of  our  pro¬ 
test  against  the  film  Cruising  is  one  recent 
example  of  this.  From  long  experience  we  have 
learned  to  expect  this  and  have  toughened  our 
senses  accordingly. 

Trivialization  is  very  painful,  however,  when  it 
comes  from  someone  within  our  community.  A 
recent  letterto  GCN  concerning  the  NGTF  en¬ 
dorsement  of  the  March  on  Washington  (Sept. 
22  issue)  is  an  example  of  that. 

NGTF  conscientiously  and  in  good  faith  ex¬ 
pressed  concern  about  twelve  items  of  March  on 
Washington  policy  and  planning.  The  letter 
writer  discussed  only  two  of  the  twelve  then  triv¬ 
ialized  and  dismissed  our  effort  and  endorse¬ 
ment. 

Disagreement  over  substance,  procedure  and 
tactics  is  healthy,  necessary  and  welcome.  When 
it  comes  from  a  position  of  respect  and  support, 
the  result  is  lively  debate  and  an  honest  reflection 
of  the  rich  diversity  that  is  the  national  gay  com¬ 
munity.  When  it  comes  from  anger  and  uses  the 
tactics  of  those  who  would  make  us  invisible,  the 
message  is  distorted  and  lost. 

We  welcome  difference  as  a  source  of  strength. 
There  are  ways  of  expressing  that  difference  that 
support  and  contribute  rather  than  trivialize  and 
destroy. 

Very  truly  yours, 

C.F.  Brydon 
Lucia  Vales ka 
Co-Executive  Directors 
National  Gay  Task  Force 
New  York,  NY 


what  we  want 

Dear  GCN: 

What  is  it  that  gay  people  want?  As  with  any 
movement,  perhaps  the  answer  can  be  found 
among  its  revolutionary  ideology  —  among  the 
radicals  who,  by  definition,  work  for  an  over¬ 
throw  and  are  attempting  to  effect  changes  which 
will  ultimately  destroy  existing  political  or  cultur¬ 
al  realities  —  indeed,  radical  changes. 

The  beginning  of  Gay  Liberation  is  traced 
back  to  the  Stonewall  Inn  in  New  York  City, 
1969.  One  summer  night  when  the  bar  was  typic¬ 
ally  crowded  the  police,  typically,  raided.  What 
was  not  typical  was  the  reaction  of  the  patrons. 
Gay  men,  lesbians,  drag  queens  rioted,  kicked, 
threw  bottles  and  bricks  —  resisted.  And,  re¬ 
sistance  being  the  fuck  which  leads  to  a  move¬ 
ment’s  birth,  gay  liberation  was  born. 

To  attribute  all  of  today’s  gay  consciousness  to 
that  1969  act  of  defiance  is  to  discount  the  efforts 
of  individuals  before  that  year  who  stated  their 
beliefs  and  self-acceptance  openly;  but  it  is  gen¬ 
erally  accepted  that  gay  political  activity  began 
with  that  major  event. 

Since  Stonewall,  the  effects  of  the  movement 
are  clear.  The  gay  liberation  movement  has  at¬ 
tracted  its  supporters  and  opponents  as  will  any 
movement.  Also,  since  Stonewall,  gay  people 
have  learned  to  identify  themselves,  establishing 
their  own  cultural  definitions  of  themselves 
through  consciousness  raising.  Much  of  gay  pol¬ 
itical  ideology  is  rooted  in  feminist  ideology  and 
the  greatest  successes,  in  both  movements,  have 
been  results  of  consciousness-raising:  us  for  us, 
rather  than  us  against  them.  Consciousness 
raising  is  an  important  cultural  phenomenon  — 
it  means,  exactly,  raising  a  consciousness  and 
assumes  that  that  consciousness  needs  and  des¬ 
erves  to  be  raised  — ■  and  it  is  a  powerful  political 
tool.  When,  in  the  late  1960s  it  became  clean  to 
women  that  their  position  in  society  included  not 
only  an  immediate  lack  of  equal  rights  but  also  a 
problem  of  roles  and  consciousness,  it  also  be¬ 
came  clear  that  while  or  before  attacking  the  op- 
ressor  they  must  attack  the  manifestations  of 
their  oppression.  Politics  took  on  another  mean¬ 
ing  in  1970  when  Kate  Millett  introduced  the  idea 
of  sexual  politics.  Millett  used  the  word 
“politics”  to  mean,  specifically,  relationships 
which  are  based  upon  a  power  structure,  “ar¬ 
rangements  whereby  one  group  of  people  is  con¬ 
trolled  by  another.”  ( Sexual  Politics,  Kate 
Millett) 

Her  concept  meant  that  an  understanding  of 
politics  would  lead  us  to  conclude  that  our  soci¬ 
ety  is  based  upon  not  only  roles  which  are  associ¬ 
ated  with  gender,  but  roles  which  explicitly  are 
designed  so  that  one  group  (men)  is  in  the  domi¬ 
nant  and  controlling  role  while  the  other  group 
(women)  is  in  a  submissive,  subordinate  and, 
then,  powerless  role.  Such  a  revelation,  which  it 
indeed  was,  logically  leads  to  the  idea  that 
women  must  understand  the  place  they  have  and 
the  reasons  they  have  it,  before  they  can  realise 
their  goals  —  consciousness  raising. 

rsl 

To  all  lesbian  and  gay  activists. 

As  a  fighter  for  lesbian  and  gay  liberation,  and 
a  supporter  of  the  Revolutionary  Socialist 
League,  I  have  backed  the  idea  of  a  national 
march  for  lesbian  and  gay  rights  from  the  begin¬ 
ning.  Since  May  I  have  been  active  as  an 
organizer  of  the  Massachusetts  Coalition  for  the 
March  on  Washington  and  a  delegate  to  the 
national  Houston  planning  conference.  I  now 
believe  it  necessary  to  resign  from  all  posts  within 
the  official  March  apparatus. 

Along  with  other  RSL  supporters,  I  have 
fought  for  the  March  to  adopt  a  strategy  meeting 
the  needs  and  interests  of  the  vast  majority  of 
gay  people  —  those  of  us  who  suffer  under 
sexism,  racism  and  economic  oppression,  as  well 
as  homophobia.  Our  perspective  recognizes  the 
impossibility  of  winning  gay  liberation  apart 
from  the  struggles  of  women,  black  and  third 
world  people,  and  the  working  class.  “An  end  to 
all  social,  economic,  judicial  and  legal  oppres¬ 
sion  of  lesbians  and  gay  men”  can  be  achieved 
only  through  unity  with  workers  and  all 
oppressed  to  smash  our  common  enemy:  the 
capitalist  class,  its  courts,  cops  and  politicians. 

Unfortunately,  the  perspective  of  the  official 
March  leadership  —  NGTF,  GRNL,  etc.  —  is  to 
bargain  with  our  oppressors  while  dividing  and 
disarming  us.  The  strategy  of  these  pro-capital¬ 
ist,  better-off,  “respectable”  gays  is  to  tailor  our 
movement  according  to  the  specifications  of 
“liberal”  Capitol  Hill  politicians.  They  promote 
Democratic  Party  politics,  spreading  the  lie  that 
appeals  to  liberal  bureaucrats  is  what  makes  for 
progress.  This  is  a  dead  end  for  our  movement. 
The  Stonewall  Rebellion  did  more  to  win  conces¬ 
sions  and  change  people’s  consciousness  than  a 
dozen  gay  civil  rights  bills.  While  right-wing 
violence  grows,  March  committees  put  down 
those  calling  for  self-defense  and  shamelessly 
turn  their  backs  on  the  21  indicted  for  the  San 
Francisco  Rebellion.  In  the  face  of  militant  anti- 
Cruisin’  actions,  March  leaders  preach  passive 
resistance.  Women’s  and  third  world  “parity” 
has  been  deceitfully  used  to  mask  the  leader¬ 
ship’s  refusal  to  link  forces  with  actual  on-going 
struggles  against  our  common  enemies.  In  short, 
the  March  leaders  strive  to  bind  our  movement  to 
“work  within  the  system”  —  the  system  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  increasing  attacks  (social,  economic, 


Which  brings  me  back  to  my  question:  What  , 
do  we  want? 

Objectively  observing  the  development  of  the 
gay  culture  —  although  it  must  be  understood 
that  my  objectivity  is  limited  by  personal  interest 
as  a  gay  person  and  by  my  exposure  to  only  cer¬ 
tain  aspects  of  that  development  (I  am  twenty 
years  old  and  have  always  lived  in  an  urban  area) 

—  I  see  that  what  we  want,  really,  truly  want,  is  a 
minority  status  in  this  country,  and  in  this 
culture. 

We  want  our  rights  —  which  means,  essential¬ 
ly,  that  I  as  a  gay  person  feel  entitled  to  every 
privilege  that  any  white  etc.  etc.  heterosexual 
male  has.  I  want  the  right  to  seek  and  receive 
employment  according  to  my  ability.  I  want  the 
freedom  to  be  able  to  choose  where  I  live.  I  want, 
basically,  the  right  and  freedom  to  progress  in 
this  society  as  any  heterosexual  man  has,  and  I 
expect  this  society  to  disregard  my  sexuality,  or 
my  skin  colour,  or  my  religion,  or  my  sex.  In 
other  words,  I  want  the  rights  they  have,  the 
freedom  to  which  society  has  said  they  are  en¬ 
titled.  I  want  a  piece,  my  fair  share.  Then  I  will 
be  free .... 

Well,  I  do  not  want  those  things. 

Given  the  histories  of  other  civil  rights 
movements  in  this  country,  I  am  not  overly 
concerned.  Perhaps  I  am  naive.  But  it  seems  to 
me,  although  we  have  by  no  means  achieved 
equal  rights  under  the  law,  although  we  battle 
injustices  and  attitudes  every  day,  that  with  our 
number  and  determination  and  the  socio-polit¬ 
ical  climate  of  today,  we  will  win.  Eventually,  I 
have  no  doubt,  I  will  be  able  to  live  and  work 
wherever  I  choose,  regardless  of  my  sexuality;  of 
course  that  means  I  will  be  able  to  live  in  what¬ 
ever  kind  of  housing  I  can  afford.  Someday  I  will 
be  able  to  work  in  any  job  for  which  I  am  quali¬ 
fied,  regardless  of  my  sexuality;  of  course  that 
means  that  I  will  have  to  be  able  to  afford  a  col¬ 
lege  education.  Perhaps  —  ah  grand  dream!  — 
one  day  my  sexuality  will  be  of  no  concern  to 
anyone,  will  be  as  incidental  to  the  world  as  a 
heterosexual’s  sexuality  is,  unless  it  deviates. 

My  problem  is  that  I  know  better  than  that, 
and  all  gay  people  do.  Don’t  we  understand  the 
results  of  a  society  which  disregards  sexuality? 
Don’t  gay  men  know  the  oppression  that,  though 
not  affecting  them,  still  exists  for  the  heterosex¬ 
ual  man? 

You  see,  then,  that  to  be  a  minority  means, 
for  gay  people,  that  our  sexuality  will  no  longer 
be  an  issue.  Finally,  gay  people  will  arrive  at  that 
ever-longed  for  liberated  place  where  we  will  no 
longer  be  subordinate  to  heterosexuals  or  op¬ 
pressed  because  of  our  sexuality;  then  we  can, 
along  with  other  minorities  which  have  strug¬ 
gled,  be  subordinate  to  capitalism  and  only  op¬ 
pressed  by  that  grand  Oppressor,  the  American 
class  structure.  This  is  what  we  want? 

Bo  Huston 
Amherst,  MA 


judicial  and  legal)  on  all  oppressed  and  working 
people. 

The  March  on  Washington  will  advance  the 
cause  of  lesbians  and  gay  men  only  by  telling  the 
plain,  hard  truth:  that  our  strength  lies  in  our 
independence  from  capitalist  politicians,  who 
enter  our  movement  only  to  betray  it.  That  we 
have  no  stake  in  this  society  which  exists  only  by 
crushing  and  exploiting  us.  That  we  must  unify 
the  struggles  of  all  oppressed  people  to  over¬ 
throw  this  system  and  build  a  new  one  in  which 
we  can  be  truly  free.  The  Revolutionary  Socialist 
League  and  its  supporters  will  be  in  Washington 
on  October  14  making  sure  this  truth  gets  told.  I 
cannot  take  responsibility  for  the  lies  and  illu¬ 
sions  the  official  apparatus  spawns.  I  am  resign¬ 
ing  my  delegacy  to  devote  my  energies  to  buil¬ 
ding  a  revolutionary  contingent  for  the  March.  I 
call  on  all  people  fighting  for  liberation  to  join 
with  us  in  breaking  the  pro-capitalist  leadership 
and  organizing  a  revolutionary  contingent  led  by 
oppressed  and  working  people. 

In  struggle, 

Sharon  Payne 
Boston,  MA 


Distribution  Manager 

GCN  needs  someone  to  join  our 
distribution  team  (for  our  local 
distribution  route).  This  is  a  part- 
time  position.  Contact  Richard 
Burns  at  426-4469.  You’ll  need 
transportation. 


Petition  the  President 

Take  a  look  at  the  petition  appearing 
on  page  15.  Sponsored  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Gay  Task  Force,  the  petition 
drive  is  being  timed  to  coincide  with 
the  National  March  on  Washington. 
For  those  who  will  be  unable  to  at¬ 
tend  the  March,  Petition  the  Presi¬ 
dent  provides  an  opportunity  to  do 
some  tangible  good  at  home. 
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—Speaking  Out— 

The  New  Homophobia: 
Open  Season  on  Gays 

By  Doug  Ireland 


Ever  since  Anita  Bryant  initiated  repeal  of  a  Dade  County,  Fla.,  law  extending  protec¬ 
tion  of  local  civil  rights  ordinances  to  homosexuals,  there  has  been  a  stepped-up  political 
assault  on  the  hardwon  gains  of  the  movement  for  homosexual  equality.  The  latest  example 
of  the  backlash  against  gay  civil  rights  came  on  July  24  with  the  introduction  in  Congress  of 
House  Concurrent  Resolution  166  by  Representative  Larry  McDonald  (D. ,  Ga.): 

Whereas  homosexual  individuals  have,  over  the  last  several  years,  pressed  their  conduct  and 
behavior  strikingly  before  the  eyes  of  the  public  in  an  attempt  to  gain  legitimacy,  acceptance  and 
recognition  under  the  law,  the  need  has  arisen  for  this  great  legal  body,  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  to  finally  address  this  class  and  their  conduct.  .  .  .  It  is  the  sense  of  Congress  that 
homosexual  acts  and  the  class  of  individuals  who  advocate  such  conduct  shall  never  receive 
special  consideration  or  protected  status  under  law. 

McDonald,  darling  of  the  ultra-right,  introduced  the  resolution  at  the  urging  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Voice,  a  newly  formed  anti-gay  lobby  with  a  $1  million  budget  and  a  membership  of 
100,000  (including  1,500  ministers)  across  the  country.  (McDonald  is  a  member  of  their 
advisory  board,  which  includes  a  dozen  other  Congressmen  and  three  U.S.  senators.)  Essen¬ 
tially,  McDonald’s  measure  would  give  employers  the  right  to  fire  or  refuse  to  hire  a  person  if 
she  or  he  were  homosexual.  “Suppose  you  hired  someone  and  he  didn’t  take  a  bath  for  a 
week,  let  his  hair  grow  long  —  just  generally  became  so  unkempt  that  your  customers 
complained,”  says  Gary  Jarmin,  a  Christian  Voice  leader.  “You’d  fire  him  because  he  was 
hurting  your  business.  Now  suppose  that  your  customers  find  out  you  have  a  homosexual 
working  for  you  and  say  they  won’t  come  into  your  shop  anymore  unless  you  get  rid  of  him. 
You  have  to  be  able  to  fire  him,  too.  ” 

The  bill  has  been  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Subcommittee  on  Constitutional  and  Civil 
Rights,  chaired  by  Representative  Don  Edwards  (D.,  Calif.),  a  co-sponsor  ofH.R.  2074,  the 
gay  civil  rights  measure  known  as  the  Waxman-Weiss  bill  after  its  chief  sponsors  in  this 
session.  Representatives  Henry  Waxman  (D.,  Calif.)  and  Theodore  Weiss  (D.,  N.Y.).  While 
Chairman  Edwards  has  assured  the  Gay  Rights  National  Lobby  that  the  McDonald  resolu¬ 
tion  will  “go  nowhere,”  he  fears  that  the  resolution  will  “stir  up  a  lot  of  anti-gay  feeling 
around  the  country.”  And  confirming  Edwards’s  fears,  a  statement  issued  by  Christian 
Voice’s  Dr.  Robert  Grant  proclaimed  “the  beginning  of  a  national  campaign  to  oppose  the 
National  Gay  Rights  Bill  [H.R.  2074].” 

In  the  face  of  well-organized  attacks  from  the  ultra-right,  the  homosexual  rights  movement 
has  turned  to  the  old  elements  of  the  civil  rights  coalition  of  the  1960s  for  help,  but  all  too 
often  the  answer  has  been  a  deafening  silence  —  or  outright  hostility.  At  the  Democratic 
Midterm  Convention  in  Memphis  last  fall,  for  example,  the  opposition  to  bringing  the  gay 
rights  issue  to  the  floor  was  supported  by  Socialist  leader  Michael  Harrington’s  Democratic 
Agenda,  which  led  the  left  at  that  convention.  Harrington’s  reasoning  was  that  other  issues 
were  “more  important,”  that  his  trade-union  allies  “just  wouldn’t  buy”  the  gay  issue  (as  if 
there  were  no  homosexual  members  of  unions).  This  line  of  argument  was  advanced  in  a 
front-page  Village  Voice  article  last  year  by  Jeff  Greenfield,  who  accused  the  movement  for 
homosexual  equality  of  diverting  attention  from  the  “real”  social  issues  in  this  country. 

This  Harrington/Greenfieid  Judenrat  mentality  finds  ready  acceptance  among  liberals. 
Nicholas  von  Hoffman  has  consistently  used  his  column  to  oppose  civil  rights  legislation 
that  would  protect  homosexuals  from  discrimination.  New  York  Post  columnist  Murray 
Kempton  has  urged  homosexuals  to  stay  in  the  closet,  comparing  this  to  “the  delicacy 
displayed  by  our  Hispanic  brothers  and  sisters  when  they  conceal  their  beer  cans  in  brown 
paper  bags,”  while  Adam  Walinsky  and  Harper’s  editor  Louis  Lapham  have  become  lead¬ 
ing  apostles  of  an  anti-homosexual  intelligentsia. 

The  New  Republic,  a  bastion  of  editorial  homophobia,  recently  ran  a  cover  story  by 
Henry  Fairlie  which  contained  a  vicious  attack  on  homosexuals  —  even  going  so  far  as  to 
insist  that  those  who  say  they  are  gay  are  not  really  homosexual  at  all  but  are  simply  “in 
retreat  from  the  battle  of  the  sexes.”  Jimmy  Breslin  last  month  wrote  a  column  in  The  New 
York  Daily  News  attacking  The  Village  Voice  for  running  a  special  supplement  on  “Gay 
Life,”  asserting  that  the  Voice  editors  had  turned  a  once-great  publication  into  a  “fag 
paper”  that  only  “faggots”  would  want  to  read.  Nor  has  The  New  Yorker  found  time  to 
mention  the  homosexual  civil  rights  struggle,  and  it  has  turned  down  a  tasteful  advertise¬ 
ment  from  Christopher  Street  magazine,  the  high-quality  literary-political  monthly  edited 
by  Charles  Ortleb,  on  the  ground  that  it  does  not  accept  gay  advertising  (with  no  protest 
from  the  host  of  New  Yorker  writers).  This  falls  into  the  category  of  “crimes  of  silence”  — 
as  does  The  New  York  Review  of  Books,  which  has  never  published  a  major  essay  on  the 
problems  of  the  American  homosexual  (strange,  since  they  ask  Gore  Vidal  to  write  about 
everything  else)  and  shuns  books  on  gay  topics.  One  New  York  Tmes  columnist  told  me 
that  only  twice  has  he  had  his  columns  spiked  —  both  times  on  gay  rights,  which  is  no 
surprise  from  a  newspaper  that  has  consistently  refused  to  cover  the  homosexual  communi¬ 
ty  with  the  same  attention  it  shows  to,  say,  the  changes  of  government  in  Sri  Lanka. 

Cincinnati  —  Some  fifty  people,  young  adults  and  teenagers  for  the  most  part,  attacked  a 
group  of  forty  gays  who  were  having  a  swimming  party  on  June  30  as  part  of  Cincinnati’s  Gay 
Pride  Week.  When  the  homosexuals  arrived  at  the  poo l  in  a  city  park, rented  for  the  occasion 
for  the  private  party,  they  were  greeted  with  signs  warning  “ Fags  Enter  at  Your  Own  Risk,  ” 
and  ‘‘Queers  Stay  A  way.  ”  The  pool  had  been  filled  with  trash.  As  the  gays  cleared  the  pool,  a 
crowd  gathered  screaming  ‘‘fag,  ”  “queer,  ’’and  other  epithets.  Police  were  summoned  but  left 
the  scene  after  a  few  minutes.  As  soon  as  they  left,  the  gay  swimmers  were  pelted  by  the  crowd 
with  glass  bottles,  rocks  and  wood.  One  of  the  swimmers  was  surrounded  by  the  crowd  in  his 
car,  which  was  heavily  damaged,  and  was  only  rescued  when  a  television  news  truck  arrived. 
Throughout  this  incident,  no  police  returned  to  the  scene,  even  though  several  gays  called  the 
police  and  described  the  riot  in  progress. 

The  political  position  of  the  homosexual  in  America  is  comparable  to  that  of  the  Jews  in 
Germany  at  the  beginning  of  the  1930s,  for  homosexuals  are  the  only  minority  in  this 
country  against  whose  existence  there  are  laws.  Thirty  states  of  this  Union  still  have  laws  on 
the  hooks  making  illegal  any  physical  expression  of  the  love  women  feel  for  women  and  men 
feel  for  men.  In  most  of  America,  police  entrapment  of  homosexuals  is  still  the  rule,  not 
the  exception.  Vague  statutes  against  loitering,  disorderly  conduct  and  solicitation  in  most 
communities  are  employed  entirely  against  homosexuals.  Homosexual  men  are  arrested  for 
“touching  in  a  rude  and  insolent  manner”  in  Indiana;  for  “indecent,  wanton,  and  lascivi¬ 
ous  acts”  in  Colorado;  for  “being  a  lewd  person  in  speech  and  behavior”  in 
Massachusetts,  and  in  a  number  of  states  for  “assault  and  battery”  for  simply  touching  a 
police  officer. 

As  former  nun  Jean  O’Leary  of  the  National  Gay  Task  Force  recently  told  the  U.S. 
Civil  Rights  Commission,  “Consensual  sodomy  statutes  are  almost  always  enforced  exclus* 
ively  against  homosexuals,  unless  the  heterosexual  situations  involve  prostitution.  In 
‘lovers’  lane’  situations,  heterosexual  couples  are  told  to  button  up  and  move  on,  while  gay 
people  are  arrested  for  public  indecency  or  sodomy.  Two  women  have  been  charged  with 
sodomy  for  sharing  a  sleeping  bag  in  Michigan,  and  two  men  for  kissing  in  a  parked  car  in 
California.  Two  women  have  been  arrested  for  dancing  together  in  Michigan,  and  two  men 
for  holding  hands  in  New  York.” 

Rochester  —  Two  homosexuals,  Larry  Ferris  and  Frank  Garcia,  were  hospitalized  with 
extensive  head  and  facial  injuries  after  a  gang  of  club-wielding  youths  attacked  the  tail  end  of  a 


picnic  held  July  15  at  Durand-Eastman  Park  Beach  to  mark  the  fourth  anniversary  of  the  Gay 
Alliance  of  Genesee  Valley.  Some  fifteen  young  men  attacked  twenty  gay  people  at  nightfall; 
the  late-stayers  were  the  remnants  of  a  crowd  of  200  who  participated  in  the  all-day 
celebration.  One  of  the  attacking  youths  was  quoted  as  saying,  “We  simply  wanted  the  faggots 
off  the  beach.  ” 

Stigmatized  by  the  law,  homosexuals  have  been  targeted  for  attack  by  the  organized 
right.  Dan  O’Horgan,  former  executive  director  of  the  Democratic  national  Committee, 
told  me  recently  that  the  three  issues  that  bring  in  the  most  money  to  Republican  direct- 
mail  appeals  are  “gays,  guns  and  abortions.”  The  McDonald  resolution  is  simply  the  latest 
organizing  tool  in  the  conservative  campaign  against  gays.  It  took  a  $1  million  fund-raising 
effort  to  defeat  California’s  Briggs  Initiative,  the  infamous  Proposition  6  that  would  have 
started  a  purge  of  homosexuals  from  the  schools  —  and  even  of  heterosexual  supporters  of 
gay  rights.  Another  referendum,  Initiative  13,  was  organized  by  two  policemen  in  Seattle  in 
an  attempt  to  repeal  that  city’s  gay  rights  legislation.  Despite  such  incidents  as  the  raiding 
of  a  major  fund-raising  benefit  in  the  gay  community  by  twenty  cops,  the  initiative  was 
defeated.  But  similar  efforts  led  by  political  demagogues  and  right-wing  religious  fanatics 
have  succeeded  in  repealing  anti-discrimination  laws  in  St.  Paul,  Topeka,  Kan.,  and 
Eugene,  Ore.  Homosexuals  in  another  half-dozen  cities  are  organizing  to  defend  similar 
statutes  against  repeal. 

The  state  of  Nevada  recently  passed  legislation  increasing  the  penalties  for  homosexual 
conduct  between  consenting  adults,  while  in  Pennsylvania  earlier  this  year  the  legislature 
passed  a  resolution  attacking  Gov.  Dick  Thornburgh’s  proclamation  of  “Gay  Pride 
Week”  as  “officially  setting  aside  a  week  in  honor  of  persons  who  violate  the  criminal  laws 
.  \  .  [since]  deviate  sexual  intercourse  has  always  been  a  serious  crime.” 

Fear  has  been  the  chief  weapon  of  the  anti-gay  right.  They  have  fed  that  fear  with  a 
massive  propaganda  effort  depicting  homosexuals  as  child  molesters,  a  campaign  that  had 
its  beginnings  in  the  Anita  Bryant  “Save  Our  Children”  crusade  in  Florida.  (This  slander  is 
the  modern  equivalent  of  the  Protocols  of  the  Elders  of  Zion,  a  czarist  police  forgery  that 
accused  the  Jews  of  the  ritual  slaughter  of  gentile  children.)  Despite  the  valiant  efforts  of 
groups  like  the  Lambda  Legal  Defense  and  Education  Fund,  the  courts  have  not  been 
noticeably  sympathetic  to  the  attempt  to  free  gays  from  legal  oppression  and  discrimina¬ 
tion:  the  Burger  Supreme  Court,  for  example,  has  affirmed  the  legality  of  laws  against 
consenting  homosexual  conduct  in  a  Virginia  case  brought  by  the  Lambda  L.D.E.F.,  and 
(in  Washington’s  Gaylord  case)  the  right  to  fire  a  teacher  for  being  homosexual  (thus  giving 
the  color  of  judicial  protection  to  the  child-molester  myth). 

New  York  —  A  Manhattan  jury  convicted  three  teen-age  youths  of  assault  on  July  24  in 
the  beatings  of  six  gay  men  in  Central  Park  last  summer.  The  jury  heard  Michael  Riley,  18, 
who  participated  in  the  attacks  but  was  granted  immunity  by  the  prosecution  for  his  testimony, 
describe  how  his  friends  entered  The  Ramble,  a  well-known  gay  cruising  area,  wielding  base¬ 
ball  bats,  a  hammer  and  a  couch  leg,  to  “get  us  some  faggots.  ”  Riley  told  a  hushed  courtroom 
how  one  of  the  defendants,  Kenneth  Straw,  19,  delivered  ten  or  fifteen  blows  to  one  man’s 
head  as  the  victim  screamed  and  tried  to  escape.  The  beatings  left  former  Olympic  skating  star 
Dick  Button  with  permanent  loss  of  hearing  in  one  ear,  while  another  victim  suffers  from 
recurring  periods  of  blurred  vision. 

Anita  Bryant’s  purge  in  Florida  touched  off  a  dramatic  increase  in  violence  against 
homosexuals.  The  new  wave  of  anti-gay  violence  is  encouraged  by  the  hate  campaigns  of 
the  new  corporate  fundamentalist  religions  and  by  legislative  and  judicial  hostility  that 
affirms  the  idea  of  the  homosexual-as-outlaw.  In  the  last  two  years,  street  attacks  by  roam¬ 
ing  gangs  have  sharply  increased  in  areas  with  large  and  visible  gay  populations,  like  Key 
West,  Fla.,  Provincetown,  Mass., Fort  Lauderdale, Fla.,  and  New  York  City.  A  rash  of 
murders  has  hit  Boston’s  Public  Garden,  a  homosexual  trysting  spot;  Washington,  D.C.’s 
I  wo  Jima  monument,  another  gay  meeting  place,  and  areas  frequented  by  gays  in  the  Twin 
Cities  of  Minneapolis-St.  Paul.  Madison,  Wis.,  homosexuals  are  organizing  against  an 
outbreak  of  gang  rapes  of  gay  men.  In  San  Francisco,  the  gay  community  has  organized  a 
“blow  your  whistle  on  crime”  campaign  to  combat  the  rising  tide  of  anti-gay  street  vio¬ 
lence  in  the  wake  of  the  Briggs  hate  campaign,  and  has  started  a  major  campaign  against 
homophobia  in  the  police  department  after  beatings  of  women  by  police  at  two  lesbian  bars 
(Amelia’s  and  Peg’s  Club)  and  the  destruction  of  the  Elephant’s  Walk,  a  men’s  bar  on 
Castro  Street,  by  club-wielding  cops  who  shouted  “sick  cocksuckers”  and  “Sieg  Heil, 
Banzai!” 

This  violence  seemed  validated  by  the  verdict  in  the  murder  trial  of  Dan  White,  the 
politician  who  assassinated  San  Francisco  Mayor  George  Moscone  and  Supervisor  Harvey 
Milk,  a  verdict  that  could  put  the  former  cop  and  fireman  back  on  the  streets  in  just  thirty- 
two  months.  American  courts  have  often  allowed  “fag-killers”  to  go  unpunished.  Three 
Houston  cops  were  acquitted  last  year  even  though  they  had  admitted  attacking  Anthony 
Ramirez  as  he  was  leaving  a  gay  bar  and  drowning  him;  Richard  J.  Heaken,  a  young  gay 
activist,  was  beaten  to  death  as  he  left  an  Arizona  gay  bar  a  year  and  a  half  ago  by  a  gang  of 
all-American  high  school  footballers;  while  in  San  Francisco,  just  after  the  events  in  Dade 
County,  a  young  gay  man  named  Richard  Hillsborough  was  stabbed  to  death  by  a  gang  of 
youths  who  shouted,  “This  one’s  for  Anita.”  In  none  of  these  cases  did  the  killers  serve 
time. 

“The  folkways  of  our  culture  are  filled  with  images  of  homosexuals  as  sick,  evil,  less 
than  human,”  says  Dr.  John  Money,  pediatrician,  professor  of  medical  psychology  at 
Johns  Hopkins  University,  chef  of  its  Gender  Identity  Clinic  and  co-editor  of  the  five- 
volume  Handbook  of  Sexology.  “There  are  so  many  signals  from  the  home,  the  school,  the 
church  —  and  from  the  media,  which  make  homosexuality  the  daily  butt  of  television 
humor  and  have  given  such  publicity  to  Anita  Bryant  and  her  gays-are-child-molestors 
campaign  as  to  legitimize  her  views,  especially  in  the  eyes  of  our  youth.  At  the  same  time, 
the  law  itself  epitomizes  this  attitude.  The  very  fact  that  our  laws  make  homosexuality  a 
crime  puts  the  stamp  of  approval  on  the  idea  that  ‘queers’  are  animals.” 

“Look,”  sighs  Money,  “it’s  like  a  farm  kid  who  proves  his  manhood  by  going  out  and 
shooting  a  deer.  There  are  no  wild  animals  in  our  cities,  but  the  society’s  values  make  the 
homosexual  a  ‘faggot,’  easy  prey,  an  urban  animal.” 

Portland  —  The  Maine  Supreme  Court  has  upheld  the  use  of  force  in  warding  off  a  homo¬ 
sexual  advance.  The  ruling  came  last  month  in  the  appeal  hearing  ofLeland  Philbrick,  23,  who 
had  previously  been  convicted  of  the  second-degree  murder  of  Charles  Porterfield,  18. 
Philbrick  claimed  that  Porterfield  picked  him  up  while  hitchhiking.  Philbrick  said  the  younger 
man  had  put  a  hand  on  his  knee  and,  when  repulsed,  became  “aggressive.  ’’  Philbrick  then 
took  a  gun  from  his  knapsack  and  shot  Porterfield  three  times. 

In  a  climate  of  increasing  violence,  the  liberal  isolation  of  and  hostility  toward  the 
homosexual  rights  movement  is  tantamount  to  complicity  in  that  violence.  For  until  the 
issue  of  full  homosexual  equality  is  inscribed  on  the  human  rights  agenda;  until  the 
progressive  movements  recognize  that  the  same  forces  attacking  the  Equal  Rights  Amend¬ 
ment,  abortion  rights  and  affirmative  action  are  singling  out  gays  for  attack;  until  the 
disease  of  homophobia  —  which,  like  anti-Semitism,  is  also  a  political  movement  —  is 
placed  on  a  moral  par  with  racism  and  misogyny  ancl  rooted  out  of  our  culture,  we  can 
expect  more  violence,  more  funerals.  When  will  the  liberal  silence  end? 


This  essay  originally  appeared  in  The  Nation  and  is  reprinted  here  with  permission. 


Carbone  Defeated  in  Hartford 


White  Wins 

Continued  from  Page  3 
men,  sang  “Happy  Birthday”  to 
the  mayor,  who  was  celebrating 
his  50th  birthday  that  night. 
Noble  has  been  functioning  as 
White’s  gay  community  coor¬ 
dinator,  and  although  she  was 
able  to  deliver  considerable  finan¬ 
cial  and  electoral  support  to 
White,  she  conceded  that  the  pre¬ 
sence  of  King  in  the  race  some¬ 
what  stymied  her  efforts.  (Robin 
MacCormack,  the  mayor’s  gay 
community  staff  liaison,  was  not 
at  all  involved  with  the  mayor’s 
preliminary  campaign,  although 
he  did  endorse  White  in  a  full- 
page  advertisement  which  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  Boston  Ledger). 

Noble  told  GCN  she  thought 
the  campaign  “went  very  well,” 
adding  that  she  was  hoping  for  the 
support  of  King’s  backers  in  the 
November  final  election.  “Con¬ 
sidering  the  high  visibility  of  gays 
in  Mel’s  campaign,  I  would  say 
the  mayor  did  excellently,”  she 
said. 

In  the  race  for  City  Council,  all 
five  candidates  given  top  ratings 
by  the  Mass.  Gay  Political  Cau¬ 
cus  finished  in  the  top  six  spots  in 
largely  gay  Wards  4  and  5,  while 
Councillor  Rosemarie  Sansone, 
who  was  rated  “unacceptable,” 
finished  third  and  second  in  those 
two  wards  —  a  slight  decrease 


Continued  from  Page  1 
that  Castillo  does  not  intend  to 
tolerate  the  kind  of  harassment  to 
which  Michigan  border  officials 
subjected  scores  of  Canadian  les¬ 
bians  en  route  to  the  Michigan 
Women’s  Music  Festival  one 
month  ago  (see  GCN  Vol.  7,  No. 
8).| 

Valeska  said  that  NGTF  is  urg¬ 
ing  the  Canadian  women  —  and 
any  other  lesbians  and  gay  men 
who  have  been  harassed  by  U.S. 
border  officials  —  to  write  a  letter 
of  protest  to  the  INS.  [These 
should  be  addressed  to  Norman 
Alt,  Office  of  Professional 
Responsibility,  Immigration  and 
Naturalization  Service,  423  I 
Street  N.W.,  Washington,  DC 
20536.] 

Valeska  said  that  now  is  an 
especially  propitious  moment  for 
gay  people  to  pressure  INS  for  a 
policy  change,  since  the  special 
congressiOnally-appointed  com¬ 
mittee  which  reviews  INS  regula- 


Rep.  Mel  King  made  a  strong 
showing  in  the  Sept.  25  election 
and  garnered  strong  support  from 
Boston’s  lesbian/gay  community. 

from  her  1977  showing.  (Sansone 
was  also  endorsed  by  the  Boston 
Police  Patrolmen’s  Association 
this  year,  which  is  rarely  a  popu¬ 
lar  endorsement  in  the  Back  Bay.) 
In  those  wards,  the  top  votegetters 
were  incumbent  Councillors  Larry 
DiCara  and  Christopher  Iannella, 
and  challengers  John  Sears,  Bar¬ 
bara  Ware,  and  Stephen  Farrell. 
Eighteen  candidates  will  vie  for 
nine  seats  on  the  Council  in 
November. 


tions  about  every  ten  years  is  now 
in  session.  The  special  committee 
must  make  some  ruling  regarding 
the  “sexual  deviants”  clause, 
since  the  long  standing  INS  policy 
towards  homosexuals  became 
unenforceable  in  August, when  the 
Department  of  Public  Health 
refused  to  perform  any  more 
examinations  on  visitors  suspected 
of  being  gay  or  lesbian.  The 
examinations  were  a  legal  prere¬ 
quisite  to  INS’s  excluding  anyone 
from  the  U.S. 

In  its  dialogue  with  the  special 
committee  and  with  the  Justice 
Department,  NGTF  has  called 
their  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
INS  has  at  least  once  in  the  past 
altered  its  regulations  on  its  own, 
without  appealing  to  Congress  to 
rewrite  the  law.  (In  the  1930s,  INS 
quietly  dropped  “fornication” 
and  “adultery”  from  the  list  of 
exclusion  criteria.)  The 
committee,  however,  insists  that  it 
must  fijri  determine  “the  intent  of 


By  Andy  Beck 

HARTFORD,  CT  —  Hartford 
Mayor  George  Athanson  handily 
defeated  challenger  Nick  Carbone 
in  this  city’s  Democratic  mayoral 
primary  election  on  September  1 1 
in  what  local  gay  leaders  described 
as  a  “major  disappointment.” 

Even  more  disturbing  to  the 
Hartford  gay  community  was  the 
defeat  of  the  Carbone  slate  of  City 
Council  candidates  by  the 
Athanson  slate.  Carbone  and  his 
slate  were  endorsed  by  the 
Democratic  Town  Committee  and 
included  several  incumbents  who 
were  regarded  as  friends  by  the 
gay  community. 

Although  the  general  election 
will  not  be  held  until  November,  it 
is  virtually  assured  Athanson  and 
his  slate  will  win  the  election  in 
this  overwhelmingly  Democratic 
city. 

The  10,893-6,877  Athanson  vic¬ 
tory,  while  not  regarded  as  a  set¬ 
back  to  the  gay  community  here, 
is  certainly  “not  a  plus  for  gay 
rights,”  according  to  members  of 
the  Hartford  Human  Rights 
Coalition,  a  group  of  local  gay 
men  and  lesbians  who  actively 
worked  in  the  Carbone  campaign. 

They  used  the  word  “incredul¬ 
ous”  to  describe  their  reaction  to 
the  defeat  of  the  Carbone  slate. 
“There  were  good  people  on  that 
slate,”  explained  Coalition 

Congress”  in  writing  and  passing 
current  INS  laws.  This  law  is 
based  on  congressional  reinterpre¬ 
tation  in  1965  and  1968  of  the 
McCarren  Act,  written  in  the 
McCarthy  Era. 

If  the  INS  special  committee 
decides  that  congressional  intent 
was,  indeed,  to  exclude  lesbian 
and  gay  aliens  from  the  U.S,,  and 
if  it  refuses  to  quietly  drop  the 
“sexual  deviant”  clause  as  it  did 
“fornicators”  and  “adulterers” 
nearly  half  a  century  ago,  then  the 
only  remaining  field  on  which  to 
fight  border  harassment  will  be 
the  Congress.  Asked  by  GCN 
whether  NGTF  is  already  lobby¬ 
ing  Congress  or  is  prepared  to  do 
so,  NGTF  Co-Executive  Director 
Charles  F.  Brydon  commented, 
“It  is  my  feeling  and  the  feeling  of 
those  who  know  this  Congress 
that  this  Congress  wouldn’t 
pass  legislative  reform  [in  our 
favor].” 


member  Don  Zajac.  “From  what 
we  can  gather,  we  have  no  good, 
solid,  true  friends  on  the  new 
Council.  We  don’t  have  that 
much  information  on  where  some 
of  the  elected  Council  candidates 
stand  on  the  gay  rights  issue.” 

Under  Hartford’s  weak  Mayor- 
strong  Council  and  City  Manager 
form  of  government,  the  City 
Council  wields  enormous  power, 
while  the  Mayor’s  post  has  been 
largely  ceremonial,  although  the 
Mayor  does  possess  veto  power. 
Carbone  has  been  the  major 
power  on  the  Council  in  recent 
years  and  has  served  as  Deputy 
Mayor.  For  the  past  two  years,  he 
has  co-sponsored  Hartford’s  gay 
rights  bills  and  guided  the  second 
Human  Rights  Bill  through  the 
Council  to  override  Mayor 
Athanson’s  veto. 

As  a  result  of  the  primary, 
incumbent  Councillor  Robert 
Ludgin  led  the  Athanson  slate  and 
will  probably  serve  as  Deputy 
Mayor.  His  position  on  gay  rights 
is  unclear.  According  to  Zajac, 
“He  claims  to  support  gay  rights, 
but  has  never  come  up  with  any 
concrete  proposals  to  implement 
gay  rights.” 

The  Hartford  Human  Rights 
Bill,  which  as  part  of  its  broad 
anti-discrimination  wording  pro¬ 
hibits  discrimination  based  on  sex¬ 
ual  preference  in  City  departments 

Anger  Mounts 

Continued  from  Page  1 
in.  The  day  before  the  bombing  I 
moved  my  furniture,  but  my 
clothes  and  all  my  personal 
belongings  have  been  lost. 

“The  [St.  Louis]  Globe- 
Democrat  reported  that  Bonnie 
[Stephans]  left  the  bar  at  2  a.m., 
‘54  minutes  before  firefighters 
received  the  call.’  Detective 
O’Conner  estimated  that  ‘it  would 
have  taken  30  to  45  minutes  to 
spread  the  gasoline.’  What  is  left 
out  is  that  three  police  cars  were  in 
front  of  the  bar  at  2  a.m.  haras¬ 
sing  Bonnie  and  I  and  several 
other  women.  Bonnie  and  I  left 
together  in  separate  cars  and  the 
police  saw  us  leave.  The  last  peo¬ 
ple  at  the  scene  of  the  crime  before 
we  left,  just  fifteen  minutes  before 
the  arsonist  showed  up,  were  the 
police.” 

Bonnie  Stephans,  McCann’s 
partner  in  the  bar,  said  she  was 


and  with  contractors  doing 
business  with  the  City,  remains  in 
effect.  It  could  be  repealed  by  the 
new  Council,  although  such 
action  is  considered  doubtful. 

Gay  rights  never  emerged  as  a 
major  issue  in  the  campaign, 
which  seemed  to  be  a  personality 
contest  between  the  two  men. 
Athanson  campaigned  as  the 
“The  People’s  Mayor,”  stressing 
his  camaraderie  with  his  constitu¬ 
ents.  Carbone,  however,  pictured 
Athanson  as  a  ceremonial  figure, 
a  political  neophyte,  and  stressed 
his  own  political  expertise  with 
busmess  and  community  leaders 
in  Hartford  and  federal  officials 
and  agencies  is  Washington. 
Carbone,  however,  was  perceived 
by  a  large  proportion  of  the  elect¬ 
orate  as  a  power  broker,  which 
did  serve  to  alienate  a  great  many 
voters,  including  some  gays. 

Athanson  is  not  especially 
regarded  as  a  friend  by  the  gay 
community.  He  is  regarded  as  a 
not-too-intelligent  figure  whose 
stand  on  gay  rights  is 
contradictory  if  not  outright  neg¬ 
ative.  He  vetoed  gay  rights  legis¬ 
lation  on  two  occasions,  yet  short¬ 
ly  before  one  of  his  vetos  he  issued 
a  proclamation  saluting  the  local 
pastor  of  the  Metropolitan  Com¬ 
munity  Church,  prior  to  that 
pastor’s  acceptance  of  a  new  pos¬ 
ition  in  another  city. 


taken  to  police  headquarters  and 
immediately  asked  to  press 
charges  against  McCann.  “When 
I  refused,  they  said  I  would  be 
considered  a  suspect  unless  I 
cooperated.  They  also  said  I 
would  have  to  stay  in  jail  over¬ 
night  unless  I  took  a  polygraph 
test.  They  kept  me  there  [at  police 
headquarters]  till  5:30  p.m.  They 
questioned  me  the  whole  time. 
When  they  released  me, they  told 
me  to  call  them  if  I  heard  from 
Mac.  Well,  Mac  called  that  even¬ 
ing  and  the  police  called  me  five 
minutes  after  she  hung  up  to  ask 
me  if  I  had  heard  from  her!” 

A  defense  fund  has  been  started 
by  Metro  NOW  and  a  benefit  con¬ 
cert  will  be  held.  Efforts  are  being 
made  to  initiate  an  investigation 
by  the  Police  Review  Board  and  to 
get  local  religious  leaders 
involved. 
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Bathhouse  Employee  Fired 


PORTLAND,  OR  —  A  former 
employee  of  Portland’s  Club  Con¬ 
tinental  Baths  has  begun  to  dis¬ 
tribute  a  leaflet  outside  the  prem¬ 
ises  of  his  former  employer  urging 
a  boycott  of  the  Club  Continental. 
Wesley  McLarin  alleges  he  was 
fired  for  “protesting  company 
policies  that  are  unethical  and,  in 
some  cases,  illegal.” 

McLarin  charges  in  his  leaflet 
that  the  Club  Continental  denies 
entrance  to  certain  types  of  pat¬ 
rons:  “I  was  instructed  by  the 
owner,  Richard  Lawson,  to  refuse 
admittance  to  ‘old,  fat,  or  ugly’ 
men,”  McLarin  said. 

The  Portland  Town  Council 
(PTC),  Oregon’s  major  gay  civil 
rights  organization,  has  received 
six  complaints  from  men  who 
claim  to  have  been  turned  away 
from  the  door  of  the  Club  Contin¬ 
ental.  A  published  account  in  the 
Oregon  Gay  Rights  Report ,  the 
monthly  newsletter  of  the  PTC, 


stated  that  “one  53-year  old  PTC 
member  said  that,  on  four  separ¬ 
ate  occasions  in  1977-78,  he  was: 
(1)  admitted;  (2)  told  that  the 
bathhouse  was  full;  (3)  admitted; 
and  (4)  again  told  that  there  was 
no  room.”  When  the  man  was 
turned  away  for  the  second  time, 
he  persisted  in  seeking  admission. 
The  attendant  with  whom  he  was 
speaking  reportedly  told  him  to 
try  a  different  bathhouse:  “You’d 
probably  be  more  comfortable  at 
the  Majestic,”  he  said.  “We  like 
younger  fellows  here.” 

Another  man  who  lodged  a 
complaint  with  the  PTC  alleged 
that  he  also  was  turned  away  after 
being  informed  that  the  Club 
Continental  was  full.  He  claimed 
that,  instead  of  leaving,  he  stood 
outside  the  bathhouse  and 
observed  several  younger  men 
gain  entrance. 

Greg  Dickerson,  an  employee  at 
Lawson’s  Workout  bathhouse 


from  Oct.,  1976  to  Feb.,  1977, 
added  weight  to  the  charges  of 
discriminatory  admission  policies. 
“Lawson  preferred  that  fat,  ugly 
people  be  sent  away,”  he  said, 
adding  that  Lawson  “preferred 
the  young,  cute  crowds.” 

Lawson  denied  that  the  Club 
Continental  discriminates  in  this 
fashion,  but  said  that,  for  medical 
reasons,  those  “uninterested  in 
their  own  body”  might  be  turned 
away.  “We  don’t  want  a  death  on 
our  hands,”  Lawson  told  the  Gay 
Rights  Report,  citing  the  103° 
temperature  in  the  hydrotherapy 
whirlpool  and  the  105°  of  the 
steam  room.  Lawson  said  that 
people  have  passed  out  in  the 
steam  room,  and  he  expressed  his 
concern  that  “unfit”  people 
might  suffer  a  heart  attack  in  the 
high  temperatures  in  the 
bathhouse. 


Denson-Gerber  Under  Investigation 


By  David  Thors  tad  ~ 

NEW  YORK,  NY  —  New  York 
State  Attorney  General  Robert 
Abrams  has  launched- an  investi¬ 
gation  into  charges  that  Dr. 
Judianne  Densen-Gerber,  director 
of  the  drug  rehabilitation-related 
Odyssey  House,  “squandered” 
more  than  $100,000  in  federal  and 
publicly  donated  funds  on  herself. 
The  charges  were  made  by  former 
Odyssey  House  controller  John 
Malik,  and  were  made  public  rec¬ 
ently  by  the  New  York  Post. 

Malik  made  his  charges  in  a 
1976  letter  to  then- Attorney 
General  Louis  Lefkowitz,  but  no 
investigation  has  been  undertaken 
until  now.  A  spokesperson  for  the 
Attorney  General’s  office  con¬ 
firmed  that  the  investigation  is 
underway,  but  was  unable  to 
explain  the  delay. 

Odyssey’s  public  .  information 
office  said  it  was  “not  authorized 
to  make  any  statements  at  this 
time.” 

Former  staff  members  of  Odys¬ 
sey  House  have  added  their  own 
allegations  to  Malik’s.  According 
to  the  August  15  Post,  they  have 
alleged  that  Odyssey. House  was 
the  setting  for  several  bizarre  inci¬ 
dents:  male  staff  members  were 
ordered  by  Densen-Gerber  to 
“parade  around  in  their  bathing 
suits  and  have  their  waist  size 
measured  by  her  for  the  winning 
prize  —  a  jock  strap,”  according 
to  former  staffer  Lori  Wolf; 
Densen-Gerber  was  said  to  have 
ordered  one  man  to  get  married 
when  she  found  out  he  was  living 
with  a  woman;  “Jingle  Bells”  was 
sung  at  a  funeral  for  a  patient  who 


had  committed  suicide;  a  black 
resident  was  accused  of  fondling  a 
female  resident  while  she  slept, 
and,  although  he  denied  it,  he  was 
allegedly  forced  to  sit  in  a  chair 
for  thirty  minutes  while  a  group  of 
mostly  white  women  was  ordered 
to  spit  on  him;  Odyssey  House’s 
vice  president,  Fred  Cohen, 
according  to  the  Post,  “dressed 
up  as  Jesus  in  a  furry  bikini 
bottom  and  waltzed  around  the  12 
stations  of  the  cross”  in  a  mock 
crucifixion. 

Cohen  was  an  uninvited  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  audience  at  a  New  York 
conference  last  March  of  the 
North  American  Man/Boy  Love 
Association,  a  gay  group  that  sup¬ 
ports  consensual  sexual  relations 
regardless  of  age.  Densen-Gerber 
alerted  the  news  media  about  the 
invitational  conference,  which 
occurred  at  a  time  when  public 
attention  was  focused  on  the  age- 
of-consent  controversy  in  New 
Jersey,  where  a  coalition  of  right¬ 
wingers,  police,  and  mothers  was 
campaigning  to  raise  the  age  of 
consent  to  16  from  13.  It  had  been 
lowered  under  pressure  from  fem¬ 
inist  groups,  among  them  the 
Rape  Task  Force  of  the  New 
Jersey  National  Organization  for 
Women. 

In  the  past,  homosexual  addicts 
in  New  York  have  accused  Odys¬ 
sey  House  of  trying  to  change 
teenage  homosexual  patients  into 
heterosexuals.  Calls  to  Odyssey 
House  were  unable  to  produce 
confirmation  or  denial  of  an 
alleged  pro-heterosexual  treat¬ 
ment  policy.  They  did  indi¬ 
cate,  however,  that  young  resi¬ 


dents  who  are  gay  are  urged  to 
experiment  heterosexually,  but  no 
equivalent  prodding  is  given  to 
heterosexual  young  people. 

Densen-Gerber,  a  psychiatrist, 
gained  national  attention  in  early 
1977  as  a  result  of  her  highly  pub¬ 
licized  crusade  against  “kiddie 
pom,”  an  issue  on  which  she 
described  herself  as  a  “raving 
banshee.”  Launched  in  January, 
the  same  time  Anita  Bryant 
formed  her  Save  Our  Children 
crusade,  Densen-Gerber  quickly 
won  support  from  politicians  and 
from  fundamentalist  anti¬ 
homosexual  groups.  Within  ten 
months,  her  campaign  had  pro¬ 
duced  a  rash  of  new  anti-obscenity 
statutes  throughout  the  United 
State,  including  on  the  Federal 
level.  These  laws  have  been  widely! 
criticized  by  civil  liberties  groups 
as  threats  to  constitutional  rights. 

Densen-Gerber  has  branched 
out  into  other  field.  In  January  of 
tis  year,  she  received  a  $90,000 
federal  grant  for  a  “pilot  project” 
for  children  involved  in 
pornography  and  prositution, 
with  $125,000  expected  for  each 
of  two  subsequent  years.  In  Janu¬ 
ary,  the  project  had  only  two  par¬ 
ticipants. 

Within  the  gay  community, 
Densen-Gerber  is  general  regarded 
as  a  huckster  out  to  increase  the 
size  of  her  grants.  Her  husband, 
Dr.  Michael  Baden,  was  recently 
fired  by  Mayor  Edward  Koch  as 
New  York  City’s  Chief  Medical 
Examiner  under  circumstances 
that  remain  unclear  but  that  have 
aroused  considerable  curiosity. 


Alaskan  Newspapers  Reject  March  Ad 


ANCHORAGE,  AK  —  Alaskans 
organizing  for  the  National  March 
on  Washington  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Rights  have  been  told  by  two 
Alaskan  newspapers  that  a  pro¬ 
posed  paid  advertisement  for  the 
March  would  not  be  accepted  for 
publication.  The  Anchorage 
Times  and  the  Fairbanks  Daily 
News  Miner  refused  the  advertise¬ 
ment  for  individual  policy  rea¬ 
sons,  but  the  Times  refused  to  ex¬ 
plain  or  present  its  policy,  and  the 
News  Miner  explained  that  the 
newspaper  refused  all  ads  of  “that 
type.” 

Funds  have  been  solicited 
throughout  the  lesbian  and  gay 
male  communities  since  the  Hous¬ 
ton  March  conference  in  July  so 
that  paid  advertisements  could  be 
placed  in  newspapers  throughout 
the  state,  carrying  March  infor¬ 
mation  to  as  many  people  as  pos¬ 
sible.  Eugene  Haberman,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Steering  Committee  of 
the  Alaska  organizing  group,  sur¬ 
veyed  several  newspapers  prior  to 
determining  in  which  publications 
the  advertisements  would  be 
placed.  Subsequently,  a  check  was 
sent,  accompanied  by  the  adver¬ 
tisement,  to  the  attention  of 


Dwight  Foster,  Advertising  Direc¬ 
tor  at  the  Fairbanks  Daily  News 
Miner.  Shortly  thereafter,  Foster 
informed  the  group  that  the  news¬ 
paper  had  rejected  the  ad. 

Haberman  explained  that  “the 
rejection  was  quite  unexpected  by 
all  members  of  the  [organizing] 
committee.”  Several  organizers 
urged  that  the  issue  be  dropped 
and  ads  placed  in  other  news¬ 
papers,  but  Haberman  objected. 
“It  was  necessary  that  if  this  re¬ 
port  was  accurate,”  he  said, 
“some  sort  of  documentation 
should  be  conducted,  and  if  not, 
perhaps  there  is  still  a  way  to  pub¬ 
lish  the  ‘March’  ad  in  that  news¬ 
paper.”  Haberman  won  his  point 
and  began  to  look  into  the  matter. 

He  sent  a  letter  dated  Aug.  17  to 
the  attention  of  Dwight  Foster  en¬ 
closing  proper  payment  for  the 
advertisement.  A  week  later 
Foster  responded,  saying  that  the 
News  Miner  would  refuse  the  ad. 
“Regarding  the  placement  of  an 
advertisement  in  our  paper,” 
Foster  wrote,  “I  do  not  recall  any 
reference  to  the  subject  of  the  ad. 
If  I  had  understood,  I  would  have 
told  you  then  that  the  News  Miner 
would  choose  not  to  publish  your 


advertisement.  I  regret  the  incon¬ 
venience  caused  you  by  this  lack 
of  understanding.” 

Foster’s  letter  prompted  an 
investigation  by  Gay  Alaska  (of 
which  Haberman  is  Editor/Pub¬ 
lisher)  into  the  advertising  policies 
of  other  newspapers  in  the  state: 
the  Fairbanks  Daily  News  Miner, 
the  Tundra  Times,  and  the  South¬ 
east  Alaska  Empire  were  all  sur¬ 
veyed,  and  only  the  New  Miner 
and  the  Anchorage  Times,  with 
the  largest  circulation  in  Alaska, 
refused  to  run  the  advertisement. 

A  copy  of  Haberman ’s  investi¬ 
gation  report  has  been  forwarded 
to  the  Alaska  regional  office  of 
the  U.S.  Civil  Rights  Commission 
in  Seattle  (WA).  A  statement  is¬ 
sued  by  Haberman  declared, 
“The  action  taken  by  these  two 
newspapers  in  denying  access  in 
their  advertising  forum  on  this 
issue  to  some  members,  while 
opening  the  forum  to  others,  is  a 
dangerous  precedent,  which  if 
goes  unchecked  could  lead  to 
future  situations  where  issues  in 
the  community  would  not  be  free¬ 
ly  debated  by  everyone.” 


GREEN  LEAF 
FLORISTS 


SOT  Jl  ST  A  PU\T  STORh 


Flowers  Wired 

TELEPHONE:  247  3500 
DICK  GREENLEAF 

478  COLUMBUS  AVE 
SOUTH  END.  BOSTON 


TOURING 


TOURING 


TOOLS 

6”  adjustable  wrench 
small  screwdriver 
jackknife 
tire  irons 

patch  kits;  tire  slue  if 
usins  sew-ups 
chain  rivet  tool 
alien  keys  as  needed 
spoke  wrench 
freewheel  remover  (set 
the  proper  type  — 
there  is  a  sreat  variety!) 
small  pliers  with 
wire  cutter 
workins  pump 
flashlisht 


David  Seil  Associates  Inc. 


Psychiatric  and  Psychologic  services  for  adults 
Individual,  Couple,  and  Group  therapy 
Psychologic  testing  and  career  counseling 


David  Seil  M.  D. ,  Director 


Located  in  Back  Bay  and  South  End  536-2665 


We  in  New  England  are  fortunate  to  have  the  winding  roads, 
frequent  streams  and  picturesque  villages  which  make  bike  touring 
a  joy.  Once  you  have  chosen  a  tour  and  decided  on  a  pace  you  will 
need  some  maps.  Gas  station  road  maps  are  inappropriate  for  bike 
touring  because  they  lack  detail.  Togographic  maps  are  often  good 
pre-trip  sources  of  specific  terrain  information  but  are  too  cumber¬ 
some  on  the  road.  Try  to  get  maps  which  are  between  14"  and  1  ” 
per  mile.  These  may  be  obtained  from  local  bike  clubs,  auto  clubs 
or  town  engineers.  A  local  map  (Boston  Bike  Map)  which  covers 
Greater  Boston  is  available  free  at  bike  stores  and  bike  organiza¬ 
tions.  Bicycle  touring  is  a  lovely,  intimate  way  to  explore  the  coun¬ 
try.  To  insure  that  your  tour  is  successful  remember  that  the  impor¬ 
tant  considerations  are  comfort,  weight  and  safety.  Choose  your 
equipment  carefully.  Avoid  the  impulse  to  carry  one  of  everything. 
Safety  equipment  is  a  must  (see  section  on  safety)  and  cycle  cloth¬ 
ing  is  not  necessary  but  will  make  a  difference  in  your  comfort  — 
and  it’s  easy  to  care  for  on  the  road. 

Many  beginning  cycle  tourists  ask  which  tools  are  necessary  on  a 
tour.  The  obvious  problem  is  that  space  and  weight  limitations 
make  it  impossible  to  prepare  for  all  situations.  You  can,  though, 
prepare  against  problems  which  are  most  likely  to  arise. 

SPARES 

at  least  one  inner  tube 
two  or  more  spare 
sew-ups  as  needed 
10  spokes  (asain  —  set 
the  risht  lensth 
rear  brake  and 
Sear  cables 
chain  links 

cloth  handlebar  tape 
-  1001  uses! 
various  and  sundry  nuts 
and  bolts 

save  broken  cables  and 
spokes  —  you  can  use 
them  in  a  pinch. 

the  bicycle  exchange 

We  carry  a  full  inventory  of  parts  and  accessories  for  tourists  and  top  qual¬ 
ity  bicycles  including  the  Dawes  Super  Galaxy,  Motobecane  Grand  Touring 
and  Univega  Gran  Turismo.  All  of  these  bikes  are  constructed  of  light  weight 
tubing  with  frame  angles  and  gear  ratios  suitable  for  touring.  All  have  front 
and  rear  rack  adaptability  designed  to  carry  any  combination  of  panniers 
(we  carry  Eclipse,  Cannondale,  Kirtland,  Bellweather)  and  front  and  rear  bags. 

Excerpted  from  the  Bicycle  Exchange  Wheel  paper©,  available  free  at  the 
Bicycle  Exchange,  3  Bow  Street,  Cambridge.  Phone  us  at  864-1300. 

Hours: 

Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Saturday:  9:00  —  6:00. 

Thursday  and  Friday:  9:00  —  8:00. 

_ Closed  Sunday  and  Monday. _ 


Janus  House 

Individual,  group  &  couple 
therapy  for  lesbian  women 

Serving  the  community  since  1974 
66 1  -2537  Cambridge,  MA 


By  Cindy  Stein 
( with  special  thanks  to  Doug  A  ndrews) 

Introduction 

During  the  past  six  months,  the  Community  Voices  pages  of  the  Gay 
Community  News  have  reflected  yet  another  controversy  among 
members  of  the  gay  community:  the  role  and  image  of  the  National  Gay 
Task  Force  (NGTF).  Supporters  and  critics  of  the  organization  which  bills 
itself  as' thefastest  growing  civil  rights  organization  in  America”  have  pas¬ 
sionately  articulated  their  respective  explanations,  concerns  and  allega¬ 
tions.  NGTF  has  been  accused  of  being  too  conservative  or  of  being  over- 
zealous  in  its  push  to  promote  an  image  of  the  “respectable  gay”  to  those 
who  run  the  powerful  institutions  in  this  society:  the  government,  the 
media,  the  corporations.  In  addition,  the  organization  has  been  pitted 
against  what  many  refer  to  as  “the  grass  roots  gay  movement”  and  has 
been  accused  of  ignoring  local  organizers  and  local  concerns  while 
honing  in  on  local  money.  Supporters  of  NGTF  react  to  the  criticisms  in  a 
number  of  ways  which  range  from  dismissal  of  the  critics  as  a  noisy  min¬ 
ority  of  lesbians  and  gays  who  offer  nothing  constructive  to  sincere  con¬ 
cern  about  the  criticisms  and  suggestions  for  remedies. 

The  organization  itself  is  presently  at  an  historical  crossroads.  With  a 
long  list  of  accomplishments  and  “firsts”  under  its  belt,  NGTF  is  now 
looking  inward  at  its  own  role  in  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Movement.  This 
willingness  to  establish  lines  of  communication  with  both  its  members  and 
local  or  grass  roots  groups  is  occuring  simultaneously  with  a  complete 
changing  of  the  guard.  With  a  few  exceptions,  the  entire  founding  staff  of 
NGTF  has  left.  By  the  end  of  1979,  the  top  four  leadership  slots  will  be 
filled  with  new  people.  It  is  a  good  time  to  take  a  look  at  NGTF. 

This  article  will  be  presented  in  two  segments.  This  week.  Part  I  will 
examine  the  history,  programs  and  accomplishments  of  NGTF.  No  value 
judgments  will  be  made  concerning  priorities  or  motives.  In  two  weeks. 
Part  II  will  look  closely  at  the  controversial  issues  and  will  include  inter¬ 
views  with  the  critics  and  the  supporters  of  NGTF.  It  is  hoped  that,  once 
all  is  told,  conclusions  and  answers  may  come  more  easily .  .  . 

★  ★  ★  ★  ★ 

Since  the  fall  of  1973,  an  organization  that  has  dealt  with  national 
issues  on  a  large  scale  has  existed  as  part  of  the  gay  movement.  The 
National  Gay  Task  Force  (NGTF)  was  founded  as  the  gay  movement’s 
counterpart  to  other  civil  rights  organizations  like  the  National  Organiza¬ 
tion  for  Women  (NOW),  the  National  Association  for  the  Advancement 
of  Colored  People  (NAACP)  and  the  American  Civil  Liberties  Union 
(ACLU). 

The  concept  of  a  group  which  would  be  national  in  scope  was  the 
brainchild  of  four  individuals:  Bruce  Voeller,  who  left  a  career  as  a  pro¬ 
fessor  of  biology  to  become  a  full  time  activist  and  was,  in  1973,  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  New  York  City’s  Gay  Activist  Alliance  (G  AA);  Nathalie  Rockhill, 
a  former  GAA  president;  Ron  Gold,  the  Media  Director  under  Voeller  at 
GAA;  and  Greg  Dawson,  chair  of  the  board  of  the  Fortune  Society  (a 
prisoner  self-help  organization). 

“We  created  NGTF  in  my  kitchen,”  recounts  Voeller.  “We  sat 
around  and  talked  for  some  while  and  just  out  of  that  meeting  agreed  that 
what  we  wanted  to  do  was  to  create  a  national  organization.  If  we  worked 
at  the  national  level  1,  especially,  felt  strongly  that  it  was  about  time  that 
we  began  creating  a  national  focus.  That  we  begin  working  with  the 
national  media,  the  national  organizations  elsewhere.  Really  we  had  no 
other  people  doing  that  and  the  time  was  ripe  for  doing  it.  No  other  exist¬ 
ing  group  was  prepared  to  act  on  those  levels .  ’  ’ 

Howard  Brown  and  the  Fund  for  Human  Dignity 

At  the  same  time  that  the  idea  for  NGTF  was  being  conceived, 
another  major  event  was  happening  in  the  gay  movement.  On  October  2, 
1973  Dr.  Howard  J.  Brown,  a  former  Commissioner  of  Health  Services  in 
New  York  City,  announced hishomosexualitytothe  nation  via  page  one  of 
the  New  York  Times.  Brown  was  encouraged  to  come  out  publicly  by  gay 
activists  like  Voeller  and  Gold.  His  own  personal  reasons  were  articulated 
some  six  months  later  in  an  interview  with  a  reporter  from  GCN. 

“I  suffered  from  a  heart  attack  one  year  before  I  came  out.  As  a 
doctor,  I  knew  that  I  might  die.  It  seemed  that  as  a  physician  and  as  former 
Commissioner  of  Health,  the  only  thing  that  I  could  invest  in  was  the 
future  of  homosexuals.  So  it  was  definitely  a  political  act.  It  was  and  is 
important  that  the  generation  that  follows  would  never  have  the  shame 
and  the  need  to  keep  secret  that  my  generation  knew.  I  sometimes  call  my 
coming  out  an  attempt  to  leave  a  legacy  to  the  next  generation.  ’  ’ 

Two  weeks  later,  Howard  Brown  again  appeared  in  the  Times. 
Brown  had  been  asked  by  Voeller  to  become  chair  of  the  board  of  the  new 
national  organization.  Brown  accepted  enthusiastically.  The  creation  of 
the  National  Gay  Task  Force  in  mid-October  of  1973  was  a  media  event. 
In  addition  to  its  national  focus,  the  organization  was  heralded  as  a 
“clearinghouse”  for  the  850  or  so  gay  groups  that  existed  in  the  U.S.  at 
the  time.  The  Advocate  printed  a  long  list  of  the  names  of  “board  mem¬ 
bers  and  participants.”  All  were  listed  along  with  their  respective  profes¬ 
sions  and  affiliations.  It  was  an  impressive  mix  of  establishment  profes¬ 
sionals  and  movement  activists. 


NGTF:  Who  Are  They  and  What  Do  They  Want? 
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Early  Years  at  NGTF 

The  four  founders  of  NGTF  went  on  to  become  its  first  four  offi¬ 
cers.  Bruce  Voeller  headed  up  the  team  as  Executive  Director.  Ron  Gold 
took  the  position  of  Communications  Director,  now  called  Media 
Director.  Nath  Rockhill  became  National  Coordinator,  Greg  Dawson 
was  Finance  Director  and  Thomas  Smith,  formerly  of  GAA,  was  the 
Community  Services  Director. 

The  first  major  project  that  was  undertaken  by  the  newly  formed 
National  Gay  Task  Force  was  the  American  Psychiatric  Association 
(APA)  Nomenclature  Revision.  This  project,  like  most  of  the  early 
NGTF  people,  originally  came  out  of  GAA. 

Voeller  was  president  of  GAA  when  Ron  Gold  expressed  an  interest 
in  pursuing  the  APA  to  change  its  “homosexuality  is  a  sickness”  desig¬ 
nation.  A  meeting  was  then  held  at  the  GAA  Firehouse  (GAA’s  Com¬ 
munity  Center)  which  Voeller  describes  as  “unofficial”,  i.e.,  uncon¬ 
nected  with  GAA,  since  GAA  at  that  time  had  a  policy  of  not  talking 
with  psychiatrists. 

The  groundwork  for  the  Nomenclature  Revision  had  been  laid  earl¬ 
ier  in  the  year  when  GAA  zapped  a  meeting  of  a  group  of  psychiatrists 
who  were  doing  aversion  therapy.  While  the  protesters  were  outside, 
Ron  Gold  was  inside.  Gold  took  over  the  microphone  and  set  forth 
GAA’s  demands.  He  was  able  to  make  a  contact.  Robert  Spitzer  of  the 
APA’s  Nomenclature  Committee  was  interested  in  the  gay  issue.  Spitzer 
hinted  that  the  Committee  might  be  willing  to  make  a  change. 

Privately,  Brown’s  support  was  conditioned  upon  two  requirements. 
One,  that  the  organization  be  staffed  with  “professional  people”  who 
would  be  paid  competitive  wages.  This,  he  felt,  was  essential  to  NGTF’s 
effectiveness  and  survival.  And  two,  that  there  be  a  strong  fiscal  policy 
implemented  so  that  money  would  not  be  misused  or  misappropriated. 

Dr.  Brown  stayed  with  NGTF  until  his  death  in  February  1975 .  Dur¬ 
ing  that  first  year  and  a  half  of  the  organization’s  existence,  Brown  not 
only  served  as  a  “figurehead,”  as  one  staffer  described  him,  but  he 
remained  an  important  contact  person  in  the  area  of  policy  formulation. 
Brown  was  one  of  the  people  who  was  instrumental  in  creating  the  Fund 
For  Human  Dignity,  NGTF’s  non-political,  educational  arm.  The  Fund 
was  set  up  to  enable  contributors  to  give  financial  support  to  the  gay 
movement  and  take  the  standard  charitable  deduction  on  their  income  tax 
returns.  However,  this  was  no  easy  feat  for  a  gay  organization  back  in 
1975.  The  Internal  Revenue  Service  (IRS)  refused  to  grant  tax  exempt  stat¬ 
us  to  groups  that  promoted  homosexuality  as  an  acceptable  and  healthy 
lifestyle.  Brown  would  never  see  the  fruits  of  his  labors  in  this  area.  It  was 
not  until  July  of  1977  that  the  Fund  for  Human  Dignity,  surnamed  the 
Howard  Brown  Memorial  Fund,  achieved  tax  exempt  status. 

In  terms  of  activity,  the  Fund  is  just  getting  under  way.  According  to 
Bob  Herrick,  presently  the  Administrator  and  Director  of  Resources  at 
NGTF,  the  total  budget  for  the  Fund’s  1980  fiscal  year,  beginning  Octob¬ 
er  1, 1979,  will  only  range  between  $2500-5000.  Apparently,  the  deliy  in 
achieving  tax  exempt  status  has  hampered  the  Fund’s  effectiveness. 

It  is  not  unusual  and  is  quite  practical  for  an  organization  like  the 
National  Gay  Task  Force  to  create  a  separate  corporate  entity  like  the 
fund  for  Human  Dignity.  The  National  Organization  for  W omen  created 
theEducationandLegal  Defense  Func^  which  serves  a  similar  purpose  for 
the  women’s  movement.  Although  it  is  a  corporation  in  and  of  itself,  the 
Fund  for  Human  Dignity  is  quite  connected  to  its  “parent”  NGTF.  Four 
out  of  the  eight  directors  of  the  Fund’s  board  serve  on  NGTF’s  board  of 
directors.  Fund  grants  are  dispersed  to  all  groups  whose  written  proposals 
are  passed  upon  favorably.  So  far,  however,  the  limited  resources  of  the 
Fund  have  prevented  it  from  becoming  available  to  the  larger  movement. 
Its  major  project  has  been  to  supply  some  of  the  money  that  was  necessary 
to  develop  educational  pamphlets  in  conjunction  with  NGTF’s  We  Are 
Your  Children  Campaign  in  1978-1979. 

Future  plans  for  the  Fund  are  sketchy,  but  are  definitely  developing. 
According  to  Jeffrey  Carples,  chair  of  the  Fund’s  board,  in  an  April  1979 
letter  to  NGTF  members,  the  ideas  for  additional  pamphlets  in  the  areas 
of  “Feminism  and  Gay  Rights”  and  “Trade  Unions  and  Gay  Rights”  are 
being  discussed,  as  is  a  project  concerning  education  through  advertising. 

The  preliminary  efforts  resulted  in  Voeller  and  Gold’s  “unofficial” 
meeting.  Gradually,  interest  at  GAA  picked  up  and  the  organization 
sent  Ron  Gold  to  the  1973  Conference  of  the  APA  in  Hawaii.  Gold  pre¬ 
sented  a  paper  entitled  “Stop  It  —  You’re  Making  Me  Sick”.  The  edu¬ 
cational  effort  was  under  way. 

The  rest  of  the  work,  which  eventually  did  bring  about  the  desired 
change,  as  well  as  the  issuance  by  the  APA  of  a  pro-gay  resolution, 
happened  over  the  course  of  the  next  year.  According  to  Voeller, ”'i  he 
Nomenclature  Committee  didn’t  ever  finally  make  a  real  move.  What 
happened  was  Ron  Gold  (with  me  consulting  constantly  on  it)  and 
Spitzer,  worked  all  the  way  up  the  APA  and  eventually  the  resolution, 
which  Spitzer  drafted  with  a  lot  of  assistance  from  Ron,  was  put  to  the 
Board  of  Trustees  with  a  recommendation  for  passage.  The  Board  voted 
unanimously  to  remove  the  sickness  label  and  voted  unanimously  to 
pass  the  other  resolution  endorsing  gay  civil  rights.” 

These  last  efforts,  during  1974,  occurred  at  NGTF. 


Gender  Parity 

In  1973,  lesbian  recognition  in  the  gay  movement  was  low.  At 
GAA,  women  congregated  within  a  subcommittee  of  the  Human  Rela¬ 
tions  Committee.  Finally  renamed  the  Lesbian  Liberation  Committee, 
the  group  split  from  the  GAA  to  form  Lesbian  Feminist  Liberation.  The 
reasons  for  the  split,  recalled  Jean  O’Leary,  who  made  the  move  to  LFL 
and  became  its  first  “spokeswoman”  was  “because  of  the  sexism  and 
also  because  of  the  size  of  the  committee,  which  grew  to  be  bigger  than 
GAA.” 

At  NGTF,  the  list  of  names  which  was  labeled  “board  members  and 
participants”  contained  about  one  half  as  many  women  as  men.  The 
decision,  therefore,  was  made  to  equalize  the  Board  of  Directors:  fifty 
percent  women  and  fifty  percent  men.  Soon  after,  co-Board  Chairs  were 
instituted. 

Still,  at  that  time,  there  was  only  one  Executive  Director,  Bruce 
Voeller,  When  Jean  O’Leary  came  on  the  scene  as  Legislative  Director 
(she  replaced  Nath  Rockhill  in  1975),  the  position  of  “Co-Executive 
Director”  seemed  tailor-made  for  her. 

“Jean  brought  with  her  a  whole  array  of  skills  to  the  organization 
and  self-confidence  which  made  her  an  equal  to  me,”  says  Voeller.  “It 
was  a  natural.” 

The  decision  was  mutually  arrived  upon  by  both  Voeller  and 
O’Leary. 

“We  had  been  talking  about  the  concept,”  recalls  Jean  O’Leary, 
“and  then  we  went  to  this  thing  called  the  Advocate  Conference  which 
started  the  Gay  Rights  National  Lobby  (GRNL).  That  was  about  three, 
four  years  ago.  We  were  all  arguing  for  co-sexual  everything  and  they 
said,  ‘What  about  you  guys,  you  don’t  have  co-sexual  executive  direc¬ 
tors?’  And  we  said,  ‘Well,  we  have  a  co-sexual  board  and  that’s  what 
we’re  talking  about.’  You  know,  that  really  made  us  think  about  it.  I 
was  also  thinking  about  it  before  then.  I  knew  that  I  wanted  that  re¬ 
sponsibility  but  that  I  was  going  to  have  to  wait  a  little  bit  until  I  was 
seasoned  and  knew  the  job.  So  when  I  did,  it  turned  out  to  be  a  very 
equal  relationship  between  Bruce  and  I.” 

The  decision  was  approved  by  a  unanimous  NGTF  board  in  June 
of  1976. 

The  Organizational  Set  Up 

NGTF  is  and  always  has  been  membership  based.  At  present,  the 
number  of  members  is  about  9,500  and  Approaching  10,000.  The  anti¬ 
gay  campaign  spearheaded  by  Anita  Bryant  in  1977  resulted  in  an  enor¬ 
mous  jump  in  the  numbers  of  lesbians  and  gay  men  who  are  members  of 
NGTF.  At  the  end  of  that  year,  NGTF’s  newsletter,  “It’s  Time” 
reported  that  the  membership  nearly  doubled  in  four  months. 

The  response  to  the  question  “Who  belongs  to  NGTF?”  is  difficult 
to  answer  at  this  time.  In  October,  a  membership  survey  will  be  mailed 
out  requesting  demographic  data  and  soliciting  information  concerning 
the  priorities  members  have  in  the  area  of  gay  rights.  Suggestions  for 
organizational  priorities  at  NGTF  will  also  be  solicited.  “These  re¬ 
sponses,”  explains  Membership  Director  Linda  Guthrie,  “will  help 
decide  if  changes  need  to  be  made  and  will  help  the  Board  with  its  goal 
setting  responsibility.” 

One  statistic  that  was  available  was  that  the  membership  is  com¬ 
prised  of  21%  women.  Guthrie  puts  “outreach”  ahead  of  all  other  pro¬ 
jects  in  her  department. 

Membership  dues  comprise'  about  80%of  NGTF’s  income.In  fiscal 
year  1978  which  ended  a  year  ago,  the  bottom  line  budget  figure  was  a 
little  over  $257,000.  The  bottom  line  figure  forecast  for  fiscal  year  1979, 
which  ends  this  month,  is,  according  to  Herrick,  approximately 
$289,000.  The  remaining  20%of  NGTF’s  income  received  is  derived 
from  individual  donations  (which  amounted  to  about  $36,000  in  fiscal 
’78)  and  foundation  grants  (such  as  those  received  from  the  Playboy 
Foundation, which  underwrote  the  White  House  visit,  andthe  Eastman 
Foundation). 

Money  is  budgeted  according  to  a  system  where,  first  the  Board  of 
Directors  sets  the  programming  priorities.  Next  each  staff  member, 
keeping  those  priorities  in  mind,  recommends  a  budget  for  her  or  his 
individual  area  which  is  reviewed  by  the  Co-Executive  Directors.  Modi¬ 
fications  are  made  if  requested  expenditures  are  greater  than  expected 
income.  The  Board’s  Finance  Committee  meets  in  May  and  tries  to 
approve  the  budget  which  will  go  into  effect  October  1 . 

Income  is  boosted  by  fundraising  efforts  which  take  place  all  over 
the  country.  At  present,  a  group  of  gay  business  people  initiated  a 
project  entitled  the  Committee  for  99.  This  committee  consists  of  busi¬ 
nesses  who  donate,  on  an  annual  basis,  $100  or  more  to  NGTF.  The 
goal  for  the  project  is  $99,000. 

In  the  past,  money  was  raised  at  weekly  “Tea  Dances”  which  were 
held  at  New  York  City’s  Eagle  bar  and  were  sponsored  by  the  Islanders 
Club  (a  group  which  provides  bus  service  to  gays  going  to  Fire  Island). 
A  one  dollar  entrance  fee  went  to  NGTF. 
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Linda  Guthrie,  Membership  Committee  NGTF 

In  addition,  fundraising  dinners  are  given  by  local  groups  for 
NGTF,  where  an  appearance  is  made  by  a  co-Executive  Director,  and 
dinners  are  also  arranged  by  NGTF  to  honor  a  supporter  of  the  gay 
movement.  In  1978,  NGTF  hosted  a  $100  a  plate  dinner  to  thank  Midge 
Costanza,  former  liaison  to  minorities  with  the  Carter  administration, 
for  her  service  to  the  cause  of  gay  rights. 

At  present  fundraising  is  the  responsibility  of  NGTF’s  staff.  There 
are  nine  staffers  employed,  two  of  whom  are  part  time. 

In  1978-1979,  NGTF  was  able  to  acquire  five  additional  staff 
people  through  a  Comprehensive  Employment  Training  Act  (CETA) 
grant  which  was  administered  through  the  National  Congress  of  Neigh¬ 
borhood  Women.  The  five  new  people  worked  on  the  We  Are  Your 
Children  Campaign  (also  called  Project  Open  Understanding)  which 
consisted  of  two  separate  “Weeks  of  Dialogue”  —  one  with  families 
and  the  other  with  the  media.  These  staff  people  coordinated  programs 
at  the  local  level  with  gay  groups  who,  during  “family  week”  October 
22-28,  invited  non-gay  family  members  and  friends  to  meetings  where 
homosexuality  was  openly  and  honestly  discussed.  To  assist  the  local 
effort,  the  NGTF  people  prepared  a  series  of  pamphlets  on  various 
topics.  Among  these  were,  “About  Coming  Out,”  for  lesbians  and  gay 
men;  “Answers  to  a  Parent’s  Questions  About  Homosexuality”;  and  a 
“Media  Guide  to  Gay  Issues”. 

Making  Inroads:  The  Media 

From  the  beginning,  the  staff  of  the  National  Gay  Task  Force  made 
a  conscious  choice  to  try  to  change  the  media.  That  is,  to  try  to  end 
lesbian  and  gay  invisibility  and  to  promote  a  “positive”  and  accurate 
image  of  lesbians  and  gay  men  on  television,  in  films  and  in  newsprint. 

The  work  has  been  that  of  chipping  away  at  the  negative  and 
restrictive  views  of  the  executives  and  writers  who  compose  the  tele¬ 
vision,  film  and  news  industries.  Important  contacts  have  been  made 
and  there  have  been  visible  signs  of  improvement. 

“We  have  a  policy,”  explains  Ginny  Vida,  outgoing  Media 
Director,  “of  trying  to  always  go  to  meetings  first.  Phone  calls,  letters 
and  meetings  come  first  [before  street  demonstrations  and  zaps].” 

“We  tell  the  media,”  says  Ron  Gold,  “that  we’re  not  trying  to  be 
censors,  we  are  just  asking  you  to  exercise  your  principles  of  self-cen- 
■  sorship  like  you  do  with  other  minorities.” 

Vida  continues,  “I  think  we  can’t  say  that  we’re  going  to  overhaul 
the  media  in  such  a  way  that  it’s  suddenly  going  to  be  full  of  these  real 
human  beings,  because  the  media  use  stick  figures.  You  have  to  under¬ 
stand  the  context  you’re  buying  into.  Most  of  it’s  junk  and  we  just  want 
our  share.” 

Probably  NGTF’s  most  memorable,  if  not  the  most  effective, 
media  campaign  was  around  a  segment  of  the  former  television  series 
Marcus  fVelby,  M.D.  This  occurred  in  the  summer  of  1974.  Ron  Gold 
had  learned  that  a  script,  with  a  plot  line  involving  the  sexual  abuse  of  a 
young  boy  by  his  male  school  teacher,  previously  rejected  by  NGTF  was 
nevertheless  in  production  at  ABC.  When  efforts  to  change  or  drop  the 
program  failed,  NGTF  called  for  an  official  protest  aimed  at  getting 
sponsors  to  withdraw  from  the  episode.  This  effort  was  organized  by 
NGTF  and  heavily  assisted  by  Gay  Media  Action  in  Boston,  headed  by 
Loretta  Lotman.  The  Boston  ABC  affiliate  dropped  the  episode  as  did 
network  affiliates  in  a  few  other  cities.  In  addition,  sponsors  were  con¬ 
vinced  to  withdraw. 

Success  was  measured  by  a  comment  by  an  ABC  spokeswoman  in 
the  Wall  Street  Journal  who  said  that  she  believed  that  the  gay  protest 
was  “the  main  reason  these  stations  (affiliates)  are  dropping  the  show 
—  very  definitely.” 

In  December  of  1974,  Loretta  Lotman  replaced  Ron  Gold  who  had 
resigned  from  NGTF  for  personal  reasons.  She  held  the  job  for  about 
one  year. 

Television  has  been  a  place  where  NGTF  has  concentrated  a  great 
deal  of  its  media  work.  This  is  so  because  the  medium  reaches  the  largest 
number  of  people  and  makes  a  greater  impact  upon  social  and  political 
views  than  any  other.  The  contacts  NGTF  has  established  over  the  last 
six  years  enable  the  organization  to  review  a  script  with  gay  content 
before  it  is  produced.  Sometimes  a  gay  person  working  in  the  industry, 
although  in  the  closet  professionally,  will  forward  a  potentially 
offensive  script  to  NGTF.  It  is  then  that  the  organization  contacts  the 
network  or  local  station  to  discuss  content,  possible  revisions,  and,  at 
times,  abandonment  of  the  show.  In  addition,  new  ideas  are  also  sug¬ 
gested.  NGTF,  according  to  Vida,  was  largely  responsible  for  the  airing 
by  ABC  of  the  TV  movie  A  uestion  of  Love  which  portrayed  in  a 
sensitive  manner,  the  plight  of  a  lesbian  mother  who  loses  her  child  in  a 
custody  case. 

NGTF  also  works  on  another  front  in  the  media  area.  Vida  has  met 
with  members  of  the  Federal  Communications  Commission  (FCC)  to 
persuade  it  to  include  gays  as  a  minority  of  the  population  whose  public 
interest  needs  must  be  ascertained  and  met  by  broadcasters.  A  petition 
was  submitted  by  NGTF  requesting  gay  “ascertainment.”  While  a  ten¬ 
tative  ruling  was  made  in  favor  of  the  request,  a  final  vote  is  due  to  take 
place  this  fall. 

To  insure  that  this  effort  has  not  been  in  vain,  NGTF  is  presently 
fighting  a  revision  of  the  Communications  Act,  under  which  the  FCC  is 
empowered,  which  would  eliminate  the  process  of  ascertainment  of 
public  interest  needs  altogether. 


Progress  on  Other  F ronts 

While  space  precludes  a  detailed  discussion  of  all  the  work  that 
NGTF  does  and  has  done,  a  few  areas  must  be  mentioned. 

A  symbolic  breakthrough  occurred  when,  in  February  of  1977, 
Bruce  Voeller  and  Jean  O’Leary  visited  the  White  House  as  the  first 
openly  gay  persons  on  a  gay  rights  mission  to  do  so.  They  met  with  then 
Presidential  liaison  Midge  Costanza.  There  were  follow  up  meetings 
with  Costanza,  one  of  which  occurred  on  March  26,  1977.  At  this 
meeting  twelve  representatives  of  the  lesbian  and  gay  communities  came 
along  and  presentedposition  papers  on  a  variety  of  federally-related  gay 
issues.  Charles  Brydon,  one  of  NGTF’s  present  Co-Executive  Directors, 
attended  and  spoke  on  the  topic  of  gays  and  the  military. 

These  meetings  cleared  the  way  for  NGTF’s  Executive  Branch  Ad¬ 
vocacy  program  to  really  get  off  the  ground.  It  was  probably  a  combina¬ 
tion  of  the  effect  of  the  White  House  meetingsand  the  changein  execu¬ 
tive  branch  personnel  after  the  1976  presidential  election  which  helped 
NGTF’s  earlier  efforts  with  agencies  like  the  Immigration  and  Naturali¬ 
zation  Service  (INS)  and  the  Bureau  of  Prisons  to  produce  results. 

The  IRS  tax  exempt  status  policy  change,  discussed  earlier,  hap¬ 
pened  in  December  of  1977.  Two  major  breakthroughs  with  the  U.S. 
Civil  Rights  Commission  —  one  in  which  it  agreed  to  include  the  gay 
community  in  a  survey  on  national  civil  rights  and  the  other  where 
lesbians  and  gay  men  were  brought  under  its  jurisdiction  in  the  area  of 
the  administration  of  justice  —  were  wrought  by  NGTF  subsequent  to 
the  White  House  meetings.  Norman  Carlson,  Director  of  the  Bureau  of 
Prisons,  who,  according  to  Jean  O’Leary  did  not  even  want  to  meet 
with  a  gay  group,  issued  a  memo  to  his  staff  directing  that  the  use  of  the 
term  “homosexual  rape”  be  discontinued  in  press  releases  to  the  media. 

In  the  area  of  immigration,  an  April  4,  1978  meeting  between 
NGTF  staff  and  the  U.S.  Surgeon  General  resulted  in  the  adoption  by 
the  U.S.  Public  Health  Service  (PHS)  of  the  APA’s  resolution  that  gay 
did  not  equal  sick.  This  ruling  by  PHS  paved  the  way  for  the  Service’s 
recent  refusal  to  administer  psychological  examinations  to  gay 
foreigners  wishing  to  enter  the  U.S. 

Finally,  NGTF  is  involved  in  an  ongoing  effort  to  include  the  needs 
of  gay  families  among  those  that  will  be  addressed  at  the  planned  White 
House  Conference  on  the  Family.  This  work,  which  has  enabled  NGTF 
to  be  part  of  a  42-member  coalition  of  interested  groups,  has  met  with 
mixed  success. 

Work  on  other  fronts  includes  a  survey  of  major  corporations 
listed  in  the  Fortune  500  to  determine  the  existence  of  policies  which  bar 
discrimination  against  lesbians  and  gay  men  in  both  hiring  and  pro¬ 
motion.  Over  one  hundred  responses  were  received  so  far,  most  of 
which  contained  positive  policies.  Followup  work  is  planned  in  the  area 
of  employment  discrimination. 

NGTT  continues  to  prepare  and  circulate  information  packets  to 
local  groups  that  are  facing  legislative  and  referenda  challenges  in  their 
states  or  cities.  In  July  of  1978,  Voeller  and  O’Leary  organized  a  confer¬ 
ence  for  the  benefit  of  leaders  in  the  campaigns  to  fight  the  Briggs  Initia¬ 
tive  in  California  and  Initiative  13  in  Seattle.  NGTF  flew  in  people  who 
led  the  unsuccessful  campaigns  to  stop  anti-gay  measures  in  Dade 
County,  Wichita,  St.  Paul  and  Eugene  so  that  information  and  lessons 
learned  could  be  shared. 

NGTF’s  work  to  help  lesbians  who  seek  recognition  in  the  women’s 
movement  was  most  visible  at  the  International  Women’s  Year  (IWY) 
Conference  held  in  Houston  on  Nov.  18-20, 1977.  An  educational  effort 
occurred  through  the  use  of  an  exhibit  space  where  slides  of  lesbians 
were  shown  and  lesbian  music  was  played.  This  project  was  aimed  at 
bringing  moderate  and  conservative  women  to  an  awareness  of  the 
lesbian  reality.  Politically,  Jean  O’Leary  and  other  staff  people  worked 
for  a  year  prior  to  the  Conference  paving  the  way,  through  the  state 
conferences  which  chose  national  delegates,  for  the  successful  passage 
of  the  Sexual  Preference  Resolution  in  Houston. 

New  Faces 

It  was  at  that  Houston  conference  that  Lucia  Valeska,  presently 
one  of  NGTF’s  Co-Executive  Directors,  first  came  into  contact  with  the 
women  of  NGTF.  Valeska  was  impressed.  She,  herself,  did  not  belong 
to  NGTF  at  the  time.  “I  was  just  an  observer  of  NGTF  at  Houston,” 
she  recalls,  “and  thought  it  was  very  interesting  to  meet  and  know  that 
there  were  feminists  working  in  the  gay  movement  and  being  successful 
at  it.”  She  was  selected  as  co-Executive  Director  this  past  June  and 
began  work  in  mid- July. 

Valeska  joined  Charles  Brydon  ,  a  prominent  figure  in  Seattle’s  gay 
community  and  past  co-Chair  of  NGTF’s  board. 

Meanwhile  the  third  leadership  slot,  that  of  Media  Director,  will  be 
vacated  by  Ginny  Vida  on  October  1 .  The  search  is  still  underway  for  a 
replacement.  In  addition,  Bob  Herrick  will  be  shifted  over  to  become 
Executive  Director  of  the  Fund  For  Human  Dignity.  That’s  the  fourth 
vacancy  within  a  year. 

The  challenges  ahead  for  Brydon  and  Valeska,  not  only  to  continue 
the  work  of  the  past,  but  to  meet  the  newly  articulated  demands  of  the 
lesbian  and  gay  communities  which  have  been  critical  of  NGTF,  are  im¬ 
pressive.  As  stated  previously,  those  criticisms  will  be  looked  at  in  depth 
in  Part  II  of  this  article. 
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est  daiaa  Bar 
in  Town" 

— Boston  Magazine 


Featuring:  Bottomless  Salads, 
Hamburgers,  Lasagna,  Quiche, 
Chili  and  much,  much,  more  ... 


Where  is  this  place? 


Open  7  Days  &  7  Nights 

Two  Locations 


41  Charles  St. 
Beacon  Hill 
Boston,  Mass. 
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Side  By  Side  By  Sondheim.  Music 
and  Lyrics  by  Stephen  Sondheim. 
Staged  and  Directed  by  George 
Bunt.  With  Arlene  Francis,  Joe 
Masiell,  Ann  Hodapp,  and 
Cynthia  Meryl.  At  the  Charles 
Playhouse. 

By  Michael  Bronski 

It  became  apparent  sometime 
during  the  mid-sixties  that  the 
American  Musical  was  dying.  A 
tradition  that  had  its  roots  in 
Gilbert  and  Sullivan,  comic  opera, 
and  operetta,  had  become  a 
brontosaurus.  It  lumbered  under 
its  own  weight,  its  meager  ticket 
sales  unable  to  support  the  tre¬ 
mendous  costs  of  production. 
Times  were  changing  but  the 
musical,  instead  of  changing  with 
them,  became  more  of  what  it  was 
before.  David  Merrick’s  huge  pro¬ 
duction  of  Kelly  closed  after  one 
performance,  and  even  Mary 
Martin  (like  Peter  Pan,  the  eternal 
ingenue)  could  not  keep  the  lead¬ 
en  Jennie  going.  However,  slowly 
rising  through  this  all  was  Stephen 
Sondheim. 

After  writing  the  lyrics  for  West 
Side  Story  in  1954  and  Gypsy 
(1959),  he  wrote  the  music  and  lyr¬ 
ics  for  A  Funny  Thing  Happened 
on  the  Way  to  the  Forum  (1962) 
and  Anyone  Can  Whistle,  and  the 
lyrics  for  Do  I  Hear  a  Waltz? 
(1965).  Beginning  in  1970  with 
Company,  Sondheim  has  had  a 
run  of  five  strikingly  original  and, 
given  the  almost  innate  immobil¬ 
ity  of  the  musical  comedy  form, 
shocking  shows.  Follies  (1971),  A 
Little  Night  Music  (based  on 
Bergman’s  Smiles  of  a  Summer 
Night  and  with  a  score  composed 
entirely  of  waltzes),  Pacific  Over¬ 
tures  (a  kabuki  style  musical 
drama  of  the  opening  of  Japan  to 
the  West),  and  last  season’s  enor¬ 
mously  successful  Sweeny  Todd: 
The  Demon  Barber  of  Fleet 
Street. 

As  the  American  musical  devel¬ 
oped,  it  became  schizophrenic. 
The  love  themes  were  becoming 
less  and  less  interesting,  but  they 
had  to  be  included  because  the 
form  called  for  it,  or  it  was  a 
family  show,  or  what  else  are  you 
going  to  have  if  you  don’t  have  a 
heterosexual  love  story?  However, 
it  was  the  secondary  comic 
characters  who  actually  sustained 
the  plot  and  kept  it  moving. 
(Sondheim  and  Bert  Shevlove 
realized  this  when  they  did  the 
book  for  A  Funny  Thing.  They 
purposely  made  the  romantic 
characters  silly  and  boring. 
Unfortunately  the  show  was 
ahead  of  its  time  and  this  just  con¬ 
fused  people.)  The  tendency  has 
generally  been  to  move  the 
romantic  interest  as  far  away  from 
reality  as  possible,  either  in  setting 


or  tone.  The  Agnes  DeMille 
dances  in  Oklahoma  don’t  make 
the  character’s  emotions  real  to 
the  audience;  they  fantasize  them. 
The  implication  is  that  romances 
are  not  real  and  cannot  be  meas¬ 
ured  against  standards  of  reality, 
or  even  interest. 

Musical  comedy  is 
schizophrenic  because  it  contains 
an  inherent  tension  between 
heterosexual  and  homosexual  sen¬ 
sibilities.  As  the  lie  of  sublime  het¬ 
erosexual  happiness  becomes 
more  and  more  evident,  it  para¬ 
doxically  is  pushed  more  than 
ever.  The  homosexual  sensibility 
counterbalances  this  by  being 
anti-romantic,  anti-sentimental, 
and  emphasizing  the  head  as 
opposed  to  the  heart.  Wit  and  a 
bit  of  critical  distance  from  the 
material  play  much  better  in  the 
modern  world.  Side  by  Side  by 
Sondheim  —  and  almost  all  of 
Sondheim’s  work  —  embraces  this 
distance,  revels  in  it,  and  bril¬ 
liantly  stretches  it  to  its  extremes. 

Sondheim  has  managed  to  elim¬ 
inate  the  heterosexual  fantasies 
from  his  plots  and  to  move  his  set¬ 
tings  from  the  bucolic  to  the 
urban.  There  is  very  little  true  love 
in  his  musicals;  marriage  is  con¬ 
stantly  denigrated  as  a  panacea. 
For  the  first  time  in  musical 
“comedy”  he  presents  real  people 
with  real  emotions  in  real  situat¬ 
ions  on  stage.  Although  Sondheim 
has  won  lots  of  major  awards; he 
has  never  really  had  a  solid  com¬ 
mercial  success:  audiences  (and 
the  New  York  audience  is  com¬ 
posed  mainly  of  middle  class  het¬ 
erosexuals,  many  from  outside  of 
the  city)  never  really  took  to  him. 
The  music  did  not  sound  right,  the 
lyrics  were  too  complicated,  too 
clever  —  not  to  be  trusted.  The 
shows  were  just  too  smart  and  too 
knowing:  they  may  have  been 
entertaining,  but  they  were  not 
mindless. 

Side  by  Side  by  Sondheim  is  a 
compilation  of  twenty-seven  of 
Sondheim’s  songs.  Some  (“Some¬ 
thing’s  Coming,”  “A  Boy  Like 
That”  from  West  Side  Story)  are 
well  known;  others  (“Can  That 
Boy  Foxtrot”  dropped  from 
Follies  during  the  Boston  tryouts) 
have  rarely  been  heard  before.  If 
there  is  an  underlying  theme  in  all 
of  Sondheim’s  work,  it  is  fear, 
anger  and  resentment.  I’ve  always 
thought  that  the  quintessential 
Sondheim  lyric  was  from  Gypsy. 
Rose  is  on  stage  alone  at  the  end 
of  the  play.  She  is  trying  to  justify 
her  interference  in  her  lover’s  and 
her  children’s  lives  —  they  have  all 
left  her  —  and  she  is  attempting  to 
convince  herself,  and  us,  that 
everything  she  has  done  has  not 
been  selfish.  After  listing  her 


grievances,  she  finally  spews  out 
(and  on  the  original  cast  record 
Ethel  Merman  can  spew)  “Lots  of 
love  and  what  does  it  get  you/ 
thanks  a  lot  and  out  with  the 
garbage.” 

The  cast  and  director  of  Side  by 
Side  by  Sondheim  understand  this 
theme  well.  When  Joe  Masiell  and 
Cynthia  Meryl  sing  “The  Little 
Things  You  Do  Together”  from 
Company  (“It’s  concerts  you 
enjoy  together/  neighbors  you 
annoy  together/  children  you 
destroy  together/  that  keep 
marriage  intact”)  it  is  more  bitter 
than  playful.  Ann  Hodapp  makes 
“Another  Hundred  People”  from 
Company  into  a  nervous  break¬ 
down  song  of  a  woman  going 
crazy /hostile/bitter  in  a  big  lonely 
city.  Masiell  performs  “Could  I 
Leave  You”  from  Follies  as  a 
song  of  a  homosexual  couple 
breaking  up  (the  original  was  sung 
by  Alexis  Smith  and  was  hetero¬ 
sexual).  It  is  frighteningly  well 
done. 

When  Sondheim  is  not  bitter,  he 
is  clever.  These  songs  are  also  per¬ 
formed  well.  “You  Could  Drive  a 
Person  Crazy”  ( Company )  is  an 
Andrew  Sisters  parody  —  Masiell 
does  the  Laverne  part  —  and 
although  it  could  have  been 
played  nasty,  it  has  more  good 
natured  energy  than  venom.  “The 
Boy  From”  is  a  gay  parody  of 
“The  Girl/Boy  from  Ipanema” 
and  Meryl  underplays  it  nicely  — 
to  exaggerate  it  might  actually 
have  made  it  close  to  fag  baiting 
—  as  a  sort  of  demented  Claudine 
Longet. 

While  all  three  of  the  performers 
are  much  more  than  adequate, 
Hodapp  is  the  best  in  interpreting 
lyrics.  Her  “Losing  My  Mind”  is 
extraordinary  —  much  better  than 
Dorothy  Collins’  original  version 
in  Follies.  Her  voice  may  be  on  the 
shrill  side,  but  she  is  a  fine  stylist. 
Meryl  has  a  nice  traditional  sing¬ 
ing  voice,  and  at  times  seems  to  be 
playing  against  the  lyrics.  You 
have  the  feeling  that  she  would  be 
more  comfortable  with  Rodgers 
and  Hammerstein:  there  is  a 
warmth  to  her  performance  that  is 
almost  inimical  to  the  Sondheim 
lyrics,  Masiell  was  in  the  original 
stage  production  of  Jacques  Brel 
is  Alive  and  Well  and  perhaps 
carries  too  much  of  the  drama  of 
those  songs  with  him.  His  “I 
Remember”  (from  a  TV  special, 
Evening  Primrose)  is  too  sturm 
und  drang,  rather  than  nostalgic; 
his  “Send  in  the  Clowns”  is  mere¬ 
ly  adequate  in  a  world  where  too 
many  have  sung  it  better.  When  he 
is  singing  with  the  others,  his 
affected  solos  fade  into  the  recent 
past. 

Perhaps  the  surprise  of  the 
evening  is  Arlene  Francis.  All  too 
famous  as  a  panelist  on  “What’s 
My  Line”  Francis  actually 
shows  considerable  grace  and 
charm  —  especially  considering 
some  of  the  terrible  material  she 
has  to  work  with.  She  functions  as 
a  narrator  and  commentator  and 
at  one  point  sings  a  risque  song 
called  “I,  Never  Do  Anything 
Twice”  that  was  all  but  cut  from 
the  film  “The  Seven  Percent 
Solution.” 

Side  by  Side  by  Sondheim  is  a 
good  introductibn  to  Sondheim’s 
material.  It  is  also  good  theater  — 
witty,  enjoyable  and  cogent.  It  is 
part  of  the  American  musical 
theater’s  coming  of  age  (shows 
like  West  Side  Story  and  Gypsy 
are  now  part  of  the  tradition)  and 
becoming  real. 

Hans  Conreid  has  replaced  Arlene 
Francis  as  narrator 
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ByCarlWittman 

Over  Labor  Day  some  200  men 
participated  in  what  was  billed  as  a 
“ Spiritual  Conference  for  Radical 
Fairies.  ”  One  of  the  motifs  of  the 
event  was  the  hope  that  we  could,  in 
the  midst  of  the  Arizona  desert,  be 
with  each  other  as  befits  our  true 
selves  and  discard  patterns  of  be¬ 
havior  unwittingly  adopted  or  taken 
up  as  defense.  Midway  through  the 
gathering,  those  of  us  who  write  for 
the  gay  press  turned  to  each  other  in 
bewilderment:  how  could  one  pos¬ 
sibly  “ report ”  this  event?  I  jump 
in  where  angels  fear  to  tread,  and 
offer  this  admittedly  fragmented 
and  subjective  view. 

“Hello,  Helen?  This  is  your 
nephew  Carl  at  the  bus  station  in 
Phoenix.” 

“OK,  I’ll  wait  for  you.” 

A  half  an  hour  later,  a  trim,  direct 
businesswoman  and  I  are  driving 
off  in  her  car.  Aunt  Helen  used  to 
send  $5  at  Christmas.  She  lived  too 
far  away  to  imagine  ever  meeting 
her.  Eighteen  years  ago  I  visited 
them  overnight,  but  remember 
nothing  except  that  everyone  stayed 
inside  because  it  was  so  hot.  It  was  a 
whim  to  send  her  a  postcard  last 
week  saying  I’d  be  in  the  area.  She’s 
perhaps  the  most  conventional  of  all 
her  siblings:  married  a  cop  when  my 
parents  were  supporting  the  Rus- 
sian-American  Friendship  Commit¬ 
tee.  She’s  the  youngest,  a  few  years 
younger  than  Elizabeth,  my  dyke 
aunt 

“So  tell  me,  Carl,  what  were  you 
doing  inTucson?”  I  have  come  only 
hours  ago  from  a  six  day  event 
which  left  me  open:  open  to  hug¬ 
ging  people  without  notice,  open  to 
letting  things  happen  without  strug¬ 
gle,  open.  But  as  I  open  my  mouth 
to  answer,  the  words  come  out  all 
wrong.  I  babble:  “Well,  it  was  a 
gathering  of  people  who  feel  dis¬ 
satisfied  with  where  the  ‘gay  libera¬ 
tion’  movement  has  gone,  and  are 
looking  for  some  community, 
something  less  materialistic,  more 
to  do  with  really  important  values.  ’  ’ 

What  in  god’s  name  does  Aunt 
Helen  make  of  that?  It  is  not  what  I 
want  to  say,  so  detached,  vague,  ra¬ 
tional;  even  if  it  were  what  I  meant, 
it’s  filled  with  notions  which  must 
seem  impossibly  mushy  to  someone 
who  works  all  week  as  a  CPA. 

Helen  changes  the  subject.  I  want 
to  tell  her  about  theconference.but 
despair.  In  a  few  minutes  she  has 
brought  us  to  my  cousin  Lynn’s 
house  and  is  showing  me  Lynn’s 
hardwood  floors.  When  Lynn  asks 
what  brings  me  to  Arizona,  I  beg  the 
question:  “Seeing  some  friends.” 
Have  I  compromised  completely? 
Have  I  reverted  to  seeing  myself  in 
ways  which  “heteros”  can  under¬ 
stand?  I  could  have  said,  “Well, 
Helen  and  Lynn,  I’ve  discovered 
that  I  am  a  fairy,  and  this  weekend  I 
found  my  people.  We  were  dis¬ 
covering  our  true  fairy  selves.” 
However,  I’m  not  sure  why,  but  the 
words  stick  in  my  throat,  inauthen¬ 
tic.  The  moment  passes. 

But  the  problem  remains.  Before 
dawn  I  awaken  in  a  guestroom  in  an 
antiseptic  Phoenix  suburb.  Why  am 
I  uncomfortable  with  this  word 
“fairy”?  I  am  not  all  that  attached 
to  “gay  male”  —  so  politically  cor¬ 
rect.  “Faggot”  I  like  better,  because 
it  distinguishes  me  from  city  men 
who  think  they’re  just  like  other 
men  except  for  what  they  happen  to 
do  in  bed.  “Homosexual”  is  impos¬ 
sibly  outdated  and  clinical. 
“Queer”  is  my  favorite,  but  only  in 
a  kind  of  in-groupy  way.  It’s  a  word 
that  includes  dykes,  too,  when 
we’re  all  being  threatened.  Harry 
and  John,  dear  friends  and  among 


the  callers  of  the  conference,  have 
been  hassling  me  for  years  to  accept 
this  term,  “Fairy.” 

In  the  pre-dawn  light  I  have  a  mo¬ 
ment  of  clarity:  I  don’t  believe  that 
“Fairy”  is  a  noun;  it’s  an  adjective. 
At  the  closing  of  the  conference 
circle  we  chanted  a  chorus:  half  of 
us  quietly,  slowly  said  “fai — ry, 
fai— ry,  fai— ry,”  the  other  half 
“spi — rit,  spi — rit,spi — rit.”  Above 
the  rhythmic  chanting,  Eric  orna¬ 
mented  with  phrases,  “We  are 
fairies,”  etc.  I  felt  a  profound  divi¬ 
sion  inside  of  me:  surely  there  was 
something  I  could  call  “fairy  spirit” 
abounding.  Eric  had  a  glint  in  his 
eyes.  Two  hundred  American  Men 
were  delighting  each  other  with 
quiet  rhythms.  But  when  the  chant¬ 
ing  escalates,  I  am  reminded  of  high 
school  pep  rallies:  “WE  ARE 
FAIRIES,  WE  ARE  FAIRIES.  ” 


that  which  we  seldom  say  out 
loud,  surely  not  in  front  of  200 
people. 

Stately  in  his  latest  costume 
change,  he  recalls  being  seduced 
by  an  1 1  year  old  at  the  age  of  7  — 
his  first  taste  of  being  loved. 
“From  then  until  age  40,  I  spent 
my  life  in  the  crotches  of  men, 
confusing  love  with  lust.”  But 
how  much  has  happened  in  his  last 
15  years!  I  didn’t  expect  such  elo¬ 
quence,  such  presence,  from  so 
many  people.  Fifty  of  us,  in  the 
last  3  hours,  have  spoken,  and  I 
swear  48  of  those  stories  I  have 
found  moving,  powerful,  exciting. 
It’s  like  seeing  Word  Is  Out,  ex¬ 
cept  that  it’s  unedited,  and  I’m 
one  of  the  cast. 

Why  is  this  happening?  A  few 
months  ago  when  I  got  a  letter 
inviting  me  to  this  event,  I  guessed 


into  this  situation  with  his  careful 
suggestions  about  how  to 
approach  each  other.  It  seems  to 
me  like  the  best  possible  sexual 
counseling,  done  in  a  group  with¬ 
out  making  us  all  feel  neurotic. 
We’ve  been  looking  at  old  sexual 
patterns  and  questioning  them, 
finding  some  new  paths  —  all  in  a 
context  of  trust.  We  started  out  in 
small  groups  —  7  of  us  —  talking, 
then  exploring  our  bodies,  and,  at 
least  in  our  group,  going  on  to 
have  sex  with  each  other.  Murray 
says,  “I  know  it  might  be  frustrat¬ 
ing,  but  I’d  like  everyone  to  come 
back  together  now.”  How 
remarkable  —  sex  always  seems 
somehow  to  detract  from  the  feel¬ 
ing  of  belonging  to  a  group.  And 
here  we  are,  sitting  in  a  circle  of  80 
people,  still  in  a  sexual  frame  of 
mind  (Murray  says  hold  hands, 


If  I  am  a  fairy,  and  we  are  the 
fairies,  then  there  is  another 
group,  the  non-fairies.  This 
binary,  western  logic  is  leading  us 
back  to  what  we’re  trying  to 
escape.  It’s  not  at  all  clear  to  me 
that  I  have  found  “my  people.” 
Why,  I  have  less  is  common  with  a 
lot  of  these  folks  than  I  do  with 
“straight”  friends. 

If  I  think  of  “fairy”  as  an 
adjective,  a  trait,  I’m  comfortable 
with  it.  I  imagine  saying  to  Helen, 
“Well,  I  was  at  a  fairy  circle,  try¬ 
ing  to  figure  out  what  this  thing 
called  ‘fairy  spirit’  is.  It  has  some¬ 
thing  to  do  with  being  gay,  but  it’s 
not  the  same  thing.  Maybe  I  can 
describe  some  things  that 
happened  at  the  gathering  which 
seemed  to  me  to  touch  on  it.”  I 
could  say  that  to  Helen.  She  might 
not  understand,  but  it  wouldn’t  be 
false.  Off  to  breakfast. 

It  is  Saturday  noon.  Lunch 
should  begin,  but  there  is  no  one 
who  wants  to  break  up  this 
remarkable  circle.  We  started  with 
the  notion  of  a  short  session  for 
the  whole  group,  to  tell  each  other 
what  we  wanted  from  this  week¬ 
end.  A  tall  man  in  his  mid-50s 
with  a  Bronx  accent  and  the  tim¬ 
ing  of  a  queen  has  us  spellbound 
with  his  story.  Our  agenda  has 
gone  out  the  window  and  instead 
we  are  playing  “show  and  tell.” 
However,  our  merriment  in  no 
way  dilutes  the  seriousness  of  the 
moment:  we  are  showing  and  tell¬ 
ing  that  which  is  dearest  to  us. 


maybe  a  few  score  people  would 
come.  Maybe  we’d  have  some 
good  discussions;  maybe  we’d  just 
do  a  lot  of  howling  at  the  moon. 
In  any  case,  I’d  have  a  good  time 
in  the  desert  with  new  and  old 
friends.  However,  already,  not  24 
hours  after  this  has  begun,  we 
are  all  so  open.  There  must  be  a 
terrible  hunger  among  us  to 
express  our  vitality,  to 
acknowledge  what  we’ve  been 
through,  to  manifest  our  love,  to 
trust. 

The  moon  has  risen.  Eighty  of 
us  are  by  the  poolside  where  an 
hour  ago  we  gathered  to  let 
Murray  lead  us  in  “a  different 
night  at  the  baths”  ( GCN  Vol.  6 
No.  40).  I’m  glad  that  how  we  are 
with  each  other  sexually  is  being 
faced  head-on. 

I  am  entwined  with  three  others 
and  I  am  very  excited.  It  is  a  prime 
fantasy  of  mine  to  be  in  a  group  of 
men  who  all  are  kind  and  careful 
with  me,  and  who  all  turn  me  on. 
One  of  the  three  here  now  is  a 
long-standing  friend,  with  whom  I 
am  expecting  to  spend  the  night; 
another  is  a  man  I  met  a  few  years 
ago  whose  sensuality  and  intensity 
I’ve  not  noticed  until  now.  The 
other  is  a  stranger,  whose  flesh 
and  skin  (and  interest  in  me)  have 
me  quite  enchanted. 

If  this  keeps  up  much  longer, 
I’m  either  going  to  cum  or  I’m 
going  to  get  self  conscious  about 
why  it’s  so  hard  to  cum.  Murray 
interrupts.  He  has  helped  us  get 


but  everyone  wants  to  hold  cocks 
instead.  Much  giggling.)  How 
simple,  I  think,  for  sex  to  be  just 
an  extension  of  social  intercourse, 
of  all  the  conversations  and  smiles 
and  shared  experiences  of  the  day. 

Back  at  the  pool,  24  hours  later. 
I  had  a  simply  awful  day.  This 
morning  I  sat  through  an  embar- 
assing  half  hour  waiting  for  folks 
to  show  up  at  my  dance  work¬ 
shop,  and  then  cancelled  it  for 
lack  of  interest.  “You’re  goddam 
right  my  ego  is  damaged”  I 
retorted  angrily  to  a  sympathizer. 
I  am  in  no  mood  to  listen  to  the 
myriad  reasons  why  people  were 
involved  elsewhere.  I  feel  left  out, 

.  like  back  in  high  school.  Obvious¬ 
ly  the  quiet,  the  controlled,  the 
beautiful  has  no  place  here.  This  is 
just  another  gang,  another  “we,” 
that  I  am  excluded  from.  I  am 
afraid  that  the  things  I  most  love 
to  do  —  English  country  dancing, 
chamber  music,  round  singing  — 
will  be  derided  as  “square”  and 
“unspontaneous.” 

All  day  there  has  been  much 
preparation  for  THE  RITUAL.  I 
am  cynical.  I  believe  rituals  grow 
naturally  out  of  an  existingsenseof 
community;  they  are  not  some¬ 
thing  you  whip  up  like  a 
theatrical.  I  smirk  when  some 
fatuous  young  man  gets  up  at 
lunch  and  announces  a  list  of 
things  we  are  “expected  to  bring” 
to  the  ritual.  Spontaneous  indeed! 

Nothing  inside  me  wants  to  go 
to  the  ritual  except  my  fear  of 


being  left  all  alone.  Scrubbing 
pots  I  feel  like  Cinderella:  every¬ 
one  else  is  going  off  to  the  ball  — 
feathers,  paint,  costumes,  laugh¬ 
ter. 

I  sit  on  a  wall  and  watch  every¬ 
one  File  off  into  the  desert  to  the 
ritual  site,  leaving  me  behind. 
Instead  of  being  freaked  out,  I  am 
feeling  shaky,  but  wonderful.  The 
solitude  is  a  blessing  and  the  night 
is  beautiful.  I  watch  a  dolphin-like 
figure  play  with  himself  in  the 
water. 

In  the  shade,  on  a  chair,  I  see 
someone  alone:  I’ll  go  see  who  it 
is.  The  face  is  masked,  but  Eric’s 
broad  smile  is  unmistakable.  Eric, 
who  is  scared  of  getting  too  close, 
but  who  crosses  my  path  too  often 
and  at  moments  too  timely  for 
coincidence.  I  sit  by  his  feet  and 
let  him  play  with  my  hair.  “Carl, 
would  you  play  some  music  on 
your  recorder  for  me?” 

I  play  variations  on  the  tune 
“Daphne,”  three  hundred  years 
old.  They  tell  Eric  of  my  sadness 
and  my  joy.  He  leaves,  but  I  am  so 
full  of  amazement  I  hardly  notice. 

Monday  afternoon,  the  bus  to 
the  airport  will  leave  in  half  an 
hour.  A  dozen  men  from  the 
workshop  on  Rape  have  finished  a 
presentation  to  a  last,  large  “Fairy 
Circle.”  The  group  receives  them 
halfheartedly,  myself  included.  I 
am  glad  there  is  some  political 
consciousness  at  this  thing  —  after 
all  we  do  live  in  the  outside  world 

—  but  I  don’t  connect  with  the 
tears  and  the  rage  they  are  exhib¬ 
iting.  One  of  them  turns  to  us  and 
says  how  unresolved  he  feels  with 
this  lack  of  connection.  He  is  not 
saying  “I  demand  that  you 
respond  differently,”  but  “Help 
me  .  ...  W%  have  offered  you  what 
is  burning  inside  us;  you  nod 
politely.” 

My  big  lesson  this  whole 
weekend  has  been  to  join  the 
group  when  I  have  the  desire  to, 
and  to  stand  apart,  secure,  when  I 
don’t.  It  surely  would  be  faking 
feelings  to  join  in  what  is  quickly 
becoming  an  extravaganza  of 
tears  and  wailing.  Others  do 
embrace  them,  the  pain  of  rape 
and  fear  of  rape  close  at  hand. 

Then  I  look  carefully  at 
Aurora.  There  is  something 
authentic  in  his  tears,  and  I  am 
moved.  Not  by  the  issue  of  rape: 
without  doubt  this  is  an  issue  for 
important  and  worthwhile  politi¬ 
cal  work,  but  it  is  not  my  issue 
right  now.  I  don’t  expect  him  to 
drop  everything  and  empathize 
with  what  presses  on  me  these 
days.  But  his  face  is  asking  for 
respect,  not  obedience;  the  spirit 
which  moves  him,  moves  me  too. 
I  fmd  myself  getting  up  and  walk¬ 
ing  to  Aurora  and  touching  his 
arm.  I  am  in  the  middle  of  incredi¬ 
ble  chaos.  Someone  is  making 
deranged  pleas  to  Apollo  to  trans¬ 
mute  pain  into  joy;  there  is  much 
catharsis  and  screaming.  All  my 
ambivalence  about  the  whole 
weekend  is  right  here,  as  Aurora 
looks  up  and  acknowledges  me.  I 
am  not  part  of  some  newly 
defined  group,  THE  FAIRIES, 
but  something  I  can  call  fairy  spir¬ 
it  is  here.  I  think  it  can  only  be 
communicated  from  one  person  to 
another,  not  on  billboards  or  in 
masses  of  people.  But  I’ll  say  one 
thing  for  this  crowd  of  200  people 

—  they  let  me  stand  back  from 
them  and  be  alone  when  my  inner 
self  demands  it.  There  was  no 
retribution  for  standing  back; 
there  was  respect.  Now  that  is 
fairy  like. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


Efforts  to  treat  VD  out  of  existence  have  failed.  Therefore,  we 
must  learn  how  to  practice  and  teach  VD  PREVENTION  as  an 
important  part  of  every  personal  hygiene  and  sex  education 
program.  Here  are  some  highlights  from  our  booklet  — 

THE  NEW 

VENEREAL  DISEASE  PREVENTION 
FOR  EVERYONE 

Personal  Hygiene  is  Significant 
to  VD  PREVENTION  and  Good  Health 


Page  2:  THE  SEXUALLY  ACTIVE  MALE 

Careful  washing  after  sex  will  reduce  the  possibility  of 
catching  VD.  The  germs  that  cause  syphilis  and  gonorrhea,  as 
well  as  some  other  sexually  transmitted  diseases,  are  sensi¬ 
tive  to  soap  and  water.  Wash  before  sex  for  hygienic 
purposes. 

IMMEDIATELY  AFTER  INTERCOURSE: 

Soap  genitals  working  a  bit  of  soft  mushy  soap  into  urinary 
opening. 

Rinse. 

Repeat  procedure. 

Then  urinate  (which  may  sting). 

Extended  exposure  or  delay  before  washing  diminishes  the 
effectiveness  of  this  preventive  measure.  Washing  is  doubly 
important  since  even  in  the  absence  of  syphilis  and 
gonorrhea,  other  sexually  transmitted  germs  can  cause 
infections  such  as  NGU  (non-gonococcal  urethritis)  or  NSU 
(non-specific  urethritis). 

If  lubricants  are  involved  In  the  sex  act,  use  water- 
soluable  preparations  that  will  wash  away,  do  not  use  an  oil 
base  that  will  leave  a  film  to  trap  the  germs. 

NOTE:  The  foreskin  that  covers  the  head  of  the  penis  may 
trap  germs  which  can  cause  infections.  Therefore,  special 
attention  should  be  given  to  washing  the  uncircumcised 
penis. 

When  vaccines  against  gonorrhea  and  syphilis  will  have 
been  developed,  personal  hygiene  will  remain  necessary  to 
prevent  other  sexually  transmitted  diseases.  For  example:  A 
gonorrhea  vaccine  will  not  prevent  approximately  half  of  the 
reported  cases  of  male  urethritis  which  are  not  gonorrhea. 

Page  3:  SOME  ASPECTS  OF  PERSONAL  HYGIENE 
FOR  MEN  AND  WOMEN 

Infectious  germs  which  are  commonly  found  In  the  lower 
digestive  tract  may  be  transmitted  from  the  rectum  during 
certain  sex  activities.  Among  the  dangerous  germs  present 
may  be  the  virus  which  causes  hepatitis,  and  parasites  which 
cause  gastro-intestinal  disorders  if  they  enter  the  mouth 
(anal-oral  route). 

The  mucous  membranes  of  the  genito-urinary  system  are 
highly  susceptible  to  infection  by  some  of  these  germs  from 
the  rectum.  For  example:  As  a  result  of  careless  wiping  from 
rectum  towards  vagina  by  the  female  after  toilet,  germs  are 
easily  spread  to  the  vagina  where  they  may  cause  infections, 
and  from  which  they  may  be  transmitted  during  vaginal,  as 
well  as  rectal,  intercourse.  Therefore,  females  must  not  wipe 
in  the  direction  of  rectum  to  vagina. . . . 

Personal  hygiene  before  and  after  sex  can  be  greatly 
aided  by  the  bidet,  a  low  bathroom  fixture,  designed  to 
facilitate  washing  for  disease  prevention  and  proper  clean¬ 
sing  after  toilet.  Not  everyone,  unfortunately,  has  been  ade¬ 
quately  informed  as  to  the  advantages  of  the  bidet;  it  is  not 
found,  for  instance,  in  homes  or  hotels  in  the  United  States, 
whereas  in  many  parts  of  the  world  it  is  widely  used  and  sig¬ 
nificant  to  personal  hygiene.  Good  hygiene  requires  careful, 
washing  of  genital  and  rectal  areas  before  and  after  sex. 


Men  &  Women:  In  our  booklet  learn  also  about— 

The  significance,  during  treatment,  of  no  alcohol  or  sex 
activity  which  may  irritate  the  GU  system,  delaying  cure.  The 
importance  of  a  follow-up  visit  to  the  physician  to  see  if 
further  treatment  is  required. 

For  the  sexually  active  male  —  the  commercially  avail¬ 
able  germicidal  preparation  (Sanitube®)  for  use  after  inter¬ 
course  to  prevent  gonorrhea  and  syphilis. 

For  the  sexually  active  female  —  certain  commercially 
available  vaginal  contraceptive  foams,  creams,  suppositories 
and  jellies,  which  also  have  germicidal  properties  that  may 
Prevent  VD. 

*  *  *  * 

Send  your  tax-deductible  contribution  for  a  copy  (quantities 
available).  We  need  your  support.  Learn  these  facts.  Help  us 
distribute  these  booklets  and  educate  the  public. 

AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE 
PREVENTION  OF  VD,  INC. 

335  BROADWAY 
NEW  YORK,  NY  10013 


Always  a  Bridesmaid, 

Never  a  Groom 

By  Robin  Tyler 
From  Olivia  Records 
4400  Market  Stret 
Oakland,  California  94608 

By  Pat  M.  Kuras 

Some  years  ago  Ms.  Magazine 
ran  a  cartoon  of  a  man  and  a 
woman  on  its  cover.  The  artwork 
was  DC  Comics  style  and  the  cap¬ 
tion  bubbles  consisted  of  a 
dialogue  that  went  something  like 
this  —  Man:  “Do  you  know  the 
women’s  movement  has  no  sense 
of  humor?”  Woman:  “Hum  a 
few  bars  and  I’ll  try  and  fake  it.” 
Feminist  (and  lesbian)  humor  has 
to  take  on  a  whole  new  form  — 
one  that  is  not  misogynist  or  gen¬ 
erally  oppressive.  Certain 
women’s  publications  and  presses 
have  devoted  time  and  space  to 
satire  and  humor  ( Albatross , 
Come  Out  Comix,  etc.),  with 
some  success. 

In  her  comedy  album,  Always  a 
Bridesmaid,  Never  a  Groom, 
Robin  Tyler  is  skating  on  very  thin 
ice.  It  is  not  so  much  her  “politic¬ 
ally  incorrect”  sense  of  humor 
that  places  her  in  danger;  it  is  her 
habit  of  poorly  adapting  other 
comics’  shticks.  In  concert,  as  well 
as  on  the  record,  one  of  Tyler’s 
opening  lines  concerns  her  appar¬ 
el.  Dressed  in  a  tuxedo,  Tyler 
quips,  “On  Liza  Minelli,  this  is 
called  cute;  on  me  it’s  called 


Records' 

drag.”  The  upfront  gay  humor 
may  cause  a  giggle,  but  once  you 
crack  through  the  queer  veneer 
you  can  easily  see  that  Tyler’s  joke 
is  borrowed  from  Phyllis  Diller’s 
(pre-face-lift)  styled  arsenal  of 
self-inflicted  insults. 

Throughout  the  record,  Tyler 
laughs  at  her  own  jokes.  Diller  is' 
the  only  comic  that  can  carry  this 
bit  successfully.  A  “Fang”  line  is 
never  complete  unless  it  is  dotted 
with  Diller’s  abrasive  retch  — 
Diller’s  familiar  laugh  that 
scratches  the  scale  somewhere 
between  a  cackle  and  a  guffaw. 
Tyler’s  laugh  is  little  more  than  a 
snivel  up  the  sleeve,  a  reminder 
for  the  audience  to  laugh. 

Tyler’s  comments  on  her  Jewish 
upbringing  seem  all  too  familiar 
—  a  quip  about  a  sandwich  is 
almost  a  total  duplication  of  a  deli 
scene  in  Woody  Allen’s 
Manhattan.  Tyler’s  main  mentor 
is  obviously  George  Carlin. 
Anyone  familiar  with  Carlin’s 
chauvinistic  “good  sports"  joke 
or  his  bits  on  commercials  and 
dirty  words  can  see  through 
Tyler’s  flimsy  variations.  Carlin  is 
clever  at  using  different  voices  and 
sound  effects,  however  when 
Tyler  tries  the  same  tricks,  she 
fails  miserably.  Her  voices  have 
no  authenticity  —  they  are 
strained  and  theatrical. 

Aside  from  duplicating  other 
comics,  Tyler  has  one  other  major 


problem:  politics.  Tyler  has  no 
control  of  her  act  when  it  veers 
towards  politics.  She  has  lines  that 
are  meant  for  humor  and  lines  for 
political  “educating,”  but  she  has 
no  smooth  way  of  blending  the 
two  together.  As  a  result,  her  per¬ 
formance  is  a  seesaw.  She  tries  to 
evoke  humor  with  strained  idio¬ 
cies,  then  suddenly  switches  tracks 
to  rant  about  political  dogma.  The 
audience  is  jolted  from  limp  enter¬ 
tainment  to  scolding  lectures. 
Comedians  such  as  Carlin  and 
Lily  Tomlin  have  proven  that  one 
can  deliver  messages  without 
browbeating  an  audience,  as  Tyler 
does  when  she  abruptly  shifts 
gears. 

More  than  half  of  Tyler’s 
monologues  center  on  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  culture.  She  reminisces  about 
coming  out  to  herself,  as  well  as  a 
misadventure  involving  a  bar  raid. 
Her  stories,  though,  are  stilted 
and  bland,  especially  when 
compared  to  the  monologues  of 
Pat  Bond  in  Word  Is  Out.  Bond’s 
WAC  memories  have  a  balance  of 
hilarity  and  dignity;  it  is  humor 
that  is  real  and  honest. 

Comedy,  like  tragedy,  is  a  diffi¬ 
cult  entertainment  to  create  and 
perform;  however,  comics,  pursu¬ 
ing  their  art,  should  provide  their 
audiences  with  some  measure  of 
originality  and  enjoyment.  With 


.  er  sophomoric  talent, 
Tyler  denies  us  both. 


Robin 


Summer  Schlock  Report 


By  Paula  Bennett 
% 

Every  summer  I  try  to  catch  up 
on  my  reading  —  on,  that  is,  all 
those  books  students  and  friends 
tell  me  I  just  have  to  read.  This 
summer,  it  was  “feminist” 
novels.  I  chose  three:  two  first 
novels,  The  Women’s  Room  by 
Marilyn  French  and  Final  Pay¬ 
ments  by  Mary  Gordon,  and  one 
follow-up  to  a  first  novel,  How  To 
Save  Your  Own  Life  by  Erica 
Jong.  I  chose  these  particular 
books,  because  lesbians  appeared 
in  all  of  them  and  I  figured  it 
would  be  interesting  to  check  out 
how  straights  were  treating  us 
these  days  while  satisfying  my 
higher  obligation  to  students  and 
friends.  This  is  my  report  on  what 
I  found.  It  was  not  exactly,  let  me 
say  from  the  start,  what  I  expect¬ 
ed. 

Aside  from  the  lesbian  ques¬ 
tion,  my  choice  was,  I  admit,  pret¬ 
ty  arbitrary.  No  three  books  could 
differ  more  in  quality  or  tone. 
How  To  Save  Your  Own  Life 
(1977)  is  an  expansive  comic-ero¬ 
tic  novel,  a  sort  of  hybrid  and  not 
very  successful  cross  between 
Chaucer,  Fielding  and  D.  H.  Law¬ 
rence.  It  came  out  to  largely  nega¬ 
tive  reviews  and  has  never 
achieved  the  popularity  of  its  re¬ 
markable  predecessor,  Fear  of 
Flying.  The  Women’s  Room,  on 
the  other  hand,  has  taken  the  pub¬ 
lic  by  storm.  It  is  a  savage,  retro¬ 
spective  memoir  of  the  sixties  in 
novel  form:  overly  long,  unrelent¬ 
ingly  heavy,  and  absolutely 
steeped  in  rage  (probably  its  most 
salient  selling  point).  The  third 
novel,  Final  Payments,  is  the  only 
one  of  the  group  to  achieve  critical 
acclaim.  It  is  a  classic  psychologi¬ 
cal  novel,  witty,  ironic,  and,  on 
occasion,  both  terrifying  and 
compelling  (particularly,  I 
suspect,  to  those  for  whom  Catho¬ 
lic  questions  of  purity  and  guilt 
have  not  lost  their  sting).  Of  the 
three  books  it  is  the  only  one  even 
remotely  well-written,  which  may 
partly  account  for  its  astonishing 
success  among  academics.  It  is 
also  the  only  novel  in  the  group 
which  is  not  touted  by  the  publish¬ 
er  as  explicitly  feminist,  although 
it  definitely  deals  with  “women’s 
issues,”  (female  friendship,  male 
domination,  etc.). 


What  then,  made  me  lump 
them  together?  At  first,  as  I  said, 
it  was  because  of  the  lesbians.  But 
as  I  read  the  works  themselves, 
this  issue  receded  into  the  back¬ 
ground,  and  another  one  (equally 
interesting,  in  my  opinion),  rose 
to  the  fore:  Why  were  these  parti¬ 
cular  works  by  women  on 
women’s  issues  published  when  so 
many  other  feminist-oriented 
works  are  not,  or  must  go  to  small 
feminist  presses  for  a  break. 
What,  that  is,  was  the  special  in¬ 
gredient  that  made  Jong,  French 
and  Gordon  acceptable  and  pro- 
motable  in  the  eyes  of  the  big  pub¬ 
lishing  firms  (Signet,  Harcourt, 
Brace,  Jovanovich  and  Random 
House,  respectively)  where  first 
novelists  like  Rita  Mae  Brown  and 
Maureen  Brady*  are  or  were  not. 

I  decided,  dear  readers,  it  was 
sex. 

Succinctly,  whatever  claims  these 
authors  might  or  might  not  make 
re  feminism,  when  it  came  to  their 
handling  of  sex  and  women’s  atti¬ 
tudes  toward  sexuality,  they  were 
male-identified,  indeed,  phallic- 
centered,  throughout.  And  it  was 
this,  I  concluded,  not  art  or  rele¬ 
vance  or  profoundity,  that  ac¬ 
counted  for  the  willingness  of  the 
big  companies  to  take  a  flyer  on 
them.  I  reached  this  conclusion 
somewhere  between  finishing  The 
Women’s  Room  and  starting 
Final  Payments.  I  reached  it,  I 
confess,  with  amazement  and  only 
under  duress,  after  observing 
countless  times  that  no  matter 
how  vociferous  the  author  might, 
or  might  not  be  in  her  feminist 
alignment,  and/or  her  hatred  of 
and  disillusionment  with  men, 
when  it  came  to  actually  describ¬ 
ing  sex  or  the  way  women  feel 
prior  to  or  during  a  sexual  en¬ 
counter,  the  language  she  used 
was  the  language  that  had  always 
been  used.  It  was  the  language, 
the  point  of  view,  of  male  erotic 
writers  describing  how  women 
feel.  Indeed,  so  dependent  were 
these  writers  on  the  conventions 
of  male  erotic  writing  that  at  times 
I  wondered  whether  one  or 
..er  of  them  might  not  be  a 
man.**  In  short,  though  How  To 
Save  Your  Own  Life,  The  Wom¬ 
en’s  Room  and  Final  Payments 
are  written  by  women,  about 


womm,  they  were  not  (really) 
written  for  women.  They  were 
written  for  men:  the  men,  unless  I 
very  much  miss  my  guess,  in  big 
publishing  houses,  for  these  were 
the  fellows  who  know  what 
“women”  read.  They  ought  to. 
They  are  the  ones  who  have  set  the 
standards  for  what  is  read  (by  men 
and  women)  for  the  past  500 
years.  And  they  are,  therefore, 
also  the  ones  who  set  the  stand¬ 
ards  beginning  writers  must  meet 
if  they  wish  to  succeed,  i.e.,  get 
published. 

Whether  in  the  passages  I  am 
now  about  to  examine,  the  au¬ 
thors  consciously  and  with  malice 
aforethought  betrayed  their 
“cause,”  or  whether  in  fact  they 
just  couldn’t  think  about  female 
sexuality  in  any  other  way,  is  be¬ 
yond  my  power  to  say.  I  also 
don’t  think  that  it  matters.  I  am 
not  out  to  prove  that  the  authors 
are  wicked  people,  only  that,  de¬ 
liberately  or  not,  they  have  written 
wicked  books.  And  because  they 
have  written  wicked  books,  they 
have  been  able  to  “sell”  —  where 
other,  more  consistently-feminist 
authors  could  not. 

But  let  me  cite  evidence.  The 
following  excerpt  comes  from 
How  To  Save  Your  Own  Life.  In 
it,  the  heroine’s  young  lover,  an 
unemployed  Hollywood  script¬ 
writer  named  Josh,  explains  to 
Isadora  why  he  “loves”  her.  The 
declaration,  part  of  a  love  letter, 
has  the  desired  effect.  Isadora  is 
ecstatic  (one  is  tempted  to  say,  in 
Jong’s  idiom,  her  pants  get  wet): 

You  see  [the  bearish  Neander¬ 
thal  explains],  the  only  thing  I  can 
fuck  straight  off  are  plastic  pusseys 
[sic]  of  the  Playboy  variety,  because 
they  are  manufactured  for  that  pur¬ 
pose.  It’s  like  I  said,  the  dichotomy 
of  moms  and  lovers.  Understand 
that  you  are  the  first,  the  only  wom¬ 
an  I’ve  met  who  is  smarter  than  I 
am  and  doesn’t  act  like  a  cretin 
postcoitus.  You  may  not  know  this, 
but  despite  the  movement,  ladies 
tend  to  be  lobotomized  by  penises. 
Evert  very  hip,  together  ladies.  [Yes, 
Erica,  even  you?]  (pp.  267-8) 

It  is  to  this  cretin  (to  steal  from 
Josh’s  ever-so-graphic  vocabu¬ 
lary),  that  Isadora,  Jong’s  trans¬ 
parent  alter-ego,  is  prepared  to 
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give-her-all  at  the  novel’s  end: 

That  was  the  thing  .  i  .  .  She  wanted 
this  one,  this  copper-colored  lover, 
this  pink  cock.  The  cunt  is  a  very 
selective  organ.  It  had  settled  on 
this  man,  it  had  molded  itself  to  this 
cock,  it  had  come  home  to  this  par¬ 
ticular  embrace,  these  arms,  this  big 
bearish  hairy  hug.  (p.  280) 

This  from  a  “feminist”  —  to  a 
man  who  tells  her  he  loves  her  be¬ 
cause  she’s  not  like  other  women, 
she’s  “smarter,”  not  a  “plastic- 
pussy,,”  not  “manufactured,”  not 
“lobotomized,” 

What  saddens  me  is  that  I  like 
Jong  —  or  did.  She  has  written 
some  good  feminist  poetry  (not 
the  poetry  concluding  this  book, 
however,  which  is  uniformly  aw¬ 
ful).  Sections  of  her  first  novel, 
Fear  of  Flying,  are  truly  hilarious 
(Jong  is  unquestionably  at  her 
best  when  dealing  with  psychia¬ 
trists  and  toilets.  There  may  be 
some  connection.)  But  none  of 
these  good  things  are  apparent  in 
her  second  prose  work.  On  the 
contrary,  the  feminism  is  spur¬ 
ious,  and  the  humor  is  strained, 
awkward  and  flat.  Much  of  it 
comes,  moreover,  at  the  expense 
of  women  and  particularly  at  the 
expense  of  Jong  herself  as  a 
woman  (that  is,  her  “feminine 
fears,  foibles,  and  hang-ups).  It  is 
painful  enough  to  hear  men  talk 
of  women  this  way.  It  is  madden¬ 
ing  beyond  belief  to  have  a  so- 
called  feminist  repeat  the  canards. 
And,  as  I  said,  it  is  sad,  sad  for  us 
as  women  because  Jong,  for  better 
or  worse,  is  a  movement  “star,” 
sadder  for  Jong,  who  it  seems, 
still  has  a  long  way  to  go  before 
she  learns  how  to  fly. 

*  *  * 

At  first  glance,  Marilyn 
French’s  novel.  The  Women’s 
Room,  may  seem  to  be  a  horse  of 
an  entirely  different  color.  It  is  as 
heavy,  as  bitter,  as  angry,  as 
Jong’s  work  is  presumably  light¬ 
hearted  and  gay  (no  pun  intend¬ 
ed).  Men,  the  author  tells  us  again 
and  again,  are  a  bunch  of  pricks. 
All  they  do  is  humiliate  and  de¬ 
grade  women.  Deep  down  they 
hate  them.  In  the  suburbs  or  the 
city,  middle  class  or  working  class, 
intellectual  or  illiterate,  criminal 
or  cop,  they  are  all  no  good:  power 
hungry,  selfish,  egotistical,  narcis¬ 
sistic;  downright  rotten.  Reading 
The  Women’s  Room  is  like 
opening  a  sewer  or  watching  a 
dozen  soap  operas  at  once.  At¬ 
tempted  gang  rape,  one-on-one 
multiple  rape,  madness,  alcohol¬ 
ism,  rejection,  betrayal,  desertion, 
adultery,  impotence,  beatings, 
suicide,  attempted  suicide,  suici¬ 
dal  revolutionary  actions,  you 
name  it,  it’s  there:  all  miserable, 
all  suffering,  all  nasty,  brutish  and 
short.  Men  are  tyrants,  bullies,  se¬ 
ducers;  women  are  their  favorite 
victims.  And  do  women  ever  love 
being  victimized: 

[Bliss]  pulled  her  nightgown  back 
on  and  turned  toward  the  bed.  But 
something  made  her  turn  and  look 
again,  catch  sight  of  herself  again  in 
the  mirror  with  her  hair  down.  She 
realized  her  body  was  throbbing:  it 
felt  as  if  every  pore  was  a  tiny  open 
mouth,  hungry,  thirsty,  dying  of 
thirst.  .  .  .  She  turned  out  the  light 
and  slid  into  bed.  The  cool  sheets 
caressed  her.  She  felt,  as  she  lay 
there,  like  a  white  flower,  spread 
out  in  the  bed  throbbing,  warm, 
waiting  to  be  picked.  (p.  1 54) 

The  first  time  I  read  stuff  like  that 
was  when  I  was  twelve  and  my 
older  brother  brought  home 
porno  stories  from  high  school. 

What  made  me  begin  to  suspect 
the  honorableness  of  Ms.  French’s 
intentions  in  this  extraordinary 
tourde  force  was  passages  like  the 
above.  Her  nastiness  towards  men 
is  no  problem;  she  clearly  loathes 
them  and  is  not  afraid  to  say  so  at 
great  length.  Her  nastiness  toward 
women  is  another  story.  It  exhib¬ 
its  itself  not  overtly,  in  denuncia¬ 
tion,  but  covertly,  as  above,  in  her 
handling  of  character,  action,  atti¬ 


tude  and  above  all  in  the  fates  she 
assigns  women,  fates  consistently 
bad.  If  there  had  been  at  least  one 
or  two  strong  women  in  this  book, 
women  capable  of  successfully 
fighting  back,  indeed,  if  there  had 
been  anything  positive  about  it  at 
all  in  the  way  of  woman-centered- 
ness,  I  would  have  admired  Ms. 
French’s  work  for,  in  some  ways, 
it  is  a  corker.  But  there  is  not. 
Whether  her  women  life  in  subur¬ 
bia,  like  Bliss,  or  in  Cambridge, 
like  the  heroine,  Mira,  whether 
they  are  male-identified  or  con¬ 
sciousness-raised,  they  fail, 
miserably,  horribly,  repeatedly 
and,  as  often  as  not,  the  behavior 
they  indulge  in  while  failing  is 
every  bit  as  rotten  as  that  attrib¬ 
uted  to  the  men.  Its  rottenness 
just  takes  a  somewhat  different 
form. 

In  short,  though  French  may 
hate  men,  when  it  comes  to 
women,  she  might  as  well  be  a 
man,  for  she  sees  women  through 
a  man’s  eyes  and  describes  them  in 
a  man’s  voice.  This  male  point  of 
view  permeates  the  entire  book, 
not  only  controlling  the  handling 
of  minor  characters  and  actions, 
but  the  fate  of  the  heroine  as  well, 
totally  muddying  any  clear  under¬ 
standing  we  might  get  of  Mira’s 
presumably  emergent  feminism 
and  making  a  mockery  of  her  sup¬ 
posed  awakening  to  the  true  joys 
of  sex: 

...  off  and  on  all  weekend,  they 
made  love.  They  did  it  for  hours, 
and  sought  for  constant  variation. 
They  tried  it  standing  up,  hanging 
over  the  edge  of  the  bed,  sitting 
down,  or  with  Ben  holding  Mira 
onto  his  standing  body.  .  .  .  They 
played  games  pretending  to  be  char¬ 
acters  out  of  old  movies,  varying  the 
the  power  roles.  She  would  be  Cath¬ 
erine  the  Great  and  he,  a  serf;  he 
would  be  a  sheik  and  she,  a  slave 
girl.  They  acted  the  parts  with  verve. 
She  played  the  woman  of  her  maso¬ 
chistic  fantasies,  he  played  the  man 
of  his  masochistic  fantasies.  It  was 
like  being  a  child  again  and  playing 
house.  ...  It  liberated  their  imagin¬ 
ations  and  freed  them  to  live  out  all 
the  mythic  lives  they  had  rejected, 
like  playing  dress-up  in  all  the  cos¬ 
tumes  they  had  stored  in  the  attics 
of  their  brain. 

(pp.  465-466,  italics  mine) 

Maybe  it’s  me,  but  personally,  I 
can  find  no  substantive  difference 
between  the  above  version  of  a 
*  ‘ liberated  ’  ’  sexual  imagination 
and  the  version  espoused  by  Mar- 
abel  Morgan  in  Total  Woman. 
Both  are  based  upon  the  conven¬ 
tions  and  assumptions  of  male 
pornographic  literature;  both 
assume  that  S&M  is  an  integral 
part  of  male/female  sexuality. 
Both  draw  their  sustenance  from 
the  rot  of  movies  and  the  pre¬ 
sumed  delinquencies  of  a  more  cor¬ 
rupt  past.  To  dignify^  such  fanta¬ 
sies  with  the  term  “mythic”  is  a 
travesty.  Any  dimestore  novel 
could  do  as  well.  If  this  is  the  best 
Ms.  French’s  “feminism”  can 
offer  in  the  way  of  an  enlightened 
sexuality  for  women,  then  the 
“women’s  room”  will  remain  the 
toilet  and  the  place  of  degradation 
and  humiliation,  it  has  always 
been. 

Unlike  its  predecessors,  the  last 
book  on  my  little  list,  Mary  Gor¬ 
don’s  Final  Payments,  makes,  as  I 
said,  no  specific  claims  to  being 
feminist,  which  is  just  as  well, 
since  it  is  not.  True,  the  story 
focuses  upon  a  woman  who  has 
been  exploited  by  men.  True,  she 
draws  her  ' strength  from  other 
women,  in  particular,  from  two 
ex-parochial  school  buddies,  one  a 
lesbian.  True,  her  first  encounter 
with  a  man  after  a  twelve  year 
death-in-life  spent  caring  for  her 
bed-ridden  father  is  an  absolute 
model  for  sexist  oppression  and 
male  chauvinism.  Ms.  Gordon’s 
feminism,  such  as  it  is,  ends  there. 
Her  heroine  —  baffled,  bewil¬ 
dered,  terrified  by  her  journey 
back  to  life  —  finds  warmth,  wis¬ 
dom  and  security,  not  in  the 
achievement  of  autonomous 
adulthood,  but  in  the  arms  of  an 
older  and  wiser  man,  a  veterinar¬ 


ian,  to  be  sure,  not  a  doctor,  but 
in  all  other  respects,  quite,  quite 
familiar.  This  fellow,  trapped  for 
twenty-odd  years  in  unholy  matri¬ 
mony  with  a  shrike  of  a  wife,  has 
heretofore  merely  messed  around, 
but  his  feelings  for  Isabel,  the  her¬ 
oine  of  Ms.  Gordon’s  novel,  are, 
of  course,  “different”;  this  time  it 
is  “real.”  And  so,  basking  in  the 
sun  of  his  undivided  tenderness, 
she  veritably,  if  somewhat  prema¬ 
turely  as  it  turns  out  (she  still  has 
to  work  out  feelings  of  guilt  about 
sex),  flowers: 

Never  had  a  day  given  me  more  per¬ 
fect  happiness.  I  finished  my  shop¬ 
ping  at  eleven  o’clock;  I  cleaned  the 
apartment  from  twelve  to  two;  by 
four  o’clock  I  had  sliced  the  mush¬ 
rooms  and  peeled  the  onions;  by 
five,  everything  was  simmering  on 
the  stove.  I  had  two  hours  to  bathe 
and  get  ready  for  my  lover.  Every¬ 
thing  was  planned  correctly.  Never 
had  I  liked  myself  so  much. 

I  let  myself  stay  in  the  tub  for 
forty  minutes.  I  put  lotion  all  over 
my  body.  I  got  into  my  black  velvet 
caftan  wearing  nothing  under¬ 
neath  [a  favored  mode  of  dress  in  all 
three  novels,  I  might  note  here  — 
P.  B.].  1  felt  cool  and  expert  and  ut¬ 
terly  desirable,  but  what  was  more 
important,  I  felt  that  I  had  finally 
caught  up  with  other  people,  that  I 
had  finally  learned  what  other  wom¬ 
en  my  age  knew;  I  felt  I  was  no 
longer  a  child.  (p.  207) 

I  wish  I  could  say  this  passage 
was  meant  as  parody.  Unfortun¬ 
ately  I  cannot.  Although  in  con¬ 
text  it  is  ironic  (the  evening  defin¬ 
itely  does  not  work  out  the  way 
Isabel  planned  it)— and  although 
Isabel  has  in  fact  a  long  way  to  go 
before  she  becomes  comfortable 
with  her  sexuality  —  the  nature  of 
her  sexuality  never  changes.  Thus 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  novel,  after 
a  harrowing  bout  with  madness, 
she  prepares  to  go  back  to  her 
lover,  Hugh  (loyally  waiting  for 
her,  of  course),  but  not  until  she 
has  lost  all  the  weight  she  gained 
during  her  period  of  turmoil: 
“For  I  knew,  and  in  knowing  this, 
I  hated  him  for  a  moment,  that 
without  my  beauty  he  would  not 
love  me.”  (p.300)  And  as  it  turns 
out,  without  such  demands  she 
could  not  love  him:  “Without 
that  judgment  he  could  not  be  the 
man  I  loved;  he  would  be  nothing 
like  my  father.  And  I  needed  a 
man  whom  I  could  love  for  his 
rigor,  [a  prick  by  any  other  name? 
—  P.  B.]  for  the  challenge,  and 
the  sense  of  having  been  carefully 
chosen  after  a  consideration  that 
was  not  hasty.  It  was  impossible 
that  he  should  see  me  now.”  (p. 
301)  Once  an  object,  always  an 
object,  I  suppose.  But  clearly, 
Isabel  wants  and  needs  this  objec¬ 
tification.  It  makes  her  feel  like  a 
“woman,”  having  that  man 
about,  telling  her  what  to  do,  how 
to  look,  and  “choosing”  her  care¬ 
fully,  above  all  those  other  wom¬ 
en.  Yeah. 

It  should  be  obvious  by  now 
why  the  subject  of  lesbianism 
palled  for  me  as  a  topic  as  I  read 
through  these  three  novels.  Given 
the  authors’  sexual  predilections, 
there  was  nothing  that  they  could 
or  did  say  about  lesbians  that  was 
worth  reading  or  discussing.  Their 
use  of  lesbians  struck  me  as  al¬ 
most  accidental.  Maybe  the  exotic 
presence  of  such  creatures  made 
their  books  more  saleable  to  pub¬ 
lishers,  but  beyond  that,  the  rea¬ 
son  for  the  presence  of  lesbians  in 
their  texts  never  came  clear  (ex¬ 
cept  possibly  with  Jong  who  ex¬ 
hibits  some  homophobia  and 
treats  lesbianism  as  a  distinctly 
second  rate  alternative  to  a  good 
fuck).  Even  when  they  do  try  to  be 
sympathetic  (and  French  does),  it 
is  no  good.  They  have  nothing 
meaningful  to  say  about  lesbians 
because  there  is  nothing  about  les¬ 
bianism  that  they  could  possibly 
understand.  Lesbianism  is  a  state 
of  woman-centeredness,  of  wom¬ 
an-identification.  These  authors 
are  male-identified  to  the  core. 
Being  male-identified,  their  books 
sell.  That,  my  friends,  is  the  moral 
of  this  year’s  schlock  report. 
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LEPHONE  266-0300 


The  Harlequin  Theatre  Co.  presents 

Bastille  Day 

by  James  D’Entremont 

A  Hew  Comedy  Set  in  Cambridge 

Boston  Arts  Group  367  Boylston  Boston 
Thurs-Sun  10/18/79-11/18/79  8  pm 
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JUST  FRIENDS 


GWF  29  seeks  friends.  Ints  incl  fall, 
candlelight  &  wine,  movies,  fireplaces, 
theatre,  good  friends  —  times  &  life. 
GCN  Box  121. _ (HI 

GWM  36  wants  to  correspond  make 
friends  with  GM,  GF.  Ints:  dancing, 
business,  biking,  sharing  experiences. 
Eventual  meetings.  Box  219,  West- 
minster,  MA  01473. _ (12) 

GAY  ROSICRUCIANS 
I  am  a  member  of  the  Rosicrucian  Order 
AMORC.  Would  like  to  know  of  other 
gay  Rosicrucians  in  the  Boston  area. 
Write  Tom  Federico,  151  Read  St.,  Win- 
throp,  MA02152. _ (12) 

GM  BUDDHIST  SEEKS  FRIENDS 
I  enjoy  running,  cycling,  ski-touring, 
nature,  travel,  psychology,  math, 
science.  I  would  like  to  explore  art. 
music,  theatre,  sailing,  flying.  Non- 
smokers  only.  Call  after  6pm  (617) 
353-1807.  Rick.  (13) 


PERSONALS 


MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
The  fair  was  great, 

Though  it  was  wet, 

But  Sunday  morn 

was  better  yet.  I  love  you.  All  my  love, 
Porcupine. 


UNO  UNO  UNO 
Would  you  consider  attending  a  party  in 
Boston  in  early  Nov.???? 


STAN  ST.  GEORGE 
So  perfect  a  gift.  Testimony  to  your  true 
affection.  Do  try  to  beat  the  white 
flakes  to  Boston.  And  thank  you 


Bi  WM  WANTS  YOUNG  WM  LOVER 
I’m  41,  5 '9",  145.  Good  body,  avge 
looks,  educ  &  want  long  term  relat  with 
WM  18-35.  You  are  sensuous,  caring  & 
enj  older  man.  No  fats,  ferns,  SM.  Send 
phone  &  descrip  Box  137,  118  Mass. 
Ave,  Boston  02115.  Let’s  enjoy  good 
times.  _ (14) 


Bi  WM  25,  sks  Bi  or  gay  WM  16-20.  Am 
goodlkg,  5 '8",  145  lbs.  Like  sports, 
movies,  sex  and  friendship,  good  times. 
No  hustlers  or  hassles  needed.  Boston 
area.  GCN  Box  122.  (12) 


GWF,  40s,  knd,  genrus,  attr,  educ, 
lovabl,  modest,  plite,  intel, 
understandng,  affble,  talntd,  artculte, 
mpathetc,  vibrnt,  wrm,  lovng,  4thrite, 
tolrnt,  discrt,  creatve,  tctfl,  ndpndnt, 
postve,  fstdius,  senstv,  optmstc,  ythfl, 
sociabl,  thotfl,  orignl,  4berng,  clvr, 
snsuus,  plsnt,  chrfl,  wtty,  sncere, 
ptient,  honst,  affc,  stabl,  sobr,  hlpft, 
reliabl,  fthfl,  singl,  responsve, 
unencumbrd,  tndr,  sks  same  Boston 
area.  Hip  boots  OK.  Send  phone.  GCN 
Box  123.  (11) 


HUSKY  WLBLT  BRIGHT  HUMANE 
Bi  WMM2R  35, 5 '7",  160,  N  shpe  body  & 
mind  avrg  Biblical  Iks,  brd,  gentl  strong 
Ik  4  non-fat  non-slim  men  4  dual 
support  &  satsfacshn.  Valu  friend  discrt 
muscl.  We  ned  us.  Not  perfect  bul 
oasis.  Box  405,  310  Franklin  St.,  Boston 
02110. 

_ (12) 


GCfcl  Box  83 

Please  contact  Nancy  Walker  with  your 
name  and  address.  I  never  got  the  info, 
and  you  have  tons  of  mail  here.  I  don’t 
even  know  if  you  want  it  forwarded,  and 
if  so,  where.  Call  or  write,  PLEASE! 


TEAROOM  TRADE 
GCN  writer  researching  a  non-judg- 
mental  article  on  tearoom  activity 
wishes  to  contact  gay  men,  particularly 
in  Boston  or  New  England,  who  are 
willing  to  share  information  and 
experiences,  good  or  bad,  of  this  type 
of  sexual  activity.  Anonymity  guaran¬ 
teed.  Contact  GCN  Box  70. _ (c). 


Do  you  know  how  you're  getting  to 
Washington  on  October  14?  Do  you 
know  where  you’re  sleeping?  Do  you 
know  where  you’ll  meet  your  friends 
from  all  over  the  country?  Be  there  — 
Be  counted  —  Oct.  14! 


GJWF  50  seeks  GF  to  share  love,  rad 
pol,  classical  mus,  theatre,  bks.  Race, 
relig.  unimportant.  Rl-Bos.  GCN  Box 
114. _ (14) 


SERVICES 


N.H. 

Lesbian  feminist  age  40  seeks  genteel 
companion.  No  drugs.  GCN  Box  109. 

(111 


NEW  CAMBRIDGE  CATERERS 
Offering  a  wide  range  of  delicious 
possibilities  for  your  next  dinner  or 
party.  Baked  goods  available.  Phone 
Michael  661-2032. _ (111 

HOUSE  CLEANING/GARDENING/ 
PAINTING 

Done  by  reliable  woman.  Reasonable 
rates.  Good  references.  Call  Paula  at 
625-51 33  or  J  i  I  at  426-4469. _ (c) 

ATTENTION  WRITERS/AUTHORS 
Literary  Agent  reads  your  ms  and  re¬ 
ports  in  depth.  Articles,  fiction,  plays  & 
poetry.  For  fees/details,  write:  Stephen 
Hunt,  634V2  W.  Arlington  Place, 
Chicago,  IL60614. _ (13) 

Need  help  with  fall  clean-up?  Window 
wash,  gutters,  cellars,  yards,  painting, 
etc.  You  provide  equip  and  I  the  work  at 
savings  to  you.  Cambridge,  Somerville, 
Watertown,  Belmont  area.  354-5567.  (9) 


THERAPEUTIC  MASSAGE 
Non-sexual  healing  massage.  Shiatsu 
(acupressure)  &  Western  techniques. 
Call  Mick  Hazen  (617)  522-9164.  (12) 

MARRIED  MEN’S  GROUP 
A  3-month  group  forming  which  will 
focus  on  issues  and  needs  of  gay/bi 
men  married  to  women.  Call  Francis 
Giambrone  489-3150  day,  661-2032  eve. 

_ 02) 


GM  22  seeks  same/older  for  a  real 
friendship.  I  like  film,  good  books,  stim 
conversation,  dancing  and  a  few 
laughs.  Look,  compt.,  decisive,  GCN 
Box  120 _ (12) 


R  U  A  GAY-BiM  ON  CAPE  COD 
I  wish  2  meet  same  4  mutual  enj’ment. 
Social  group  2  start,  2  replies  so  far  for 
guys  18  to  38,  y  not  unite  and  write  Box 
1614,  Orleans,  MA  02653. _ (H) 


Less  than  a  month  until  the  march 
We  watch  the  trains  and  buses  fill. 

Will  you  be  there  to  show  our  strength? 
Will  you  be  there  to  push  our  bill? 

GET  YOUR  RESERVATIONS  NOW! 


Prof  WM  would  like  to  meet  friendly 
black  guy.  P.O.  Box  235,  Astor  Sta, 
Boston,  MA  02123.  _ (H) 


If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  box  number 
In  any  of  our  ads,  send  to  GCN  Class! 
fleds,  Box _ ,  22  Bromfleld  St.,  Bos¬ 

ton,  MA  02108. 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING. 
Newton  Corner,  Mass,  (oil  the  Pike) 
(617)  965-1311  for  appt. 


CALL  NOW:  MASS  BAY  ANNOUNCES 
Fall  openings  in  gay  men's  therapy 
group.  Meetings  held  Monday  nights  at 
7:30pm.  For  information,  contact  Frank 
Ring,  965-1311. _ (15) 

GAY  MEN’S  THERAPY  GROUP 
Beginning,  has  openings. 

David  Seil  Associates  536-2665 
David  Seil,  M.D.  —  Director. 


Landscaping  and  gardening,  experi¬ 
enced  in  all  types  of  landscape  work. 
Phone  Bob  Toscano  (617)  267-6188. 

(40) 

NH  GAY  COUNSELING 
Growth  and  crisis  —  men  and  women. 
Individual,  couple  and  family.  Lyn 
Foley,  Judy  Sigler,  both  MSW,  ACSW. 
By  app’t  only.  (603)  224-5600.  Concord. 

LESBIAN  COUPLES 
Established  lesbian  couples  with  a  few 
troublesome  problems?  Jill  Stewart, 
Lesbian  Feminist  counselor;  first  ses¬ 
sion  free.  666-2778 _  (15) 


COUPLES  COUNSELING 
For  men  who  want  to  work  together  on 
their  relationship.  Jill  Stewart,  lesbian 
counselor;  first  session  free.  666-2778. 

(11) 


GAY  WOMEN  WRITE/MEET  WITH 
confidentiality  (by  code)  &  supportive¬ 
ness  through  ‘The  Wishing  Well’  maga¬ 
zine  and  services.  Intro,  copy  $3.  Also 
offering  Feb  '80  Hawaiian  Holiday.  Bro- 
chures.  Box  664,  Novato,  CA  94947.  (14) 

THERAPY  GROUP  FOR  GAY  MEN 
is  now  forming  to  deal  with  issues  of 
intimacy,  relationships,  and  gay  self- 
image.  Call  628-8286  and  leave  mes- 
sage  for  Jim  Fishman,  MSW. _ (9) 


GAY  MEN 

Social  Support  Groups 
now  forming. 

For  info.  &  application 
CALL:  876:0305 
10  AM  —  8  PM 


GF  seeks  GF  to  share  apt,  $150  plus 
utilities.  Brockton  area.  Call  Barb  any- 
time.  586-8733,  heat  included. _ (HI 

GWM  30  seeks  mature  respnsible  GM 
to  share  Ig  8  rm  Victorian  duplex.  Bored 
with  chancy  nitelife  and  want  1  to  1 
relationship  with  like  interests.  Am 
serious  individual.  Only  sincere  need 
apply,  after  5.  $1 20/mo.  (603)  692-2677. 

_ (HI 

GWM  25  seeks  GM  to  share  2  bdrm  apt 
in  Wakefield  $135/mo  heat  inc.  Call 

John  (617)  245-4674. _ (HI 

Wanted  —  Quiet,  congenial  GM  to 
share  5  rm  apt  with  GWF,  36,  Comm 
Ave,  Brighton.  Must  like  cats.  Rent 
175+  util.  Call  787-5763. _ (12) 

Man  needed  for  veg,  collective  house  in 
Jamaica  Plain.  We  are  4F,  3M  ages  9  to 
38.  Into  social  change,  personal  growth, 
emotional  support.  One  year  commit¬ 
ment.  No  cigs,  pets.  About  $130  per 
month.  Call  522-1081.  _ (H> 

Seeking  indpendent  lesbian  26+  to 
share  a  large  3  bdr  apt  in  JP  triple¬ 
decker  near  Gr  and  Or  T.  Reasonable 
rent  524-7187. _ (HI 

Lesbian  seeks  working  woman  24+  to 
share  sunny  6  rm  apt  in  Somerville. 
Rent  $150+.  Desire  warm  friendly  at¬ 
mosphere  w/respect  for  privacy  &  inde- 
pendence.  Arline  628-9386. _ (HI 

ROOMMATE  WANTED 
GM  30,  quiet,  responsible  seeks  same 
to  share  apt  in  Spencer.  Car  necessary. 
Serious  only  please.  Rent  negotiable. 
885-9655  before  6  p.m.  (11) 


FOR  SALE 


Announces  New  Hours  after  Oct.  1, 1979 
Mon.-Fri.  9am-5pm 

Wed.  9am-7pm 

Sat.  11am-2pm 

739  Boylston  St.,  Suite  407 
247-1832 


CHAIR  CANING 

Quality  seat  weaving  by  faggot  fin¬ 
gers.  See  ad  this  issue  for  10%  off  445- 
1435 _ (exc) 

GAY  AND  DRINKING? 

The  Homophile  Alcohol  Treatment 
Service  offers  individual,  group 
counseling  for  gays,  including  hearing 
impaired.  80  Boylston  St.,  Boston. 
426-5208. _ (c 1 

Gay  men,  therapy  for  individuals  and 
couples.  Help  with  lifestyle,  jealousy 
and  relationships.  Institute  for  Rational 
Living.  739-5063. _ (16) 

PATHWAYS 

For  lesbian  and  gay  men  in  relation¬ 
ships,  Mass  Bay  Counseling  presents  a 
four-week  seminar  on  gay  couples.  For 
more  information,  contact  Frank  Ring,  I 
965-1311.  (13)  | 


ROOMMATES 


GBM  23  prof,  PT  stu,  smkr  sks  indepen¬ 
dent  gay  hsehld  in  Back  Bay-Beacon 
Hill  area.  Can  pay  $200+ util.  Call 
367-9384  after  5.  Keep  trying,  thanx.  (12) 


MOVERS 


Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Licensed  and  insured.  Reliable 
Experienced 

661-2958.  (11)'- 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 
Licensed— Insured— Professional 
24  hrs./day-7  days/wk.-No  O.T.  charges. 
Lobal  Jobs-Local  Rates.  354-2184 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Classified  Ad  deadline  is  Tuesday  noon  (prior  to  Sun¬ 
day  publication). 

All  ads  must  be  paid  in  advance.  No  ads  accepted  by 
phone.  Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  Gay 
Community  News,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 
02108. 

Since  we  are  distributed  nationwide,  please  include  your 
area  code  if  your  ad  includes  a  telephone  number. 

Non-business:  $3.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters 
per  line);  each  additional  line  25  cents.  Headlines 
are  50  cents  per  week  for  25  characters. 

Business  (if  you  charge  money  for  a  service,  you  are  a 
business):  $4.00  per  week  for  4  lilies  (35  characters 
per  line)  and  50  cents  for  each  additional  line.  Head¬ 
lines  are  $1.00  for  25  characters. 

If  you  wish  to  pick  up  your  mail  at  the  GCN  office: 
Our  hours  are  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  Monday  through 
Friday. 

There  is  a  charge  of  $1.00  for  a  phone  number  included 
in  a  Personal  ad. 

Box  numbers  are  available  at  $1.00  for  6  weeks  if  you 
pick  up  your  mail.  If,  however,  you  wish  your  mail 
forwarded,  the  rate  is  $3.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  is 
forwarded  at  the  end  of  the  3rd  and  6th  weeks.  If 
you  want  mail  forwarded  for  a  3  month  period  a 
$5.00  charge  will  be  made  for  the  additional  time. 


Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run _ 

Please  circle  one  of  the  following  ad  categories: 


APARTMENTS 
JOBS  OFFERED 
JUST  FRIENDS 
MOVERS 
PERSONALS 
REAL  ESTATE 
ROOMMATES 
Headlines _ 


FOR  SALE 

JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 
LOST  &  FOUND 
ORGANIZATIONS 
PRISONERS 
RESORTS 
SERVICES 


INSTRUCTION 
JOBS  WANTED 
MISCELL. 
PENPALS 
PUBLICATIONS 
RIDES 
WANTED 


First  4  lines_ 


_at  $_ 
_at  $_ 


Each  additional  line  at  $_ 


_per  wk. 
_per  wk. 
_per  wk. 


Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $1.00/6  weeks 
Forward  Box  No.  at  $3.00/6  weeks 
Phone  Number  in  Personals  at  $1 .00 
3  months  forwarding  at  $5.00 


Name 


TOTAL  ENCLOSED 
Please  Print  Neatly 
_ City _ 


State 


Address 


Zip 


Phone 


GRANDMOTHERS  HELPERS 
Moving?  Then  we  can  .be  of  assistance. 
Alt  size  trucks  with  pads  &  dollies. 
Careful,  prompt  &  understanding.  Just 
call  &  ask  for  Granny  864-0844.  (13) 


Relieve  us  of  our  piano!  We’ve  even 
lined  up  a  mover.  You  can  have  it  if  you 
pay  for  moving.  Call  Ken  or  Bruce  at 
628-3870.  _ (HI 


APARTMENTS 


1  Br  &  studio  apts  avail  1 5  Oct  n  owner- 
occ  brick  townhouse.  Quiet  neighbor¬ 
hood.  Close  to  downtown  Bos.  Conv  to 
T  Parking.  247-3837,  eve.  (9)  (wng) 

SO  END  CITY  HOSP  AREA 
1  br  ultra  mod  avail  immed  310  per  mo 
util  not  inc.  247-0570  after  6pm  or  Sat, 
Sun  anytime. _ (HI 


MT  AUBURN  MOVING  CO 
Friendly  —  considerate  —  professional 
All  work  fully  insured.  No  travel  charges 
for  Camb,  surrounding  towns.  Local 
and  long  distance.  876-9290. _ (13) 


JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 


Exec  Dir  —  Phila  Lesbian/Gay  organiza¬ 
tion.  Fund-raising,  proposal  writing, 
political/comm’ty  organizing.  $12,000 
slry/benefits  pkg.  Send  resume  by  10/15 
to:  PLGTF,  3601  Locust  Walk,  Phila,  PA 
19104. _ (13) 

The  House  heeds  restaurant  help,  a 
handyman  &  housekeeper.  Tony 
783-5701  or  783-51 31. _ 01' 

$750  WEEKLY  POSSIBLE 
In  your  spare  time  at  home.  Stuffing 
1000  envelopes.  For  details  rush  25<c 
and  stamped  envelope  to:  RC  ENTER¬ 
PRISES,  P.O.  Box  1241-GCN,  NYC 
10019.  (12) 


RESORTS 


“FALL” IN  LOVE  . . . 

With  the  New  England  countryside. 
Enjoy  resplendent  foliage  at  Inwood 
Manor,  a  private  guesthouse  in  East 
Barnet,  VT.  Breakfast  included.  Call 
Pete  or  Ron  at  (802)  633-4047.  (1 3) 

NOW!  LADIES  KEY  WEST 
Exclusively  &  intimately  yours  superb 
tropical  old  town  homes  with  a  very  hot 
tub  &  outside  shower.  Full  kitchens  & 
sound  systems.  Center  Gardens,  920 
Center,  Key  West,  FL  33040.  Beverly 
(305)294-8147. _ (14) 

LOVE  FALL  P-TOWN  NOW  $10 
P-Town  is  open,  bars,  shops, 
beaches!!!  CARL’S  GUEST  HOUSE, 
now  til  Oct.  28!  Pvt.  rooms  $10  up.  UG 
Student  Dorm  $6.  68  Bradford  St.  Prov- 
incetown,  487-1650  (15) 

THE  PALMS  OF  KEY  WEST 
Extend  your  summer.  Stay  at  our 
friendly  oldtown  guesthouse.  Very 
private  tropical  terrace  &  pool. .  820 
White  St.,  Key  West,  FL  33040  (305) 
294-3146.  (11) 


PROVINCETOWN  IN  THE  FALL 
Quiet  and  Testful,  come  stay  at  the 
Watership  Inn,  P.O.  Box  918,  Province- 
town.  Rates  40%  reduction.  Free  conti-  j, 
nental  breakfast!  Near  beach,  restau- 
rants  and  discos.  (617)  487-0094.  (13) 


ACCOMMODATIONS 


THE  HOUSE  BOSTON 
Guest  Rooms— Ngtly  Rates 
Furn  Rooms  &  Apts— Wkly  Rates 
Restaurant  &  Bar 
(617)  783-5701-5131  (35) 
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AUDITIONS 

Actresses,  director,  actor,  grant  writer 
needed  for  original  script  about  shop¬ 
ping  bag  ladies.  Exp  nec,  contact 
Michelle  MWFri,6-8pm  524-2506.  (11) 


ORGANIZATIONS 


Sixth  national  conf  on  men  &  masculin¬ 
ity  will  be  Oct  24-28  in  Milwaukee.  I’ll  be 
coordinating  a  bus  going  there.  Call 
Ken  at  628-3870,  267-7690. _ (12) 

D.O.B. 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151 
Mass  Av,  Camb.  Old  Camb  Bap.  Raps 
every  Tues  &  Thurs  8pm.  35  plus  rap 
2nd  W  &  4th  Fri,  8pm.  Bi-monthly  mag¬ 
azine  FOCUS  $8.00.  Monthly  social  & 
fund-raising  event.  Info  &  office  hrs 
661-3633.  All  women  invited  to  partici¬ 
pate _ _ (23) 

Reston  Gay  Rap  Group  meets  twice  a 
month,  1st  Friday,  3rd  Tuesday  each 
month.  Get  it  all  together!  Browns 
Chapel,  Rte.  606,  Reston,  VA  22090.  . 

BOSTON  GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors  EXODUS 
MASS,  a  liturgy  for  gay  and  concerned 
Catholics,  every  Sunday  at  Arlington 
Street  Church  (Boston),  Boylston  St. 
entrance,  at  5:30pm.  For  info  contact 
Dignity/Boston,  355  Boylston  St.,  Bos- 
ton,  MA  02114.  Tel.  536-6518. 

NH  LAMBDA 

Box  1043,  Concord,  NH  03301.  332- 
4440,  889-1416,  224-3785,  399-4927.  A 
statewide  lesbian  organization,  meet¬ 
ing  the  third  Saturday  of  every  month. 
Support,  education  and  political  action, 
since  1976. _ _ ___ 

HELP!  Donations  needed  for  Boise 
Seven  women  fired  by  police.  Need 
$15,000  to  continue  our  court  case.  Mail 
to  Boise  Women’s  Defense  Fund,  P  O 
Box  2256,  Boise,  ID  83701.  HELP!  (12) 


Signature  _ 

Account  No. 


Expiration  Date 


□  VISA 

□  MASTER  CHARGE. 


PUBLICATIONS 


Lesbian  Feminist  S  and  M  support 
group  has  published  45  page  booklet 
including  articles  on  theory  and  poli¬ 
tics,  personal  experience,  reading  list. 
$3.00  plain  wrapper.  Samios  #5.  POB 
2364,  Berkeley,  CA  94702.  Free  hanky 
color  code  card  for  lesbians  included. 


PETITION  THE  PRESIDENT 


President  Jimmy  Carter 
The  White  House 
Washington,  DC  20500 

Dear  President  Carter: 

We,  the  undersigned  citizens  of  the  United  States,  petition  you  to  act  immediately  on  your  campaign 
commitment  of  May  21, 1976,  to  end  the  harassment  and  prosecution  of  homosexuals  by  the  Federal 
government  We  call  upon  you  to: 

1.  issue  an  Executive  Order  barring  discrimination  against  lesbians  and  gay 
men;  and 

2.  endorse  the  bill  before  Congress  (HR  2074)  to  extend  the  1964  and  1968  Civil 
Rights  Acts  to  include  protection  on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation. 
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Instructions:  (1)  This  petition  will  be  presented  at 
the  White  House  to  secure  action  by  the  President. 
People  of  all  sexual  preferences  have  signed  this 
petition;  no  conclusions  can  be  drawn  about  the 
sexual  orientation  of  any  petitioner. 

(2)  Please  send  completed  petition 


to  Petition  the  President,  80  Fifth  Avenue,  Suite 
1601,  New  York,  NY  10011.  Mail  not  later  than 
Friday,  October  19, 1979. 

(3)  Additional  petitions  may  bo 
requested  from  the  oddress  on  the  mailer  or  by 
calling  (212)  741-3300. 


_  CALENDAR- 

The  deadline  foe  Calendar  Items  is  Tuesday  at  noon  for  the  following  Issue. 


weekly  events 


sun 

Boston  MA  —  CLOSET  SPACE  (WCAS 
AM-740).  Join  co-hosts  Muffy  Wheeler  and  Joe 
Martin  and  their  guests  at  10am. 

Boston,  MX  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAQ  will  be  sponsoring  rci  er 
skating  every  Sunday.  Call  282-9161  tor 
details. 

Boston,  MX  —  Italian  Lesbians  Potluck  &  dis¬ 
cuss  on  on  the  3rd  Sun.  of  every  month. 
4-6pr  i.  Call  776-4185. 


f  Cambridge,  MX  —  Daughters  of  Billtis  discus- 
I  sion  group  every  first,  third  and  fifth  Thurs- 
Idays  of  the  month  at  the  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass  Ave.  8pm.  CaU 
1661-3633  for  more  information  about  OOB>, 
I  activities. 

I  Cambridge,  MX  —  Support  group  for  lesbians  ’ 
|  with  children  at  Cambridge  Women  s  Center, 

I  46  Pleasant,  8-10pm. 

I  Boston,  MX  —  GCN  proofreading  and  layout. 

1  No  experience  necessary.  Come  by  for  a  few , 
I  hours  between  4  &  10pm.  22  Bromfield. 


Salem,  MX  —  North  Shore  Gay  Alliance  is 
sponsoring  Women-Lovlng-Women,  a  slide- 
tape  presentation  exploring  som®  °f  ^e 
conceptions  about  lesbians  Salem  Five 
Community  Aud.,  210  Essex  St.  7.30pm. 


3  wed 


fri 


mon  „  , 

Bos  I  hi,  MX  -  Gay  Light  Support  Group  for 
higt  s.  hool  and  college  age  women  who  are 
or  are  considering  being  lesbians.  Arlington 
St.  Church,  355  Boylston.  7-9pm.  Join  us  tor 
raps  projects  and  outings. 

Morristown,  NJ  -  Gay  Activists  Alliance  in 
Morn  -  County  meeting  at  ,h®  ^i'^nan  Fel-. 
lowsl  ip,  Normandy  Heights  Rd.  8:30pm  (201) 
691-0,88. 


I  Boston,  MX  —  GCN  needs  volunteers  to  send 
lout  the  paper  to  subscribers.  Refreshments  8, 

■  merriment,  from  6pm  on,  22  Bromfield. 

■  New  Bedford,  MX  —  Support  Group  for  Gay 
I  Women,  meets  at  Women’s  Center,  15  Chest- 
I  nut  St.  7pm,  996-3341. 


Cambridge,  MX  -  Cambridge  Gay  Political 
Caucus  will  hold  a  voter  registration  session 
at  the  Paradise  Cafe,  180  Mass  Ave.  from 

Cambridge,  MX  —  Men’s  dinner  at  a  Middle 
East  restaurant  is  planned  for  this  ev®®in9' 
Meet  at  the  Center,  485  Mass.  Ave.  at  7.15pm. 
New  York,  NY  —  The  Gllnes  presents  films. 
Tonight  and  Thursday  eve:  Maedchenin  Unb . 
form  and  Children's  Hour.  At  the  Spike  Bar, 
20th  St.  and  11th  Ave.  $2  admission.  8pm. 
Info:  869-3530. 


Local  lesbian  and  gay  performers.  All  are  wel¬ 
come.  .  _ 

Boston,  MX  -  Committee  for  Gay  Youth.  Dis-il 
cusslon  on  relations  between  gay  men  and! 
lesbians  and  their  families  friends  and  lovers J 
For  those  14-21  years  old.  Noon  to  5pm  at  3ool 
Boylston. 

Boston,  MX  -  Chiltern  Mt.  Club  bicycle  tour 
Call  Craig  Manning  for  more  Info  (617) 
547-0899. 

Worcester,  MX  —  Coffeehouse  with  enter- 1 
tainment  and  refreshments  at  Another  Way,  2  f 
Wellington  St.,  9pm.  $1  donation. 


I  sot 


tues 

Cambridge,  MX  —  Daughters  of  Billtis,  organ¬ 
ization  for  women,  has  discussion  group 
every  Tuesday  at  the  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass  Ave.  8pm.  Call  661-3633  for 
information  on  DOB  activities. 

Boston,  MX  -  GAY  WAY  (WBUR  90.9FML 
Join  co-hosts  Ann  Maguire  and  David  Socia 
and  their  guests  at  8:30pm. 

White  Plains,  NY  —  Westchester  Gay  Men’s 
Association  weekly  rap  session  and  social  at 
255  Grove  St.  8-1 1pm. 


I  Boston,  MX  -  OUT  HERE!  for  lesbians  and 
lgay  youth  14-21  meets  from  noon  to  5pm  at 
I  the  Arlington  St.  Church,  355  Boylston.  Join 
I  us  for  outings,  raps,  and  projects. 

*★**★★★★*★ 


sept.  00  sun 


•  Boston,  MX  —  Chiltern  Men’s  Basketball, 
I  Llndermann  Cqnter  (Gov’t  Ctr.).  All  are  wel- 
T  come.  Beginners  3-4:30pm;  experienced 
[  4'30-6pm.  Call  Sturgis  Haskins  for  more  info: 
I  227-6167. 


wed 


oct  1  mon 


Boston,  MX  —  OUT  HERE!  Evening  rap  group 
organized  by  and  for  lesbian  and  gay  youth 
14-21  years  old.  Arlington  St.  Church,  355 
i  Boylston.  7 -9pm.  Join  us  for  an  alternative  to 
I  'the  bars  to  meet  and  talk  about  our  lives. 

1  Cambridge,  MX  —  Daughters  of  Billtis  discus-  ■  _ 

:sion  group  for  women  over  35  on  the  second  ■  O  fUeS 
1  Wednesday  of  each  month.  8pm.  Old  Cam-  I 
bridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass  Ave.  Call 
661-3633  for  more  information  on  DOB  activi¬ 
ties. 

New  York,  NY  —  Chelsea  Gay  Association 
(last  Wednesday  only)  meeting  and  coffee¬ 
house  at  St.  Peter's  Church,  346  W.  20th  St. 

924-9434. 


Cambridge,  MX  —  Lesbian  mothers,  gay, 
■fathers,  kids  and  interested  friends:  please  I 
join  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Parents  Project  for1 
an  afternoon  of  fun,  food  and  getting  ac¬ 
quainted.  A  picnic  from  12  noon  on  at  the  Chll-  1 
dren’s  Village  Daycare  Center,  55  Wheeler  St 
Potluck  —  bring  something  if  you  can.  Call 
492-2655  for  more  info. 


Boston,  MX  —  AmTikva,  lesbian  and  gay  Jews 
of  Boston,  will  hold  a  Yom  Kippur  BreakFast. 
For  location  and  more  info,  call  524-1890. 


thurs 


New  York,  NY  —  West  Side  Discussion 
Group.  Men's  and  women's  discussions.  26 
Ninth  Ave.  8:30pm.  Social  hour  with  refresh¬ 
ments  follows.  $2  donation. 


New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Activists  Alliance  regu¬ 
lar  meeting  at  339  Lafayette  St.  (near  Houston) 
8:30pm.  Ail  are  welcome.  Free! 


Boston,  MA  —  BAGALS)  Boston  Area  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Schoolworkers)  will  meet  at  7:30pm, 
355  Boylston  St.  All  lesbian  and  gay  school- 
workers  are  encouraged  to  attend.  Our  apol¬ 
ogies  if  you  attended  the  meeting  advertised 
for  Sept.  23;  notice  was  Intended  for  Sept.  25. 
Boston,  MA  —  Open  meeting  In  preparation 
for  the  March  on  Washington.  We  need  volun¬ 
teers  for  telephones,  postering  and  other 
Important  activities.  Come  to  Glad  Day  Book 
Shop,  22  Bromfield  (2nd  fl.)  at  7pm  If  you  want 
to  help. 

New  York,  NY  —  West  Side  Discussion 
Group.  ‘Herstory  Archives'  Efforts  to  preserve 
lesbian  history,  discussed  by  those  working 
in  the  field.  26  9th  Ave.  8:30pm.  $2  donation. 
All  women  are  welcome. 


4  thurs 

Northampton,  MA  —  Meeting  and  Jnformal 
discussion  with  Adrienne  Rich  at  the 
Womonfyre  Bookstore,  68  Masonic  St.  from 
4-6pm  Refreshments.  FREE!  For  Info  call 
(413)  586-6445. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt  Club  pot  luck 
supper.  Call  Armin  at  (617)  426-1607. 

New  York  NY  —  West  Side  Discussion 
Group.  Gay  activists  in  the  classroom.  26  9th 
Ave  3rd  fl.  8:30pm.  Social  hour  with  refresh¬ 
ments  follows.  $2  contribution.  All  are 
welcome. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Women’s  Alternative. 
Nutritional  counselor  talks  about  how  to  keep 
bodies  healthy.  At  the  Universalist  Church, 
Central  Park  West  at  76th  St.  8pm.  All  women 
welcome. 

5  fri 

Boston  MA  -  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Weekend 
hike  on  Mt.  Katahdin,  Maine.  Call  Roy  Robert¬ 
son  (617)  661-0996. 

South  Hadley,  MA  -  Meg  Chris'ian  will  be  at 
Chapin  Aud.,  Mt.  Ho  yoke  College  8prr .  $3 
admission.  For  more  info  call  (41 3)  538-2178. 
Cambridge,  MA  -  A  men’s  dance  will  be  held 
at  ClearSpace,  485  Mass  Ave.  (4th  fl.)  at  9pm. 
$1  donation.  BYOB. 

Boston,  MX  —  AmTikva’s  annual  Sukhot  Cele¬ 
bration.  Come  and  share  service,  singing, 
feasting  and  companionship.  Bring  food 
wine  cider,  etc.  For  location  and  further  info 
call  524-1890. 

Providence,  Rl  -  Gay  Community  Services, 
Dianity/Providence  and  Metropolitan  Com- 
munity  Church  are  jointly  sponsoring  a  gay 
cruise  on  Narragansett  Bay  from  8-1 1pm. 
Tickets  are  $8  for  singles,  $12  for  couples.. 
Call  (401)  728-9269. 
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7  sun 

Boston,  MX  —  Chiltern  Men’s  Basketball.  Lin- 
dermann  Center.  See  sept  30  sun  for  Info. 

Cambridge,  MA  -  ClearSpsce  Community 
Center,  485  Mass  Ave.  Is  holding  a  reorganiza¬ 
tions!  meeting  at  7pm.  New  energies  are 
needed  and  we  are  opening  the  opportunity 
:tor  people  to  participate  In  the  leadership  of 
the  center.  We  encourage  those  interested  In 
the  future  ot  a  Gay  Community  Center  to  at 
tend  this  meeting. 

Cambridge,  MA  -  Lesbian  and  Gay  Folkdanc 
iing  at  Phillips  Brooks  House  In  Harvard  Yard 
12'30-3pm.  Beginners  welcome.  For  into  call 
Michael  at  492-1339. 


9  tues 


New  York,  NY  —  American  premiere  filn 
showing  of  The  Homosexual  Century,  a  new 

—  ]7  f||  w _  •  onH  I  mnfi 


French  film  by  Guy  Hocquenghem  and  Llone 
Soukhaz  on  the  gay  movement  during  the  pas 
100  years.  The  Millenium,  66  E.  4th  St.  (of 
Second  Ave).  Discussion  after  film. 

New  York,  NY  —  West  Side  Dlscusslor 
Group.  ’’Communicating’’,  Barbara  McConne 
leads  the  discussion.  269th  Ave.  8:30pm.  Con 
tribution  $2.  All  women  are  welcome. 


10  wed 


New  York,  NY  —  The  Gllnes  presents  Law 
rence  ot  Arabia  with  Peter  O’Toole  at  th< 
Spike  Bar,  20th  St.  and  11th  Ave.  8pm.  $2  ad 
I  mission., Tonight  and  Thursday. 


12  fri 


Washington,  DC  —  The  National  Third  Worl 
Lesbian/Gay  Conference.  Workshops  an 
I  caucuses  to  establish  a  national  network  fo 
Third  World  lesbians  and  gays  to  confront  th 
issues  of  racism,  sexism,  homophobia  an 
heterophobia  among,  by  and  against  Thin 
I  World  lesbians  and  gays.  2225  Georgia  Ave 
I  NW.  Call  (202)  462-5400  for  further  Info. 


6  sot 


Boston,  MA  —  Benefit  for  the  March  on  Wash- 
,ngton  at  the  Delivery  Entrance  Bar  (House 
Restaurant),  12  Wilton  St.  Allston.  8pm.  Sug- 
gested  donation  $3  (includes  1  beer_orwineL 


14  sun 

Washington,  D.C.  -  National  March  on  Wasf 
ington  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights.  In  Masse 
I  chusetts  call  (617)  542-7824  for  transportatio 
and  housing  Information.  Contact  your  stat 
organizing  group  if  you’re  willing  to  help  wit 
the  nuts  and. bolts  work  of  coordinating  th 
various  march  activities. 
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